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Welcome to Charter Academy  

Year 9 

Options Booklet 

 
Making curriculum choices in Year 9 is a very important part of your child ’s time in 
school. It is an opportunity for them to take control of their education and shape the way 
they want their future to be. The options they choose for Years 10 and 11 will affect how 
they spend their time at school for the next two years. The choices they make may also 
influence what course or job they decide to do after Year 11.  
 
Your child now has fantastic opportunities available to them that will help them get the 
future that they want. Years 10 and 11 are not just about GCSEs. There are other qualifi-
cations such as Technical Awards as well. These qualifications are taught in different 
ways, and it may be that one type suits your child more than others.  
 
It is important to choose subjects that will interest your child and motivate them. Spend 
some time with your child thinking about what they enjoy doing, what keeps them inter-
ested in something and what makes them work hard.  
 
Remember that they are not alone in making these decisions, everyone in Year 9 is going 
through the same process. Teachers, friends, parents, carers and family will be able to 
guide advise and support them in this important decision making process.  
 
Good reasons for choosing an option 

• Your child is good at the subject 

• Your child thinks they will enjoy the course 

• It fits their career ideas and plans 

• It goes well with their other choices 

• It helps to give your child plenty of choice post 16  

• Your child thinks they might want to continue studying it post 16  

• Your child’s research shows that it will interest them and motivate them to learn.  
 
Bad reasons for choosing an option 

• Their friends have chosen it 

• They think it will be easy 

• Your child/you think it’s a good option for a boy/girl 

• Someone else thinks it is a good idea 

• Your child likes the teacher they have now  

• Your child did not have time to research their options properly  
 
This booklet will give you important information about the full range of courses on offer 
in Key Stage 4 (Year 10 and Year 11), including those which are compulsory (our core 
curriculum) and the options process. 
 
 
Mrs Morey 
Vice Principal 



4 

Charter’s Curriculum 

 
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum will centre on essential academic subjects, providing our 
students with an excellent foundation for further study and the option to continue their 
studies at a top university.  
 
The academy will offer a broad range of GCSE courses supported by a selection of pre -
vocational courses in Health and Fitness, Business and Hospitality and Catering. We 
are pleased to reintroduce Hospitality and Catering as part of our Key Stage 4 curricu-
lum for next year alongside GCSE Computer Science which we recognise is a qualifica-
tion which many of our students are interested in and will excel in.  
 
All students will now study a compulsory core GCSE curriculum of English (2 GCSEs), 
Maths (1 GCSE), and Science (Double Award) , RE (1 GCSE) and either Geography or 
History over 2 years. Students studying a language in year 9 will continue to study this 
language at GCSE. In addition, all students follow a programme of non-examined PSHE 
(including RSE) and Sport and Fitness.  
 
As a Church of England school we are committed to ensuring all our students study 
GCSE RE as part of the core curriculum.  
 
In addition to the compulsory subjects, students will be asked to pick two options, one 
from each of the blocks below in addition to a humanities subject.  

 

* Please note that this option will only be available to selected students due to the de-
manding nature of the subject.  
 
 
During the process of allocation of options choices please understand that while we will 
do our utmost to enable your child to follow their preferred personalised learning plan 
it may not, in a small number of cases, be possible e.g., if a course is vastly oversub-
scribed or only a very small number of students choose a course.  

Compulsory  

subjects 

Humanities  

Options block 

Options block A Options block B 

All students study: Students will study 

one of these: 

Students will study 

one of these:  

Students will study 

one of these:  

English Language 

English literature 

Mathematics 

Combined Science 

French or Spanish 

GCSE RE 

Non-examined  

PE  

PSHE including RSE 

and citizenship) 

Geography 

History 

Art 

Business Studies 

Computer Science 

Drama 

Food Preparation 
and Nutrition 

PE 

Photography 

 

Art 

Business Studies 

Computer Science 

Food Preparation 
and  

Nutrition 

Music 

PE 

Triple Science * 
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Options Process 
 
Between now and the 8th February 2022 there will be a programme of support and guidance 
for Year 9 to help them make their options choices. 

 

 Week beginning 10th January, an Ark Charter Y10 Curriculum Guide will be sent home 
with all year 9 students. 

 

 On Thursday 13th January a page containing links to videos and presentations giving 
information about all of our Year 10 subjects will be made available for students and 
their families to watch via the school website.  

 

 A video presentation explaining how the options process works, the difference between 
GCSE and vocational qualifications and advice on how to make good choices will also 
be made available at this time. 

 

 On Thursday 20th January we will have two Q&A sessions for parents via zoom one at 
4.30pm and another at 6pm. Parents can attend the zoom session to learn more about 
how the options process works and how best to support their child. Links for these ses-
sions will be shared with parents shortly. 

 

 Throughout this half term, if students and parents/carers have any questions about op-
tions subjects these can be emailed to individual subject teachers or our Careers Lead, 
Mrs. Riches o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk – we will aim to answer any queries you 
might have that will help you to make the best subject choices for our students. 

 

 During lessons Year 9 teachers will also explain how the subjects they are currently 
studying form the foundation of courses in Year 10 and will give time for students to 
ask questions and see examples of students work. 

 

 Every student in year 9 will be offered an individual meeting with our Careers Lead who 
will provide impartial advice and guidance to support students with navigating the op-
tions process. 

 

 On Tuesday 1st February we will then have our Year 9 parents evening. Parents will be 
able to book appointments with subject teachers to find out how students are progress-
ing in their Year 9 subjects but will also be able to ask questions about the Year 10 sub-
jects on offer. Subject Leaders for subjects not currently studied in Year 9 (e.g., Busi-
ness, Computer Science and Food Nutrition and Preparation) will also be available for 
appointments should parents/carers have any queries not yet answered. 

