
 

 

Thursday 6th May 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This half term students will be expected to choose their options for GCSE. Students will need 
to choose the three additional optional GCSE subjects they would like to study across Key 
Stage 4.  
  
Students will need to make the following decisions: 
  
1) Which subject they would like to study as their humanities option (Geography or History)  
2) Which two subjects they would like to study as their option subjects. 
  
Students may decide they wish to study both Geography and History, if there is sufficient 
interest we will offer students the opportunity to study the second humanities subject as one 
of their option subjects. 
  
How will you support my child with the options process? 
We appreciate that this is an important decision for students and want to ensure that they are 
fully supported throughout the process.  
  
PSHE lessons before Easter focused on GCSE options and career pathways. Students learned 
about the implications of GCSE subject choices; careers resources available online; setting 
ambitious goals and challenging stereotypes. 
 
We have created a Year 9 Options page on our website which explains the option subjects 
available in each option block as well as containing videos about all the subjects on offer.  
 
Every student will have the opportunity to meet with our Careers Lead, Ms Riches, to review 
their option choices and discuss their current career aspirations and post-16 preferences. 
Generally, it does not matter which subjects students study at GCSE in terms of progressing to 
courses at college. Students simply need to ensure that they achieve the highest possible 
grades in English, maths and 3 other subjects. However, there are some courses at college, and 
university, that require students to study certain GCSEs, so it is important that our students 
are fully informed. 
 
We are also running drop-in sessions for students which we encourage students to attend-
dates are on the Y9 options page on our website. 
 
  



 

 

How can I support my child with the options process? 
Taking an interest in the process; discussing their career aspirations and post-16 preferences 
and the advice given by the Careers Lead. Visiting the Year 9 options page on our website and 
watching the subject videos so that you and your child are fully informed.  
 
Discussing your child’s preferred options and their reasons for this. Please contact our Careers 
Lead, Ms Riches (o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk) if you have any questions relating to 
careers or post-16 pathways. Please contact me via email (l.murray@charteracademy.org.uk ) 
if you are concerned that your child may be choosing a subject for the wrong reasons.  
 
How will my child choose their options? 
We are using an online system this year for students to record their option preferences. 
Students will choose their options during tutor time w/c24th May. Students will be emailed a 
copy of their option choices to their school email account so they can share them with you.  
 
If you have any concerns regarding the subjects your child has chosen please contact me via 
email (l.murray@charteracademy.org.uk ). 
 
What happens if my child does not get their preferred options? 
Whilst we endeavour to place students into their first-choice subjects, factors such as your 
child’s potential to succeed in the subject, the number of available teachers and maximum 
group sizes due to resources and health and safety considerations will also be considered. The 
final decision regarding allocation of subjects rests with the academy. 
 
We appreciate that some students may change their mind after starting their option subjects 
in September. We will allow students to request changes during the first six weeks they are 
studying the options subject. Please note, it may not be possible to facilitate all requests.  
   
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions relating to the options process.  

 
Kind regards 
 
 
Mr Murray 
Head of Year 9 
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