
 

 

Thursday 6th May 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I am writing to give you advance notice that Ark Charter Academy will be closed to all students for 
one day on Friday 28th May. I apologise for this additional day of school closure, and the late 
notice to you of it. I would like to explain to you why we have had to make this choice.  
 
This year, the government has cancelled end of course exams for year 11 students. As a 
consequence, we have to assess these students in school ourselves. Our students have worked 
extremely hard over the five years of their secondary school education, and it is crucial their 
outcomes reflect this extraordinary effort. Our teachers have put in an enormous amount of work, 
supported by our network, to set and standardise these assessments. They also have to mark these 
assessments and moderate them. All of this work is completed by exam boards in a normal year. 
 
For our students to access the appropriate next steps of their education, the grades they are 
awarded must be accurate. To ensure the grades of these assessments are robust, and our year 11 
students get the grades their work merits, our academy trust Ark have arranged a day where 
teachers and leaders can work together to moderate these assessments. That means they look at 
each other’s’ marking and judge whether or not it is accurate. It is essential that we take part in 
this network moderation day and give our teachers the time and space to give our year 11 children 
the best chances in the future. I hope you will understand, therefore, the last-minute nature of the 
decision to close the school on this day.  
 
We very much anticipate no additional changes to the school year between now and the end of 
term in July. Thank you in advance for your understanding.  
 
Warm regards, 
 
 

 
Fiona Chapman                                                                                     
Principal                                                                                        
 