 

 Students will be asked to complete their options form online. They will be provided 
with time in a computer room during tutor time to facilitate this. All option forms must 
be completed by the options deadline on Tuesday 8th February. Students may 
change their options form if submitted before the deadline by emailing Mrs. Riches 
o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk. 
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Compulsory Subjects 
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Subject: GCSE English Language  

Head of Department: Mr Hayter 

Teachers:  Delivered by the English Department 

Subject description: 

English Language is all about continuing to develop and refine skills in reading, understanding, comparing and 

analysing a wide range of different texts covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods, as well as developing 

the ability to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures. We study 

and create both fiction and non-fiction texts and also build spoken language skills in order to help express a clear and 

persuasive point of view. 

Exam content( Externally Set Task) – 100% of grade 

The English Language GCSE is examined in two exams, both one hour 45 minutes in length.   

In paper one you will be asked to analyse, evaluate and understand an extract from a 20th or 21st Century 

fiction text, before creating your own descriptive or narrative piece based on a written brief and visual stim-

ulus. 

In paper two you will be asked to analyse, summarise, understand and compare two pieces of non-fiction 

writing which express ideas or views about a shared topic.  One will be from the 19th Century and the other 

will be a modern text.  You will also need to write a letter, speech or article expressing your views about a 

topic. 

Spoken Language Endorsement (NEA): 

In addition to the two exams, you will also present a short speech on a topic of your choice to an audience 

and answer questions on your presentation.  This will award a grade of pass/merit/distinction and appears 

on the GCSE certificate in addition to the grade, enabling you to demonstrate your prowess in spoken lan-

guage. 

Exam Board:  

AQA 

For more information please email Mr Hayter: j.hayter@charteracademy.org.uk  

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers). 

English Language and its communication and analysis skills is an excellent stepping stone to many careers 

and courses and almost all higher level courses will need some aspect of the course.  Some courses and 

careers which are directly linked to English Language include: journalism, lexicography, speech and lan-

guage therapy, copywriting, editing, publishing and advertising. 
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Subject: GCSE English Literature  

Head of Department: Mr Hayter 

Teachers:  Delivered by the English Department 

Subject description: 

As well as GCSE English Language, all students will study GCSE English Literature.  This course will develop your analytical 

skills as you study a range of literary texts. You will have the chance to study some of the most respected books throughout literary 

history and to explore them from a cultural, moral and social background. literal and inferential comprehension.  We will develop 

key skills including:  

• understanding a word, phrase or sentence in context; exploring aspects of plot, characterisation, events and settings. 

• distinguishing between what is stated explicitly and what is implied; explaining motivation, sequence of events, and the 

relationship between actions or events. 

•  critical reading: identifying the theme and distinguishing between themes; supporting a point of view by referring to evi-

dence in the text. 

• recognising the possibility of and evaluating different responses to a text; using understanding of writers’ social, historical 

and cultural contexts to inform evaluation; making an informed personal response that derives from analysis and evalua-

tion of the text . 

• • evaluation of a writer’s choice of vocabulary, grammatical and structural features: analysing and evaluating how lan-

guage, structure, form and presentation contribute to quality and impact. 

• producing clear and coherent writing to describe, explain, summarise, argue, analyse and evaluate; discussing and main-

taining a point of view. 

• selecting and emphasising key points. 

• using relevant quotation and using detailed textual references. 

Exam content – 100% of grade 

The English Literature GCSE is examined in two exams 

In paper one you will be asked to explore ideas and themes in William Shakespeare’s  tragedy Macbeth and 

Charles Dicken’s 19th century novella A Christmas Carol. 

In paper two you will be asked to explore ideas and themes from J B Priestley’s 20th century play An Inspec-

tor Calls and to compare poems from an anthology linked by ideas about Power and Conflict.  You will also 

be asked to analyse unseen poetry. 

 

 

Exam Board:  

AQA 

For more information please email Mr Hayter: j.hayter@charteracademy.org.uk  

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers). 

English Literature can lead to courses and careers in law, journalism, editing and publishing, libraries, 

writing, marketing, politics and many more! 
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Subject: GCSE Mathematics  

Head of Department: Mr Williams 

Teachers:  Delivered by the Mathematics Department 

Subject description: 

All students continue to study Mathematics at Key Stage 4. Mathematics is highly valued by employers and 

higher education. It is a subject that is deemed to be a pre-requisite for many of the courses and careers 

that students may wish to follow. During Key Stage 4 we aim to: Further develop skills in mathematical 

thinking and problem solving; Apply mathematics to real-life situations including banking (credit/interest), 

engineering (construction), science (formulae) and statistics; Promote logical thinking; Enhance mathemati-

cal knowledge and its application; Present an argument, both verbal and written, which may prove or dis-

prove a statement; Prepare students for post-16 study. 

Exam content( Externally Set Task) – 100% of grade 

Higher Tier—Grades 4 to 9; Foundation Tier—Grades 1 to 5 

This is a linear course with the examination taken at the end of Year 11. Assessment is based on three 

equally weighted papers, one non-calculator and two calculator papers. Each tier contains elements of 

functional skills, embedded in multi-step questions. Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long. Students will 

be entered for the tier appropriate to their expected grade. 

Course content 

The course builds upon the work in Key Stage 3. It is broken down into six main areas. 

i) Number—structure & calculations, fractions/decimals/percentages, measures & accuracy 

Ii) Algebra—notation, vocabulary & manipulation, graphs, sequences 

Iii) Ratio, proportion & rate of change—ratio as linear functions, ratio as fractions, direct and inverse pro-

portion 

Iv) Geometry and Measures—angles, shapes and vectors 

v) Probability—random variables, sampling, set theory, tree diagrams 

vi) Statistics—representing and interpreting data, analysing and comparing data 

In addition to covering this content, students will be expected to demonstrate critical thinking kills and 

show they are able to apply their mathematical skills to solve problems, including in real-world scenarios. 

Exam Board:  

Edexcel 

For more information please email Mr Williams: r.williams3@charteracademy.org.uk  

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers). 

