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Year 10 and 11 

A Guide for Parents and Carers 2019-20 

Dear Parents/ Guardian  

Sometimes it is hard to know what to do to help your child prepare for their GCSEs and vocational equivalents so 

this booklet is designed to help you find some solutions. We are preparing our children for a future and a world of 

work very different from our own experiences. The chances are when we were at school, there were no mobile 

phones and internet. Now they are part of every child’s everyday life and who knows what else lies ahead?  

Exam skills and gaining qualifications are therefore so important. If we can prepare our children for Post-16 educa-

tion, University, College and work by focusing on skills, then we are allowing them every chance of success, no 

matter what the future has in store.  

The impact YOU have on your child’s exam success can be enormous. The time they spend outside of school is huge 

compared with the time spent in school. Ensuring they have the balance between work and leisure will make sure 

they achieve their maximum potential and are heading for a happy and successful future.  

This booklet has been put together to give you key information regarding support in place throughout Year 10 and 

11 in order to support your child. Information includes: 

• KS4 GCSE/ equivalent assessment explained  

• Exam and Assessment Information 2019-20 

• Year 10 Grade updates, Home Report and effort grade descriptors  

• Careers Information Advice and Guidance 

• Attendance information  

• KS4 tips/ guidance  

• Useful websites  

• Useful contacts  

Please read through the booklet with your son/ daughter. The purpose of this is to enable you to both have a con-

versation, whereby you ask the key questions, whilst ensuring that they do the work necessary to achieve exam 

success. Keep asking questions. Are you up to date with assessments? Do you need to attend revision sessions/ 

workshops? Do you know how to revise/ produce a revision timetable?  

Your role is to ensure your son/ daughter benefits from the support programme in the pack, maintains good 

attendance throughout the year and revises at key times throughout the year in a quiet place at home as prepa-

ration for assessments and examinations.  

If you have any questions at any time throughout this important year, please feel free to contact us. Our contact 

details are in the back of the booklet. The next two years are about working in partnership with us to achieve the 

best possible GCSE and equivalent grades for your son/daughter by the end of Year 11.  

Yours sincerely,  

Miss Barry 

Head of Year 10 
 

Mr White  

Head of Year 11 
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Working with Parents to Raise Attainment 

Charter Academy is highly committed to working in partnership with parents. It recognises that parents are 

the single most important factor in terms of educational success. Parents do not need to be subject special-

ists to help their son/daughter as that is the role of the teacher. However, they do need to be well informed 

about the school curriculum and the examination process and their important role within it.  

Parents are involved in every aspect of their child’s education and are kept regularly informed as to the pro-

gress students are making towards their targets. Parents can expect to receive Grade Reports 3 times a 

year. Through this system of monitoring and communication with home, we are able to intervene early to 

discover the reason for any under-attainment and to provide the support necessary to get students back on 

track.  

How we will keep you informed  

We understand the importance of parents and students receiving relevant and up to date information. To 

help you remain informed please refer firstly to the following:  

• Charter Academy School website (www.charteracademy.org.uk )  

• School Comms (communication with home via text messages and email)  

• Personal letters  

 

There are also a number of publications throughout the year, all of which contain news and features about 

what is going on in school as future events, e.g. School Prospectus, Charter Academy Newsletter. 

Details about how you can become involved with our Parent Council and play a proactive role are con-

tained on the last page of this information booklet. Detail of Conversation Time with the Principal is also 

on the last page. 
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KS4 GCSE and Vocational Course assessments 2019-20 

GCSE External Examinations  

GCSE External examinations are now taken at the end of Year 11. GCSE subjects are now ‘linear’ and not 

‘modular’ which means that final exams are taken at the end of the two year course. There is no longer an ‘early 

entry’ window for GCSE English and Maths in November of Year 11. Subjects are examination only—coursework, 

or controlled assessment no longer takes place. Practical subjects eg Art, Drama, Music, PE have a practical ele-

ment to assessment in addition to written examinations. 

