
HAMPSHIRE AND ISLE OF WIGHT
SALIVA TESTING PROGRAMME
Latest  news f rom across the programme

Number of tests processed
across the University of
Southampton and the
schools and colleges last
week

Welcome to the latest round-up of what's been happening across the programme. In this week's newsletter
we feature a behind the scenes look at our laboratory facility, what your collective efforts are adding up to on
the numbers front and we continue to feature some of our amazing team who are working hard to make this
programme a success. We also had some great feedback from Itchen Sixth Form College so don't forget to
let us know what you think and how you have been promoting your participation in the programme. Just get in
touch with your school engagement coordinator or send an email to HIOWsalivatesting@uhs.nhs.uk.

Testing young people in schools and colleges means we can pick up those who are infected with coronavirus
but who might not be showing any symptoms. Being 'asymptomatic' is one of the biggest dangers of the virus
as it means people can spread COVID-19 without knowing it. Receiving a negative test result gives you the
knowledge that at the time when you took the test you were not shedding any infectious virus particles. The
challenge is to stay that way. Continuing to adhere to the guidance of hands (wash them frequently), face
(cover with a mask) and space (keep your distance) is the best way to stay virus free. 

Ever wondered where your saliva samples go when you drop them into the collection box? Our dedicated
laboratory is where they will be loaded and tested through a variety of processes and overseen by our team
who make sure everything is running smoothly. Here are some shots from inside the lab so you can get a
behind the scenes look at where the saliva samples end up.

SNEAK PEAK BEHIND THE SCENESSNEAK PEAK BEHIND THE SCENES  

NEGATIVE TEST IS NO GREEN LIGHT!NEGATIVE TEST IS NO GREEN LIGHT!
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Volume of saliva
(2.5mls) from staff and
students tested last
week

testing available to staff and students in school/college
and on the University campus

VIEW FROM THE REGION
Southampton:
12,283 total cases
719 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Hampshire:
56,518 total cases
2,947 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Portsmouth:
12,734 total cases
663 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards 

Isle of Wight:
6,301 total cases
320 new cases in last 7 days
Trend: Downwards

Data is from the national  government website, as at 4 February 2021

THE PROGRAMME
 IN NUMBERS

Number of schools
and colleges
involved

6,290
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Go to our website to contact the support team via webchat or you can use the freephone number: 0808 1962282. Hours this week are 8.30am to 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

15.7
litres

MEET THE TEAM

introduce you to a
different member of the
team. Annemarie is one
of our school
engagement co-
ordinators which 
means she is the link
between  your 
school or 
college and 
the programme.
Annemarie is there to
answer questions about 

There is a large team of people, all
working to deliver the Saliva Testing
Programme in your schools and colleges.
Each week, we will

Watch Annemarie's video here

Receiving a positive test is a 'red light'  - STAY AT HOME and isolate for 10 days, until the
danger of transmitting the virus has passed
Receiving a negative result is an 'amber light' - you are not highly infectious, but we
cannot be 100% sure you are not incubating the virus or carrying it at a low level. By
continuing the good work you have been doing (Hands, Face, Space) we can have greater
confidence in returning to activities like school and college because we know that by
testing regularly we are stopping the virus before it can spread. 
Until we know more about antibody protection through vaccination or natural immunity,
there is no 'green light' - we all have to behave as if we could be carrying the virus and
protect those around us 

It is great to get feedback from our participating schools and colleges. This week, staff at Itchen Sixth Form College in Southampton have been in touch to

tell us about the experiences of their staff and students of being involved: 

Taking part in the saliva testing has provided an easy way for students and their teachers to be regularly tested, giving students and their families
a little more peace of mind that the college is a COVID-safe environment. Students have enjoyed using the resources in class to understand 
the importance of testing and how it works and these have been shared with parents too, who have also found the materials really helpful.

HEAR FROM THE PARTICIPANTS: ITCHEN SIXTH FORM COLLEGEHEAR FROM THE PARTICIPANTS: ITCHEN SIXTH FORM COLLEGE

how the programme works, make sure
you have the resources you need and
sort out any issues that crop up.

One way of looking at how testing can help towards getting us back to a normal life is to think of it in terms of a
traffic light. 

#BePartOfTheSolution#BePartOfTheSolution

https://youtu.be/28-VIYu_IYk
https://youtu.be/28-VIYu_IYk
http://www.hiowsalivatest.nhs.uk/
https://youtu.be/28-VIYu_IYk