Mathematics is a sought after qualification by employers, colleges and universities most of which require a 

minimum of a grade 5 to enter courses. To study Mathematics at A Level it is usual that a minimum of a 

Grade 6 is expected at GCSE, with a preferred 7. Career pathways could include banking, accountancy, 

teaching, engineering, science and technology. 
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Subject: GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 

Head of Department: Mr Medway 

Teachers: Science department 

Exam Board: AQA 

Subject description: 

The intent of ARK Charter Academy’s KS4 science curriculum is to build upon 

foundations of knowledge and skills students have built up over years 7-9. 

Our young scientists will leave us able to use their acquired scientific under-

standing to appreciate the world around them, review data, make informed choices (for example about 

what appliances to use based on energy consumption, or deciding to believe a news article) and recognise, 

using their scientific knowledge, how they can change their own future and that of the planet for the 

better.  

Students studying combined science receive 2 GCSE grades on results day to recognise the amount of con-

tent and skills they have to build up throughout the course. AQA’s combined science: trilogy course is line-

ar, with six 1hr 15min exams (2 for biology, 2 for chemistry and 2 for physics) that make up 100% of the 

qualification sat at the end of the course, but content is arranged into units as follows: 

For more information please email Mr Medway: d.medway@charteracademy.org.uk  

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers). 

A-levels in biology (and human biology), chemistry, physics, psychology, geology, geography, maths, further 

maths, PE 

Biology Chemistry Physics 

Cell biology (paper 1) Atomic structure & the periodic table  

(paper 1) 

Energy (paper 1) 

Organisation  (paper 1) Bonding, structure & the properties of 

matter (paper 1) 

Electricity (paper 1) 

Infection & Response (paper 1) Quantitative chemistry (paper 1) Particle model of matter (paper 1) 

Bioenergetics (paper 1) Chemical changes (paper 1) Atomic structure (paper 1) 

Homeostasis & response (paper 2) Energy changes (paper 1) Forces (paper 2) 

Inheritance, variation and evolution 

(paper 2) 

The rate and extent of chemical change 

(paper 2) 

Waves (paper 2) 

Ecology (paper 2) Organic chemistry (paper 2) Magnetism & electromagnetism 

(paper 2) 

 Chemical analysis (paper 2)  

 Chemistry of the atmosphere (paper 2)  

 Using resources (paper 2)  
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San Sebastian, North Spain 

Spanish GCSE  
Head of Department: Mrs Fowles 

Teachers:                       Delivered by the MFL Department  

 

Subject description: 

Students study Spanish for three lessons a week. The lessons are very lively and interactive. In order to 

maximise their progress in lessons, students are encouraged to participate with gusto! A typical lesson 

could include listening to authentic Spanish situations to pull out key information as well as creating and 

then performing a role play. Students will also hone their skills as language detectives ensuring that they 

develop the resilience to become effective language learners for life.  Students are taught speaking, listen-

ing, reading and writing skills in Spanish and they cover a range of topics related to social issues and daily 

life in Hispanic countries. Students complete their GCSE in Year 11.   

 

Exam Requirements:  

The four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing will be equally weighted at 25%; 

All skills will be externally assessed with exams at the end of Year 11;  

The specifications in Spanish will be tiered (Foundation or Higher) and students will have to enter all 

the skills at the same tier.   

 
Exam Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Curriculum Content 

Students will cover topics linked to five main themes: 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Who am I? ; Daily life; Cultural life. 

Theme 2: Local area, holiday and travel 

Holidays; Travel and tourist transactions; Town, region and country. 

Theme 3: School 

What school is like; School activities. 

Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work   

Using languages beyond the classroom; Ambitions; Work . 

Theme 5: International and global dimension 

Bringing the world together; Environmental issues. 

 

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers) 

Your GCSE in Spanish can lead you on to further language study, such as by choosing A Level Spanish or 

even choosing to live and work abroad. A language GCSE is also a huge advantage in the workplace in any 

country. We don’t just mean for students who want to be a teacher or translator - language and commu-

nication skills will prove useful for anything and everything, from fashion to sport, music, telecommunica-

tions, technology and even engineering. Employers say they want applicants with conversational ability in 

a second language; which means just having a little bit of language could help you when you come to get a 

job. You may not fancy working abroad, but UK businesses need linguists and a little bit of knowledge of a 

second language will help you in careers from technology to customer service, and can even be helpful 

when looking for summer jobs, particularly in tourism. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZs9X5hp3MAhVM0hoKHVzVA-4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.andiamoholidays.com/tour/spain&bvm=bv.119745492,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNEcLFWBQB3uq-Qeto8CtLc0jwh4uA&ust=1461235045406403
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French GCSE  
Head of Department: Mrs Fowles 

Teachers:                       Delivered by the MFL Department  

 

Subject description: 

Students study French for three lessons a week. The lessons are very lively and interactive. In order to 

maximise their progress in lessons, students are encouraged to participate with enthusiasm! A typical les-

son could include listening to authentic French situations to pull out key information as well as creating 

and then performing a role play. Students will also hone their skills as language detectives ensuring that 

they develop the resilience to become effective language learners for life.  Students are taught speaking, 

listening, reading and writing skills in French and they cover a range of topics related to social issues and 

daily life in Francophone countries. Students complete their GCSE in Year 11.   

 

Exam Requirements:  

The four skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing will be equally weighted at 25%; 

All skills will be externally assessed with exams at the end of Year 11;  

The specifications in French will be tiered (Foundation or Higher) 

and students will have to enter all the skills at the same tier.   

 
Exam Board: 

Edexcel 

 

Curriculum Content 

Students will cover topics linked to five main themes: 

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

Who am I? ; Daily life; Cultural life. 

Theme 2: Local area, holiday and travel 

Holidays; Travel and tourist transactions; Town, region and country. 

Theme 3: School 

What school is like; School activities. 