Vocational Assessments 

75% of vocational courses, e.g. City and Guilds Technical Award in Digital Technologies, are internally assessed by 

teachers. For that reason it is vital that the work produced is the student’s own and that they feel that the grade 

awarded is a fair assessment of their work. All students who are studying a vocational course have already re-

ceived information which explains the process and also procedures for malpractice and learner appeal. Students 

work towards Pass, Merit or Distinction tasks and the overall award achieved, combined with an external exam, 

is equivalent to a GCSE grade.  

The remaining 25% of the course is externally assessed. This can take the form of a written or online exam and 

will depend on the subject. Some external assessments will not take place until Year 11 and there is a second re-

sit opportunity for vocational course external assessments should students not be successful on their first 

attempt.  

 

Exam Timetables 

Year 10 mock GCSE exams take place in the summer term of 2020. 

In Year 11 there will be mock GCSE exams in November 2020 (English, Maths and Science) and in February/

March 2021 

Mock exams are regarded as vital preparation for the actual GCSE exams an are conducted formally under full 

exam condition. 

GCSE  exams for current year 10s will take place from early May—late June 2021. 

Detailed timetables will be sent to parents and carers as soon as they are available. 
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Assessments, Grades and Reports 

This Academic Year  

All Year 10 students will be assessed on their learning and effort at the end of each full term in all sub-
jects in Assessment Week (please see Academy calendar for details). The majority of assessments in 
the Autumn and Spring term will take place in class following formal exam guidelines and expectations. 
In the Summer term all students will experience a formal examination setting to prepare them for their 
future GCSE examinations. After each assessment parents will receive a progress report. 

Reporting of student progress comes in a variety of formats: 

• Progress reports with assessment grades, working at grades and effort scores after the Autumn, 
Spring and Summer Assessment Week 

• Parent consultation evenings are annual. Please see the academy calendar for details 
• Meetings are held on parent/school request. This is an informal opportunity for parents/carers 

and  Heads of Year / Form Tutors /subject teachers to discuss any issues related to academic and 
pastoral care 

• There is a constant two-way contact between Academy staff and parents as and when appropriate. 

Next Academic Year 

All Year 11 students will be assessed on their learning and effort at the end of each term in all subjects 
during Assessment Week (please check calendar for dates). The majority of assessments will take in 
the examination hall in order to prepare students for their GCSE examinations. After each assessment 
parents will receive a progress report. 

In addition students will sit mock examinations in English, mathematics and science in November 
(please check calendar for dates) and will sit mock examinations in every subject in January (please 
check calendar for dates). All of the mocks will take in the examination hall in order to prepare stu-
dents for their GCSE examinations. After each mock parents will receive a progress report. 

Reporting of student progress comes in a variety of formats: 

• Grade reports are sent out every term 

• All students will receive an information letter outlining the results from each set of mock exams. 
• Parent consultation evenings are annual 

• Students in Year 11 are also invited to additional parent/carer evenings held by the Senior Leader-
ship team of the academy. These are particularly for students who need additional support and 
challenge in order to reach and exceed their GCSE target grades. 

• Surgeries are held on parent/school request. This is an informal opportunity for parents/carers and 
Heads of Year/ Form Tutors/ subject teachers to discuss any issues related to academic or pastoral 
care 

• There is constant two way contact between Academy staff and parents as and when appropriate 



 

6 Justice                                                     Courage                                                 Respect  

 
Careers education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) 

In the past, students have only legally been required to stay in full time education until the age of 

16, but in order to give the best possible chance of a good education and successful career, the gov-

ernment has changed this. All students are now expected to stay in ‘education or training’ until the 

age of 18.  

What is the government definition of ‘education and training’?  

‘ A young person stays at school and continues into the sixth form until the age of 18 OR leaves 

school at the end of Year 11 and begins employment where there is a substantial element of training 

that will continue to give them further qualifications.’  

