
Why Study A 
Degree in History?



Why study a degree in History?

According to the 18th-century 
politician Edward Gibbons, 
History is¤

"little more than the 
register of crimes, follies, 
and misfortunes of 
mankind"

Surely he can®t be right, can he? 



Before we begin, what is compulsory 
History in a History degree?



ÅNOTHINGis compulsory.

ÅHistory is a vast subject, far 
larger than most others.

ÅAt degree level this vastness is 
magnified.

ÅThe ability to specialise is a 
unique aspect that very few 
other subjects can offer.

Before we begin, what is compulsory 
History in a History degree?



So if nothing is the same, then surely all History 
degrees are different?

ÅIn terms of content ²yes 
they are.

ÅIn terms of skills ²
absolutely not.

ÅThis is why it®s important 
to discuss each aspect 
separately.



What History 

modules are 

on offer at 

universities? 



Specific History 
Modules at UK 

Universities

European 
Political History 
776 BC-AD 69

Cambridge

Scotland and 
the English 
Empire 400-

1000
St. Andrews

Saharan Africa, 
1880-2000

Durham 

Public History 
Birmingham

Modernity and 
the Making of 

Asia 
Aberystwyth

Post War 
Britain ²(Cool 

Britannia) 
Chichester

Revolutionary 
Cuba 
Exeter

*Correct as of July 2018



Just some of the 

individual modules 

on offer across UK 

universities. 

Please note these 

are just modules 

which make up a 

far larger course.