Theme 4: Future aspirations, study and work   

Using languages beyond the classroom; Ambitions; Work . 

Theme 5: International and global dimension 

Bringing the world together; Environmental issues. 

 

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers) 

Your GCSE in French can lead you on to further language study, such as by choosing A Level French or 

even choosing to live and work abroad. A language GCSE is also a huge advantage in the workplace in any 

country. We don’t just mean for students who want to be a teacher or translator - language and commu-

nication skills will prove useful for anything and everything, from fashion to sport, music, telecommunica-

tions, technology and even engineering. Employers say they want applicants with conversational ability in 

a second language; which means just having a little bit of language could help you when you come to get a 

job. You may not fancy working abroad, but UK businesses need linguists and a little bit of knowledge of a 

second language will help you in careers from technology to customer service, and can even be helpful 

when looking for summer jobs, particularly in tourism. 



13 

RE GCSE (AQA)  

Head of Geography: Miss Cotton 

Teachers: Delivered by the RE Department 

Subject description:  

Religious Studies is concerned with people, their beliefs and lifestyle, and their responses to a variety of cur-

rent moral, social and philosophical issues. It can therefore be viewed as one of the most useful, stimulating 

and interesting subjects to study at GCSE. This course allows you to study religious and non-religious ideas as 

well as philosophical and ethical ideas. You will also look at the major World Religions of Christianity and 

Islam in detail.  

AQA exam board and specification:  

Component 1: The study of religions: beliefs, teachings and practices 

Beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity and Islam are studied. 

How it's assessed 
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 96 marks, plus 6 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 

• 50% of GCSE 
 

Component 2: Thematic studies 

Students study four religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes. 

Theme A: Relationships and families. 

Theme B: Religion and life  

Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment. 

Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice  

How it's assessed 
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 96 marks, plus 6 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) 

• 50% of GCSE 
 

What skills will I gain from studying RE? 

• Improved discussion skills—talking about your own ideas, taking into account alternative views and 

drawing reasoned conclusion 

• Skills of enquiry and critical reflection on issues and ideas  

• Better understanding of the complexity of beliefs, values and moral issues, and their application in 

everyday life.  

• Reflection on your own beliefs and values  

Where can RE take me:  

Most students  go on to study A Level Philosophy or Religious Studies at Barton a local college.  

There is also a range of job sectors where the skills learnt through RS are highly beneficial: travel and tour-

ism health and social care childcare public services legal studies journalism …to name just a few . 
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Subject: Personal, social, health and economic 

education (PSHE) 

Head of Department: Miss Cotton 

Teachers:  Delivered by tutors 

This is a non-examined subject.  

Subject description: 

PSHE (personal, social, health and economic) education is a school curriculum subject through which stu-

dents develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to manage their lives, now and in the future. 

PSHE education helps students to stay healthy, safe and prepared for life – and work – in modern Britain. 

Across KS4 students study topics such as Employability Skills, Citizenship, Online Safety, Relationships, and 

Health which enables them to deepen their understanding and promote problem solving revolving around 

key issues and situations they may one day face in their life beyond Charter.  

Why do we teach PSHE? 

Here at Ark Charter Academy, we want all pupils to understand how to form long- lasting, positive friend-

ships and connections to those around them. We want to guide our pupils to live healthy and well-balanced 

lives that include an awareness of their rights, the impacts of their decisions and how to navigate around 

potentially harmful situations.  

Our school mission is to ensure that every pupil leaves Charter confident and resilient young people, as-

sured in their strength of courage, value of justice and necessity of respect; able to pursue careers they are 

passionate about, contribute to society and live happy, healthy and fulfilled lives. PSHE plays a big role in 

fulfilling this mission.  

RSE and Health Education: 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education are statutory parts of our curriculum. RSE is 

the social, emotional, and cultural development of students, and involves learning about relationships in-

cluding sex education, sexual health, sexuality, healthy lifestyles, mental health, diversity, and personal 

identity. RSE involves life-long learning about physical, moral, and emotional development. Effective sex 

and relationships education (RSE) makes a significant contribution to the development of the personal skills 

needed by students to establish and maintain positive, healthy relationships. It enables young people to 

make responsible and well-informed decisions about their health and wellbeing. 

At Ark Charter Academy, our RSE curriculum progresses developmentally and reflects the changing needs 

of our students. It is delivered through a spiral curriculum which revisits the core themes (such as health 

and wellbeing) year on year, each time building on previous learning to increase knowledge, deepen under-

standing and further develop essential skills and attitudes. 

Additional Information:  

PSHE education is taught throughout the school in every year group and is monitored and reviewed regu-

larly by the staff and governing body. Please visit the school’s website for more detail about our PSHE cur-

riculum. All PSHE teaching takes place will take place in a safe learning environment and is underpinned by 

our school ethos and values. 

For more information please email Miss Cotton: c.cotton@charteracademy.org.uk  
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Humanities 

Option Subjects 
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Geography GCSE (AQA)  

Head of Geography: Miss Efford  

Teachers:  Delivered by the Geography Department 

 

Subject description:  

Geography covers a range of physical and human topics that are important in today’s dynamic 

world. Physical topics include; natural hazards (tectonics and weather hazards as well as climate 

change), the living world (deserts and rainforests) and coasts and rivers in the UK. Human topics 

include; urban issues and challenges (focus on Rio de Janeiro and Portsmouth), economic devel-

opment (focus on Nigeria) and resource management (focusing on food).  

Students study geography 4 times a week and the lessons include a range of literacy, numeracy 

and speaking and listening tasks.  

 

Exam course:  

AQA exam board and specification:  

35% Paper 1: Living with the physical environment  

35% Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment  

30% Paper 3: Geographical applications  

 

Subject requirements:  

Students should be interested in the changes on our dynamic 

earth and the connections between humans and the physical landscapes. They will need to show 

commitment and dedication to achieve highly. Homework will be set weekly.  