This means that young people will be able to choose: 

• Full time education in school or in college 

• Work-based learning such as an apprenticeship  

• Part-time education or training for more than 20 hours a week  

In order to give our students the best possible advice, below are some key careers events planned 

for 2019-20:  

Work Experience  All Y10 students will be taking 

part in a 2-week work experience 

programme. 

Interview Day and 

Business Network-

ing event 

All Y10 students are off timetable 

to prepare for and attend an in-

terview and a business meeting 

with employer.  

 

Careers focussed 

PSHE modules 

All students will receive explicit 

teaching of employability skills 

College Visits Students will have the opportuni-

ty to participate in taster days for 

local colleges including Ports-

mouth, Havant and Southdowns 

and Highbury. 

In addition to this, Y11 students 

are offered Independent Careers, 

Education, Information, Advice 

and Guidance (CEIAG) throughout 

Year 11, a key transition point in 

their education. 

Students can also attend our drop 

in sessions with an independent 

careers advisor on Monday 

lunchtimes. 
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Useful Free Resources 

Careers education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) 

 
 

www.careersbox.co.uk  General careers information and videos  

www.icould.com  General careers information and videos  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/

careers 

General careers information and videos  

www.thesite.org Youth information site including Work and 

Study pages  

www.prospects.ac.uk  Useful careers information for HE applicants  

www.apprenticeships.org.uk  Apprenticeship vacancies and resource ma-

terials  

https://barclayslifeskills.com/

parents/ 

General careers information , support and 

advice for parents and students 

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk The NCS website with job profiles and skills 

healthcheck  

www.ukces.com  Links to sector skills councils – Labour Mar-

ket Information (LMI) reports and info for 

young people  

www.cegnet.co.uk  For practitioners, professionals and coordi-

nators  

http://www.ucas.com/seps/profiles/  Employability skills profiles for most major 

degree courses  

https://sacu-student.com/ A wealth of information on careers, Labour 

Market Information and much more; for 

parents and students alike 
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How to learn? Be Active. 

Test them  
Get your child to create a series of flash cards 
for you to use (answers provided of course! 

Make it fun and challenging – how many can 
you get right in a row? This allows you to help 

them work through the ones they don’t get 
right and to check they are challenging them-

selves sufficiently.  

iPhone/ iPods  

If your child is always listening to music, what else 

could they be listening to instead? Revision notes? 

Podcasts? Stories? Poems? A recording of a speaking 

assessment?  

There are all kinds of resources available from school 

and online which are interactive and engaging.  

Mind Maps  

Starting in the middle of a large piece of paper, stu-

dents map out how well their ideas and notes link to-

gether. Great for visual and creative learners!  

Revision Cards  
Ask them to condense their notes into smaller and 

smaller forms. Perhaps a unit of work down to 2 sides, 
then one, then a few key points on a file card to look 
at just before an exam/ assessment. This helps them 

spend time with the things they haven’t learnt yet, as 
you discard the information you already know.  

You Tube  

Although it can be a source of mindless time-

wasting, it can also become a valuable learn-

ing/ revision tool. There are lots of films, vid-

eo and TV clips that people have uploaded 

related to GCSE topics. Even better, why not 

get them to create their own revision videos 

and post them up to get feedback?  

This will encourage them to produce quality 

work as they are going to broadcast it to a real 

audience!  
Post it Notes  

Great for quotes/  

formulae/ key points  

Mnemonics  
Despite the off-putting name, these are very 
simple! Just take the initial letter of the things 

you have to remember and create a new word 
or phrase:  

MRS VAN DER TRAMPS (13 french verbs 
which take être)  
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Year 11 ART 

How your child will be assessed: 

Students are following the AQA GCSE specification where coursework is 60% of the GCSE. During the 
spring term Year 11 art students will be studying for and sitting their GCSE Art Exam, which makes up 
40% of their Art GCSE.  Students will be given their exam paper in January, and asked to research and 
develop personal ideas and a final piece based on a chosen theme.  The exam will run over the entire 
spring term, until students’ take the ten hour exam at the end of beginning of May.  Students will ad-
dress all four assessment objectives on recording, analysis of artists, refinement of ideas and materials, 
and creating a final response.  Students will also need to submit their coursework units on ‘Food’ and 
‘Identity’ by the end of May 2020.     
 
