
Why Study 
German?



‘If you talk to a man in a 
language he 

understands, that goes 
to his head. 

If you talk to him in his 
own language, that 
goes to his heart.’

Nelson Mandela



German is such an important language in 
business in central and eastern Europe.
There are many major companies based in Germany and they regularly 
appear in the top 100 of the most profitable businesses in the world. 
Do you recognise them?

Company Headquarters Position in the world Number of 
employees

Volkwagen
Wolfsburg

7th 642,292

Daimler Stuttgart 16th 289,321

Allianz Munich 38th 140, 253

BMW Munich 51st 129,932

Siemens Munich 66th 372,000

http://fortune.com/global500

http://fortune.com/global500


Did you 
know …?

Germany is the 9th most 
visited country in the world

Over 35 million visitors every 
year go to Germany

Over 100,000 UK-born people 
live in Germany (UN 2017)



German skills are in much demand, yet a smaller 
number of students take German at A-level 

compared to French and Spanish.

Some people think it is a more difficult 
language to learn, but you have 
already made a great start in your 
study of German - you have a GCSE!



Your skills as a German 
speaker will be in demand.
In a recent study by the 
British Council, German was 
identified as the 5th most 
important language for the 
prosperity, security and 
influence of the UK in the 
years to come.

https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/fil
es/languages-for-the-future-report.pdf

https://www.britishcouncil.org/sites/default/files/languages-for-the-future-report.pdf


15 Gründe, 
warum du 
unbedingt 
Deutsch 
lernen 
solltest

Take a look at this article on the 
portal ‘Studying in Germany’ to 
learn about 15 reasons why you 
really should learn German.

https://www.studieren-in-
deutschland.org/15-grunde-
warum-du-unbedingt-deutsch-
lernen-solltest/

https://www.studieren-in-deutschland.org/15-grunde-warum-du-unbedingt-deutsch-lernen-solltest/


There are 
many reasons 
why students 
choose to 
study 
German. 

Some people want to learn more about German culture, 
through literature and history.

Others love working out the grammar rules and thinking 
about the difference between their mother tongue and 
German.

Have a look at this page on the Goethe-Institut website -
eleven students from all over the world talk about their 
reasons for studying German.

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/mag/20461085.html

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/mag/20461085.html


Sprache. Kultur. 
Deutschland.

Learning about German culture gives 
you a real insight into the place and its 
people.  It also gives you the opportunity 
to reflect on what culture means for you.

The Goethe-Institut, named after the 
most famous writer to come out of 
Germany, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, 
promotes the study of the German 
language outside of Germany and is a 
great resource to start to find out more 
about German culture.

https://www.goethe.de/de/kul/bku.html

https://www.goethe.de/de/kul/bku.html


Study German and …

It is a great idea to study German alongside another subject 
when you go to uni.

You could take it with a science subject. German is the 
second most commonly used scientific language in the world.

You could study German with engineering or IT. 

Many students who do this spend a year working in Germany 
as part of their degree.



Deutsch am Arbeitsplatz -
German in the workplace
Listen to the short conversations on this webpage and 
guess the job!

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/ueb/daa/all/br0/br1.html

INTERVIEW ZU ARBEITSZEITEN UND URLAUB IN 
DEUTSCHLAND

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/ueb/daa/all/br0/br5.html

https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/ueb/daa/all/br0/br1.html
https://www.goethe.de/de/spr/ueb/daa/all/br0/br5.html


Work 
experience in 
Germany

If you like a challenge and want to really improve your 
language skills, you could do a short work experience 
placement in Germany.

UK German Connection provide links to organisations 
which can help you find a work experience or 
voluntary placement.

http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/working-
volunteering

Read about Abigail’s experience working in an Art 
school in Germany.

https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/germany/case
-studies/abigail-stewart/

http://www.ukgermanconnection.org/working-volunteering
https://www.workexperienceabroad.co.uk/germany/case-studies/abigail-stewart/


What is it like studying a language at university?

There are many different paths of language study at 
university.  You can combine a language with another subject, 
or you can choose to study pure languages.

Have a look at what Connor has to say about his languages 
degree.

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/403/60-Second-
Interview:-Modern-Languages-Student

https://successatschool.org/advicedetails/403/60-Second-Interview:-Modern-Languages-Student


Improving your ‘soft’ 
skills

Interpersonal skills, communication skills 
and speaking in public - all of these are 
developed when you learn a language.  

These are skills which employers really want 
their employees to have.



There are lots of 
scientific studies 

which suggest that 
learning another 
language has a 
really positive 
effect on our 

brains.



Language learning 
improves literacy 

levels.

In addition, being 
able to switch from 

one language to 
another makes us 

better at 
multitasking. 



The benefits 
of a bilingual 
brain Watch this short TED-ed 

video about how knowing 
another language has real 

benefits for your brain.

The benefits of 
a bilingual brain

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmmoln5zbly


Linguists tend to 
be better 

communicators 
and flexible 

thinkers.



32,000,000 
reasons to 
learn a 
language

Even if you don’t think you will ever travel 
abroad, there are around 32 million foreign 
visitors to Britain every year.

There are so many different types of jobs which 
involve attracting these visitors and a little 
language ability goes a long way. 

There is no better time to keep developing your 
language skills as they will be a great asset to 
you in many aspects of your future life.



Read about how Jan 
Rausch became a 

freelance 
interpreter.

There are many jobs in the UK 
that require German speakers, 

including tourism, exporting, the 
military, customer service, the 
diplomatic service - and lots 

more!

https://www.inspiringthefuture.org/jrfi26/

Jobs with German in the UK

https://www.inspiringthefuture.org/jrfi26/


Jobs with German in the UK

Have a look at this jobs website to see a 
list of current vacancies for Germanists.

https://www.totaljobs.com/jobs/german?WT.mc_id=A_SE_Bing_TJ-
GEN-DSA-Generic-NV_c_Jobs-Results-
Page_/jobs_77515626805166_b_1240249148148478_dat-
77515595364999:loc-188_

https://www.totaljobs.com/jobs/german?WT.mc_id=A_SE_Bing_TJ-GEN-DSA-Generic-NV_c_Jobs-Results-Page_/jobs_77515626805166_b_1240249148148478_dat-77515595364999:loc-188_


Alarmingly, the economic cost of the UK’s 
linguistic performance - in terms of lost trade 
and investment - has been estimated at 
£48,000,000,000 per year.

58% of adults wish that they hadn’t given up 
learning a language.

77% of adults believe that language skills 
increase their employability.

I wish I’d 
never given 
up German!

David Cannadine, President of the British Academy
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/mar/01/britain-learning-languages-brexit--education



If you still 
need 
convincing …

… have a look at this TED talk - 4 
Reasons to Learn a Language.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQRjouwKDlU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQRjouwKDlU
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