 

Where can Geography take me:  

There are several skills developed on the geography GCSE course which lend themselves to ca-

reers in a range of industries. Here are a few examples: 

Military, engineering, banking and finance, disaster management, government, education, envi-

ronment, international development, etc.  
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 Subject: GCSE History 

Head of Department: Mrs Bennett 

Teachers:  Delivered by the History Department 

Subject description: 

The History GCSE course consists of 3 written examinations. It covers a 

broad chronology from 1250-present day and a mixture of both British and world history. 

Exam requirements: 

Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment 30% of the qualification. 

Paper 2: Period study and British depth study 40% of the qualification 

Paper 3: Modern depth study 30% of the qualification 

Curriculum content: 

Paper 1: Warfare and British society, c1250-present and London during the Second World War 1939-45 

Students will study how the nature and experience of warfare changes over time. They will also look at key 

battle case studies, such as the Battle of the Somme. In the historical environment study, students will get 

the change to look at how London was effected during the Second World War and the impact that the Blitz 

had on the people.  

Paper 2: Superpower relations and the Cold War, 1941-91 and  Early Elizabethan England 1558-88. 

For the period study students will study relations between the USA and the Soviet Union during the Cold 

War. They will cover key turning point events, such as the Building of the Berlin Wall and the Cuban Missile 

Crisis. For the British depth study students will study the early reign of Elizabeth I. They will look into the 

challenges she faced on her accession and how she overcame her threats, such as Mary Queen of Scots and 

the Spanish Armada. 

Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 

Students will study the history of Germany between WWI and WWII. They will look at the changes made 

under the Weimar government and how Hitler came to power. They will also cover the impact that Nazi 

rule had on Germany. 

Exam Board:  

Edexcel 

For more information please email Mrs Bennett; e.bennett@charteracademy.org.uk 

Requirements for the course. 

Students should have a keen interest in history. It is also important that students are well prepared for the 

written aspect of the course. They need to be able to demonstrate an ability to write to a good standard. 

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers). 

Studying history can lead on to some exciting career options, including: journalism, law, business, politics, 

archaeology, marketing and teaching. On top of this, you will learn valuable skills that will help you with A 

levels and future employment such as research skills, problem-solving skills, analytical skills and how to 

construct an argument. 



18 

Option Subjects 
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Subject: GCSE Art and Design (AQA exam board) 

Head of Department: Miss Bryce 

Teachers:  Delivered by the Art department 

 

Subject description: 

The Art GCSE course consists of the portfolio and an externally set task.   

 

Coursework (Portfolio) – 60%. 

Students will study three projects for their portfolio based on ‘Food, ‘Identity’ and ‘Natural Forms’.  Each 
topic teaches and develops students’ skills with a wide range of materials, including drawing, sculpture, 
ceramics, photography, painting, mixed media and print making.  Students are expected to explore the art 
of other cultures whilst developing their skills and understanding of art.  Students are encouraged to ex-
press their ideas through exploration and experimentation with a variety of media, techniques and process-
es.  Sketchbooks and A3 – A1 sheets are used to show preparatory study and final pieces conclude and real-
ise students’ research, ideas and interests.  When possible, study visits to museums and art galleries are 
arranged and encouraged when appropriate to the coursework projects.  

 

Exam requirements (Externally Set Task) – 40%. 

The externally set task contributes the remaining 40% of the final GCSE grade.  It is conducted as a separate 
project which starts in January 2024.  The exam board set a series of themes for students to select from.  
Students are given twelve weeks to research, design, draw, experiment and develop a chosen theme, which 
then results in a ten-hour examination split over 2 consecutive days for students to create their personal 
response. 
 

For more information please email Miss Bryce; j.bryce@charteracademy.org.uk 

                                                            

Requirements for the course. 

Personal commitment and organisation are necessary to meet the continuous assessment, homework and 
preparation deadlines.  Homework is set weekly and students are expected to allocate an hour to complete 
this to their full potential. 

 

Possible Career Pathways. 

Artist, Art Historian, Art Therapist, Theatre Designer, Interior Designer, Graphic Designer, Illustrator, Anima-
tor, Photographer, Gallery or Museum Educator or Curator, Journalist, Architect, Teacher. 
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Business Studies 
Teacher:  Delivered by Mrs Ralston 

Subject description: 
Business Studies will offer opportunities to develop business skills demanded by 
employers in the UK today. They will enhance the learners’ readiness for 
employment by developing transferable skills such as planning, research and 
analysis, working with others and effective communication. This qualification will 
assess the application of business skills through their practical use and an understanding of business and 
enterprise through both practical and knowledge-based activities.  
 

Exam Requirements:  
Students will be required to complete one exam in year 11 to achieve their qualification. This exam will contain a 
mix of short answer questions and longer essay-style questions that require students to analyse a case study and 
make recommendations to a specific business. Supporting this exam will be a coursework project requiring 
learners to demonstrate their knowledge through a range of activities. 
 

Exam board and qualification: 
We deliver the NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise.  More information about the 
qualification can be found on the following website: 
 https://www.ncfe.org.uk/schools/subject-areas/business-and-enterprise/   
 
Curriculum content: 
Business Studies is an exceptionally varied subject. The NCFE qualification consists of the following units: 
 
Unit 01 Introduction to business and enterprise: 
 

 

 

 

This unit will be assessed in an Externally assessed written exam and is worth 40% of the overall qualification. 

 

Unit 02 Understanding resources for business and enterprise planning: 

 

 

 

 
This unit will be assessed in an internally assessed synoptic project and is worth 60% of the overall qualification. 

 
Requirements for the course 
Students should have an interest in the theoretical and practical elements of business. They will also have to be 
able to articulate themselves effectively using structured paragraphs, and be able to apply their mathematical 
knowledge to numerous situations. Strong ICT skill are also desirable for Business Studies students. 
 