Classwork is assessed every three weeks, giving students three lessons to develop and refine a piece of 
work within their sketchbook. Each task focuses on one of the assessment objectives and all students 
are taught key skills and techniques to help them develop their knowledge, understanding, ability, con-
fidence and use of materials.  The four assessment objectives in Art are based on the AQA GCSE strands.  
They are contextual studies, use of materials, recording ideas and a final piece.  Students’ home work is 
assessed throughout the year based levels of effort.  The projects are formally assessed with levels at 
the end of each term and at the end of the summer term after students have produced their two final 
pieces. 

 
Areas of study for the GCSE exam include: 

Mind map and Mood Board of personal ideas into the exam theme. 
Artist Studies on at least two appropriate artists.  
Primary source drawings from the exam theme. 
Experiments with a range of ideas, materials and techniques. 
Presentation of pages; refinement of techniques and processes. 
Design ideas for a personal response. 
Annotation of thoughts, ideas and intentions throughout preparatory pages. 
 

 How you can help your child to achieve their best: 
Providing a suitable area for students to complete homework tasks to the best of their ability. 
Ask questions surrounding homework to support understanding. 
Encourage gradual independence, whilst reminding students of the homework times and ex-

pectaions regarding effort.  
Offer advice and help if needed.  
Praise and encourage your child to help them develop confidence.  
Share discussions regarding the use and importance of art within society, life and careers. 
Contact the art teacher or art department if you have any concerns or questions.  

 
 Possible Art based careers: 
Animation     Art Journalist    Jeweller 
Architect     Art Education    Photographer 
Illustration     Tattoo Artist    Website Designer 
Artist      Curator 
Art Critic     Film – set and prop design, makeup, CGI 
Art Therapy    Fashion Designer 
Garden Designer    Art Conservation  

  
  
  



 

10 Justice                                                     Courage                                                 Respect  

Science 

Students in all years have be given access to a fantastic new assessment platform which can be ac-

cessed through a variety of different devices such as laptop computers, desktop computers and mobile 

phones.  

The program is called Tassomai, it is an intelligent learning program that helps students achieve out-

standing results and can be accessed on www.tassomai.com.  

The platform has filtered the entire KS3 & KS4 AQA syllabus into quizzable micro-facts covering every-

thing students need to know for their exams. Students only need to do a few minutes each day to keep 

up with their targets and complete the course in time for their exams. Teachers can view their students’ 

progress and accuracy down to the finest detail, they are able to see with ease where individual stu-

dents and entire classes are excelling and struggling. Teachers are then able to target intervention and 

therapy which is tailored to individual needs. Parents are also kept in the loop with a tailored weekly 

report detailing their child’s progress. The regular engagement with this platform is proven to drive pro-

gress and is a fantastic supportive tool enabling students to direct their revision. 

The science department will shortly be providing Y11 students with homework packs which when used 

in conjunction with Tassomai will help to accelerate progress. If you have any questions regarding this 

please email Mr Morgan z.morgan@charteracademy.org.uk 

          

mailto:z.morgan@charteracademy.org.uk
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Attendance: Every School Day Counts 

Grade Reports and mock Exam Results include important information on attendance.  

As few as 19 missed days over the school year could drastically reduce your child’s chances of success. 

Continued persistent absence could see GCSE results drop by one grade across all subjects.  

Attendance information to parents is explained as follows:-  

Attendance  Description  Approx days lost per 

YEAR 

Approx weeks lost per 

YEAR 

98-100%  Excellent  0-4  Less than 1  

95-98%  Satisfactory  5-9  1-1.5  

93-95%  Room for Improvement  10-13  1.5-2.5 

90-93%  Unsatisfactory  14-18  2.5-3.5 

Below 90%  Persistent Absence  More than 18 More than 3.5  

The relationship between exam results and attendance is quite simple – the more students attend, the 

better the chances of examination success:-  

 

Please note that             

HOLIDAYS taken during 

term time are NOT AU-

THORISED.  

 

ALL students are RE-

WARDED for GOOD AT-

TENDANCE with Merit 

Points and Rewards.  

 

If you have any concerns 

regarding attendance and 

work missed, please con-

tact the relevant person in 

school on the last page of 

this pack.  
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Tips for Success 

‘Parental support is eight times more important in determining a child’s academic 

success than social class,’ according to the Campaign for Learning (TES).  

Below are some tips for helping your child achieve their best in this important exam year. If you are at 

all concerned about his/her progress, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

Try to provide some inspiration 
‘Letts’, the revision guide publishers, suggest the following in their booklet ‘A Parent’s Guide to GCSE Revi-

sion’: ‘Encourage your child to go out for coffee with someone that they know and respect who is currently 

studying at Sixth Form or at a local FE college.’ Ask an older sibling, cousin, friend studying at university to 

invite them to spend a couple of days with them to experience university life. Many universities hold tours 

and open days. Dates for these can be easily found on university websites. These are really worthwhile be-

cause they allow pupils a chance to speak to current university students and find out more about the 

courses on offer.  

Offer incentives  
Pay for grades! On a sliding scale, of course! You could promise rewards when your child achieves his/her 

target grades or completes work on time. When coming to such arrangements, make sure that the targets 

are challenging but fair – and also affordable!  

Provide a suitable place to study and revise  

SPACE: It is really important that your child has enough space in which to complete their work. Access to a 

computer and desk is ideal but sometimes your child may need to spread out a bit more more and so might 

take over a kitchen table, especially for subjects like Art and Design/ D&T. It is not ideal to lie in bed with 

books and notes strewn across the covers: work needs to be organised to be effective.  

QUIET: It is not always easy to find a quiet place but it is very important that your child is able to work 

somewhere peaceful without distractions or interruptions. They may think being in front of the TV is a good 

place to revise but TV is very distracting, as is music, Twitter and Facebook! Half an eye or ear on any of 

these distractions means they are not fully concentrating on their work. These should be ‘treats’ when work 

is finished.  

Make sure they take enough breaks  

Encourage your child to find time to take his/her attention completely away from sources such as revision 

and exams. Encourage regular breaks, hobbies, interests, sport and the treats described above. Throughout 

the examination period, make sure your child has plenty of time to relax as well as to revise. Don’t allow 

them to ‘burn out’ by doing too much. Too much work can be as detrimental as too little! If you find them 

feeling too stressed, try relaxation techniques and put work to one side until the feelings of panic subside. 

Things often don’t seem so bad after a break.  
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Tips for Success  

Help with creating a revision timetable  

Equally, attention to good planning in the first place on how to ‘chunk’ revision into manageable bits will 

stop revision from becoming overwhelming. You can help with this and also help your child to create a 

revision timetable. Display this on the wall in bedrooms/study with key examination dates and times 

highlighted. Crossing off weeks/exams as they are completed helps psychologically, as well as including 

‘down time’ in each week’s plan.  

Make sure they get enough sleep  

To help make sure your son/ daughter is getting enough sleep try some of these tips:-  

• Make sure they get regular exercise  

• Stick to regular bedtimes  

• Allow time to relax and switch off before going to bed  

• Don’t try to force them to sleep if they are feeling very active  

• Avoid caffeine after 6.00pm  

• Avoid ‘blue light’ devices an hour before bedtime ie. Mobile phones, laptops, tablets etc.  

• It is generally recommended that teenagers aim for at least 8 hours of sleep a night  

Try to provide a healthy diet  

Some foods are known to prevent stress and improve our brain power. It’s a good idea to research into 

this. Hydration is equally important, so encourage your child to drink plenty of WATER!  
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Useful Websites 

Firstly, please ensure you make use of the school’s website, where you have access to parent infor-

mation, curriculum and assessment information, attendance information etc. 