Studying this subject can lead to … 
This qualification will provide learners with the essential knowledge, transferable 
skills and tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the aims of 
enhancing their employability when they leave education. This qualification also 
ensures that students can progress either to A-Levels or a level 3 qualification of 
their choice. 
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Computer Science 
Head of Department: Mr Thornton 
Teacher:  Delivered by Mr Thornton 
 

Subject description: 
This is a rigorous and challenging qualification that aims to give students a 
thorough understanding of computational principles. Students will have the 
opportunity to build their own applications and develop a greater 
awareness of the rapidly changing computing field. Content covered is wide 
spread and includes: Software development from design to the finished 
product, computer architecture and programming in python. 
 
Exam Requirements:  
Students will be assessed in 3 parts, one on Computational thinking, 
problem solving, code tracing and applied computing as well as theoretical knowledge of computer science from 
subject content 1–4 below. The qualification is assessed by a written exam (Paper 1) set in practically based 
scenarios: 1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks and goes towards 50% of a GCSE. The second part is on Theoretical 
knowledge from subject content 3–7 above.  This section is also assessed by a written exam (Paper 2): 1 hour 30 
minutes, 80 marks and goes towards 50% of a GCSE.  The final part, will be assessed by completing a project. The 
purpose of the project is to develop student’s ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course 
to solve a problem. Students will be expected to follow a systematic approach to problem solving, consistent 
with the skills described in Section 8 of the subject content. The skills developed can be applied to exam 
questions on computational thinking (Paper 1). 
 

Exam board and qualification: 

Students will follow the AQA GCSE Computer Science specification. 
 
Curriculum content: 
Students will study a range of topics which are designed to cover most aspects of 

computational principles at GCSE, and cover: 
1. Fundamentals of algorithms 
2. Programming 
3. Fundamentals of data representation 
4. Computer systems 
5. Fundamentals of computer networks  
6. Fundamentals of cyber security  
7. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society, 

including issues of privacy 
8. Aspects of software development 
9. Programming project 

 
Requirements for the course 
This is a high intensity, mathematically and logic driven course that requires a tolerant aptitude and a methodical 
approach to solving problems. Students must be willing to invest their time outside of school hours in order to 
develop their generic IT based skills.  
 

Studying this subject can lead to … 
The course offers a multitude of progression opportunities including: further chance to study Computing/
Computer Science at A level, apprenticeships or HND courses in a niche area of computing, i.e.( Software 
Engineering or an apprentice within the computing community). 
Or even, the knowledge to become the C.E.O of your own company! For example  

Mark Zuckerberg (Facebook Creator) 
studied Computer Science at Harvard University. 
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Drama GCSE (WJEC) 

Head of Drama : Ms Claxton 

Teachers:      Delivered by the Performing Arts Department 

Subject description: 

The course aims to give an understanding of using a variety of drama techniques, 

forms, genres and practitioners to create a devised piece, perform scripted 

scenes, and interpret play texts as both an actor and director. Drama GCSE re-

quires creative and collaborative skill, a willingness to perform and the capacity to evaluate, alongside a disciplined, ma-

ture approach to making theatre. 

Curriculum content 

The course will involve: use of dramatic technique and form, influenced by famous practitioners or genres, to make work 

more creative and meaningful to an audience; devising using stimuli, subject matter and structure; building and perform-

ing both scripted and devised characters, using a variety of acting skills; discussion and evaluation of live professional 

theatre; interpreting a play text from the point of view of actor / director / designer (this is the subject of the Component 

3 written exam, along with a response to the candidate’s scripted performance in Component 2). There is also an option 

to focus on a technical skill, instead of acting, for each of the three units.  

Requirements for the course 

GCSE Drama demands some confidence in performance (or particular skill in a technical area such as design or lighting), 

an ability to reflect on and analyse drama verbally and on paper, and a willingness to work productively with a variety of 

other people. 

Where will this qualification take me? 

Successful candidates can, and have, gone on to careers as actors, directors or theatre technicians – the GCSE gives an 

appreciation of all areas of theatre through its emphasis on live performance and play production. Drama is also useful 

for complementing subjects such as English or even Law (barristers are often excellent actors!).  

Further vocational and academic qualifications 

At college, the BTEC First Diploma in Performing Arts (Acting) will provide an exten-

sion of the skills learnt at GCSE, with the addition of vocational elements which focus 

on the technical and administrative jobs of the performing arts. This will be especially 

useful for those who want to work in technical theatre or a non-performance area.  A

-Level Drama and Theatre Studies is less vocational, and more weighted towards 

performance and written tasks. Universities and drama schools similarly provide 

either a more academic study of Drama, or a vocational, practical training in being an 

actor or technician. 

Exam requirements: 

• Component 1: Devising Theatre—Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated      40% 

of qualification. Learners participate in the creation, development and performance of a piece of devised theatre 

using either the techniques of an influential theatre practitioner or a genre, in response to a stimulus set by WJEC.  

• Component 2: Performing from a Text Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner        

20% of qualification—Learners study two extracts from the same performance text chosen by the centre. Learners 

participate in one performance using sections of text from both extracts. 

• Component 3: Interpreting Theatre written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes    40% of qualification 

• Section A: Set Text. -A series of questions on one set text from a choice of five decided by the centre.  

• Section B: Live Theatre Review—One question, from a choice of two, requiring analysis and evaluation of 

a given aspect of a live theatre production seen during the course. 
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GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition  

Teachers:    Delivered by Food technology/Catering teachers 

Subject description: 

OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Food Preparation and Nutrition qualification 

aims to equip learners with the knowledge, understanding and 

skills required to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. The OCR qualification will 

encourage learners to cook and make informed decisions about a wide range of further learning, opportunities and ca-

reer pathways as well as develop life skills that enable learners to feed themselves and others affordably, now and in 

later life.  

Exam Requirements:  

Component 1: The Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition • Written examination which equates to 50% of the qual-

ification Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action • Two non-examination assessments which are released 

at key points throughout the final year. These include: a. Assessment 1: The Food Investigation (15% of the grade) b. As-

sessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment (35% of the grade)  

Exam board and qualification: 

OCR GCSE - Food Preparation and Nutrition  

 
Curriculum content 

Students will study the benefits of healthy eating, tracking where their food comes from and the sustainable methods 

used to protect our planet for the future. The students will be able to utilise their scientific knowledge when looking at 

cooking methods and rates of reaction. They will have the opportunity to cook regularly, ensuring that their kitchen skills 

are secure, leading to mastery. There is a significant written element to the course with both Components requiring 

coursework folders that demonstrate their knowledge and understanding, showing a good grasp of the English Lan-

guage. There is a financial commitment that must be undertaken by every student/parent who opts for and is successful-

ly accepted onto the course. The expectation is that students will need to bring in their ingredients on a regular basis. If 

practical sessions are missed regularly, student’s risk being removed from the course.  

Requirements for the course 

Students should have an interest in the theoretical and practical elements of food They will also have to be able to artic-

ulate themselves effectively using structured paragraphs, and be able to apply their mathematical knowledge to numer-

ous situations.  

Studying this subject can lead to–  

Education  

Learners could progress onto further Level 3 qualifications and A levels, such as:  

• Advanced GCE in Design and Technology: Food Technology  

• Advanced GCE in Home Economics (Food, Nutrition and Health)  

• Diploma in Advanced Professional Cookery (Preparation and Cooking)  

• Certificate in Hospitality and Catering Principles  

• Professional Cookery Studies  

Employment Jobs directly related:  

Baker, barista, brewery worker, chef, farm manager, food scientist (food scientists develop and test different foods, mak-

ing sure they are safe for humans to eat), nutritional therapist (nutritional therapists help improve and maintain health 

and wellbeing through diet and nutrition), school teacher, waiting staff.  
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Subject: Music (Edexcel) 

Head of Department: Miss Steaggles 

Teachers: Delivered by the Performing Arts Department 

 

Subject description 

In GCSE Music, a variety of different music genres, from instrumental mu-

sic to fusions, will be studied.  There are eight set works ranging from 

Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No 5 to Star Wars by John Williams.  The 

wide specification for this course makes it a very interesting subject to 

study.   

 

Curriculum content: 

Composing, performing and music theory skills will be developed.  Two pieces of music will need to be composed, one 

is a free composition of your choice, and one is chosen from a brief set by the Edexcel.  Two pieces need to be per-

formed, one a solo and the other a group performance.  The specification for both the compositions and performances 

is very flexible, allowing accessibility to students with a variety of talents.  The GCSE syllabus also allows for the use of 

music technology.  

 

Requirements for the course: 

As performance is 30% of the final grade, it is a requirement that our GCSE students will already have been taking 

instrumental/vocal lessons for at least a year, and must be of Grade 4 standard to access grades 9-7.  We would also 

expect that our GCSE students be active in musical extracurricular activities.  Being a member of a music group is an 

opportunity in itself to perform outside of the school environment.  

The ability to read music at an elementary level will obviously be an advantage and a good working knowledge of the 

keyboard is essential as most of the composing element is worked out using the keyboard. It is extremely useful if mu-

sic students have access to a keyboard outside of school as this will facilitate work on both performance and composi-

tion as part of home tasks. Music GCSE is an extremely challenging course, but is fun and interesting. It caters for stu-

dents with a variety of talents and abilities.  There is a great sense of community amongst the students, all of whom 

assist each other in both practical and theory work.  They perform together and generally have a great time improving 

their own skills and discovering talents they never knew they had!   

 

Exam Requirements: 

There are 3 parts to assessment in music: 

• Controlled assessment involving performance of a solo and ensemble 

piece lasting 4 minutes in total. (30%) 

• Controlled assessment involving composition of 2 pieces – each needing 

to last at least 1½ minutes. (30%) 

• Final written examination which assesses understanding of music by lis-

tening and appraising set works and making critical judgements about 

other closely related music. (40%) 

 

Other Examinations that can be taken 

TRINITY GUILDHALL ROCK SCHOOL 

ASSOCIATED BOARD of the ROYAL SCHOOLS of MUSIC graded exams: practical 

and theory. 

These are available for those students taking individual lessons only.  These lessons are currently free to students, 

which is a huge privilege and are therefore not to be undertaken lightly.  We ask for commitment to both the lessons 

and to the practice that goes with them.  We have visiting teachers who offer teaching on brass or woodwind instru-

ments as well as drums, vocals, guitar, and piano/keyboard.  
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Subject: GCSE Photography (AQA exam board) 

Head of Department: Miss Bryce 

Teacher:  Miss Bryce  

  

Subject description: 

The Photography GCSE course consists of the portfolio and an externally set task.  

Coursework (Portfolio) – 60%. 

Students will study three projects for their portfolio based on ‘Collections, ‘Portraits’ and ‘Light and Dark’.  Each 
topic teaches and develops students’ photography skills, including camera functions, composition, lighting, col-
our, distance, capturing a moment, shutter speed, movement, photoshop, editing, contextual studies, collage 
and mixed media.  Students are expected to research and explore the work of other photographers whilst de-
veloping their own skills and understanding of elements of photography.  Students are encouraged to express 
their ideas through exploration and experimentation with a variety of photo shoots, editing techniques and 
processes.   

Exam requirements (Externally Set Task) – 40%. 

The externally set task contributes the remaining 40% of the final GCSE grade.  It is conducted as a separate 
project which starts in January 2024.  The exam board set a series of themes for students to select from.  Stu-
dents are given twelve weeks to research, design, photograph, experiment and develop a chosen theme, which 
then results in a ten - hour examination split over 2 consecutive days for students to create their personal re-
sponse. 

Expectations. 