Examination Boards  

These websites provide an overview of subjects, topics, assessments and past exam papers:-  

AQA  Assessment and Qualifications Alliance  www.aqa.org.uk  

OCR  Oxford, Cambridge and RSA examinations  www.ocr.org.uk  

PEARSON (formerly Edexcel)  Edexcel Foundation (GCSE and all BTEC sub-

jects)  

www.edexcel.com 

WJEC Welch Joint Examination Consortium www.wjec.co.uk  

Information and Advice  

 

Directgov  

www.direct.gov.uk/en/EducationAndLearning  

Lots of revision and assessment tips. Parents’ sections explaining GCSE and A Level reform  

 

BBC  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education  

Excellent advice for ‘chunking’ revision, including tests, games, and message boards  

 

National Careers Service – Directgov  

http://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/  

Advice and information on a wide range of jobs, training, courses, resources, funding, job profiles, CV 

building and writing letters of application  

 

Practical revision information and guidance: 

www.getrevising.co.uk  

www.planet-science.com  

www.englishbiz.co.uk  
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Useful Contacts 

Mrs E. Morey 

Interim Principal 

 

Miss L Harper 

Vice Principal, Behaviour and Safeguarding 

 

Miss J Bailey 

SLT—Teaching and Learning 

 

Ms O Riches 

Careers Leader 

 

Miss C Barry 

Head of Year 10 

 

Mr I White  

Head of Year 11 

 

Miss P Dawson 

Special Education Needs Co-ordinator 

 

Attendance Officer 

Mrs P Jolly 

 

Exams Officer 

Miss A Monard  

 

Tel: all via Reception 02392 824204  



 

16 Justice                                                     Courage                                                 Respect  

How to get involved 

It’s a well-known fact that secondary schools have far less parental contact than primary schools. Because 

of this, the school’s Leadership Team, together with the Care & Guidance and Inclusion Faculties, are con-

stantly developing ways of building and improving parental relationships and working proactively and inno-

vatively with parents to impact on students’ learning.  

Parent Council  
At Charter we are lucky enough that our parents and carers support us. They operate a Parent Council 
which is open to all parents and carers. The Parent Council brings together parents, teachers and oth-
ers to raise money and to support the school. It provides an opportunity for everyone to work together 
towards a common goal. All parents and teachers can get involved even if they only have a small 
amount of time available. Whatever you are able to offer, the school will benefit from the additional 
funds it will raise and the increased opportunity for parents to be more involved in school life. 

What does the Parent Council do?  
At Charter Academy we are keen to do as much as parents and teachers can organise. Examples of ac-
tivities include: 
• Raising funds to help the school provide “extras” for the students. 

• Running social events for parents and children. 
• Providing support for school trips and outings and other special events. 

• Running after-school clubs for sport, music and drama. 

• Organising meetings to inform parents about education issues, especially when changes are taking 
place. 

Anyone who is a parent or registered carer of a child at Charter Academy, or a member of staff at Char-
ter Academy can join the Parent Council. 

How do I get involved?  
The first step is to express your interest by contacting the Parent Council -  

parent.council@charteracademy.org.uk. We also have a table at Open Evenings, Academic Review and other 
school activities, where you are welcome to speak to us. 

Conversation time with the Principal  
From after October half-term, Mrs E Morey  will regularly invite (on a first come basis) up to 18 parents/
carers to Charter Academy for a warm drink and a conversation during each half term. 
Email reception@charteracademy.org.uk  to find out the next date and to express your interest. A confir-

mation response will be sent if a space is available.  

Conversation will not be personal to your child (those meetings may be made at other times, as always) and 

will cover areas such as -  

o School life at Charter.  
o The growth of Charter.  
o The changing landscape of education and its impact on Charter.  
Participating in this opportunity will strengthen the connection and enhance parent/carer engagement with 
Charter.  
Please note that you must book and receive a confirmation receipt before arriving to avoid disappoint-
ment.  

mailto:parent.council@charteracademy.org.uk
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