Students need to participate in photo shoots of other people and will need to model for other students within 
the ‘Portraits’ unit of coursework in Year 10.  All students will work together when directing photo shoots, 
lighting, photographing and modelling.  Therefore, students need to work well in a pair, groups and as a team.  
The majority of the course is not spent taking photographs, but rather editing and presenting photographs and 
conducting research, artist studies and design ideas. There is a vast amount of writing on the Photography 
course as students are expected to analyse their own work as well as the work of others and annotate their 
project work as it progresses. 

Equipment and Resources. 

Students use expensive cameras and equipment that remain in school at all times. Students and parents are 
expected to sign a disclaimer for the student’s use of this equipment.  Students present the majority of their 
work on the computer creating their own web page of preparatory studies.  It is crucial that students under-
stand that the prep work makes up seventy-five percent of the course and includes initial research, artist stud-
ies, photo shoots and editing.  Students spend around two thirds of the course on the computer manipulating 
selected photographs, writing up research and presenting and annotating photo shoots. Sketchbooks and pa-
per are also used to experiment with materials and techniques.  Students select a small number of edited pho-
tographs to print and manipulate with materials to conclude and realise their intentions.   

 

When possible, study visits to museums and art galleries are arranged and encouraged when appropriate to 
the coursework projects.                                                        

Requirements for the course. 

Personal commitment and organisation are necessary to meet the continuous assessment, homework and 
preparation deadlines.  Students will need to organise and take part in location photo shoots as part of their 
independent study.  Homework is set weekly and students are expected to allocate an hour to complete this to 
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Subject: GCSE Separate Sciences (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) 

Head of Department: Mr Medway 

Teachers: Science Department 

Exam Board: AQA 

Subject description: 

The intent of ARK Charter Academy’s KS4 science curriculum is to build upon founda-

tions of knowledge and skills students have built up over years 7-9. Our young scien-

tists will leave us able to use their acquired scientific understanding to appreciate the 

world around them, review data, make informed choices (for example about what appliances to use based 

on energy consumption, or deciding to believe a news article) and recognise, using their scientific 

knowledge, how they can change their own future and that of the planet for the better.  

Students studying separate sciences receive 3 separate GCSE grades on results day, one for each subject. 

All 3 courses are linear, with six 1hr 45min exams (2 for biology, 2 for chemistry and 2 for physics) that 

make up 100% of the qualifications sat at the end of the course, but content is arranged into units as for 

combined science, with the addition of space physics to physics paper 2. 

In the separate sciences curriculum many of these units explore the science in greater depth and higher 

levels of complexity than their combined science counterparts, which is reflected by the additional qualifi-

cation received at the end of the courses and the additional curriculum and home independent study / revi-

sion time required to be successful in separate sciences. 

It is typical for separate science students at ARK Charter Academy to sit their examinations at the higher 

tier of entry, enabling them to gain 3 GCSE grades 4-9, but a foundation option is available should mock 

examinations indicate this to be the best pathway for the student to be successful.  

For more information please email Mr Medway: d.medway@charteracademy.org.uk  

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers). 

It remains fair to say that selecting separate sciences over combined sciences has little impact on the possi-

ble pathways which are open to students in their future study or careers, however some top universities 

and courses (Russel Group universities and courses such as medicine, dentistry and veterinary sciences) do 

slightly prefer students who have studied separate science GCSEs when faced with students with similar A-

levels and extra-curricular & work experiences. 

Due to the additional knowledge and skills covered, students of separate sciences often report feeling well 

equipped for the step-up to A-level science courses and will therefore be advantageous to anyone planning 

to follow an A-level route into biology, chemistry or physics. 

A-levels in biology (and human biology), chemistry, physics, psychology, geology, geography, maths, further 

maths, PE 

Further study/careers in: biological and life sciences (biochemistry, pharmacology, environmental sciences, 

physical geography), physical sciences (materials science, forensics, archaeology) or medicine, dentistry and 

veterinary sciences. 
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Head of Department:  Mr L Tindal 

Teachers:  Delivered by the PE department. 

Subject overview: 

 This level 1/2 qualification is appropriate for learners who are looking to develop a significant core of knowledge 

and understanding in Sports Science. 

 Assessment requirements 

R041: Reducing the risk of sports injuries 1 hour  Written paper, OCR-set and marked  

R042: Applying principles of training approx. 10hours Centre-assessed task, OCR moderated  

R044: Sport psychology approx. 10hours Centre-assessed task, OCR moderated  

R046: Technology in sport 10hours Centre-assessed task, OCR moderated  

Exam board and qualification 

OCR Cambridge National Sports Science Certificate Level 1/2 

Curriculum content 

R041: Reducing the risk of sports injuries 

Students learn how to prepare participants to take part in physical activity so that they minimise the risk of inju-

ries. They also learn how to respond to common sporting injuries and how to recognise the symptoms of some 

common medical conditions. 

 

R042: Applying principles of training 

Students develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of training and how to keep performers in peak 

physical condition. They apply practical skills in fitness testing and in designing bespoke training programmes to 

suit individual requirements. 

 

R044: Sport psychology 

Students look at some of the key elements of sport psychology and the strategies and techniques used to help 

sports performers maintain an effective balance between being relaxed and focused when performing under 

pressure. 

 

R046: Technology in sport 

Students consider how various technologies are used in sport to enhance performance and the experience of 

sport both for performers and for spectators, as well as the career opportunities that the use of technology 

presents. They also explore arguments both for and against the increasing use of technology in sport. 

 

Requirements for all PE courses (particular skills, equipment etc.) 

• PE kit for practical sessions every week 

• A high level of practical competency 

• Participation at extra-curricular school clubs or activities outside of school 

• An interest in developing knowledge and understanding of the theoretical issues and background of sport 

Studying this subject can lead to (particular courses, or careers) 

These courses provide a work-related qualification for those wanting a career in a field of sport and is an ad-

vantage if students are interested in following a career in sport or studying sport at a higher level. 

OCR Sports Science 


