
Why study 
sociology?



Why study sociology?

• It will allow you to understand 
how society works.

• It will allow you to understand 
why and how society changes 
over time.

• It will make you question 
everyday life that you have taken 
for granted and never analysed.



But isn’t sociology just a 
‘common sense’ subject?

NO.

Sociology is the academic study of societal 
institutions and human social relationships.

In sociology, theories and research are used to 
provide evidence and critical thought to the 
problems and processes that are found in our 
society.



So in 
sociology, do 
students just 

debate topics 
every lesson?

NO.

There is lots of discussion and debate as the 
topics looked at are interesting and relevant to 
contemporary life; however, the subject is a 
written discipline with many essay questions in 
the exams.



What is compulsory 
sociology if I go on to 
study a sociology degree?

In every sociology degree you will study:

• Sociological theories such as Functionalism, 
Feminism, Postmodernism, social action 
etc.

• Research methods such as questionnaires, 
interviews, observation, official statistics 
etc. 

• Class, gender, ethnicity.

• Themes such as power, globalisation and 
identity.



What is the difference between a BA 
Hons and a BSC Hons in Sociology?

• A BSC Hons will be more scientific and 
mathematical.  It is more likely to focus on 
quantitative research methods and analysis.

• A BA Hons will be less scientific and more 
humanities based.

• Both degree types have equal status and it is 
important to look at the modules offered at every 
university you are considering to ensure you are 
passionate about the course content.



What 
sociology 

modules are 
on offer at 

universities?



• War, memory and 
society

• Sociology of health and 
medicine

• Racism and xenophobia

• Emotional life

• The sociology of religion

• Sexualities

• Making the news

• Crimes against 
humanity

• Education, culture and 
society

These are just some of the 
individual modules that will 
contribute to a full degree course



What career paths will it open for me? 
Here is a list of careers directly related to a sociology 
degree: 

Teacher

ResearcherPolicy 
officer

Social 
worker

International 
aid worker

Lecturer
Demographer



Careers where a sociology degree will be helpful:

Charity 
officer

Journalist

Police 
officer

Family 
support 
worker

Researcher



Key skills of sociology 
degrees according to UK 
universities

• Conveying complex information and 
ideas

• Logical reasoning

• Critical and analytical thinking

• Self-awareness

• Ability to use evidence

• Research skills

• Cultural competence

• Writing ability



What will all this do for my development of 
professional skills?
This is what universities say….

Data analysis
BRISTOL

Awareness and 
attitude to 

work
SHEFFIELD

Effective written 
and oral 

communication
BATH

Problem-
solving

PLYMOUTH

Ability to work in 
a team

LIVERPOOL



What will all this do for my development of 
personal skills?

Improve your LORIC

Leadership — in sociology, you 
will need to develop leadership 

skills when conducting and 
analysing research.  You will 

develop leadership skills when 
debating sociological views and 
justifying the value of them to 

others.

Organisation — in sociology, you will 
develop organisational skills by learning 
how to construct a coherent and logical 

essay/argument.

Resilience — you will learn to grapple with 
the complex information you read and will 

have to continuously stay abreast of 
contemporary issues as they are always 

changing.



What will all this 
do for my 
development of 
personal skills?

Initiative — showing 
willingness to discover 

contemporary research that 
challenges or supports existing 

theories.  Being proactive to 
conduct research and develop 
new skills when analysing data 

and content.

Communication — developing written 
skills through essays and research 

analysis.  Improving your vocabulary by 
articulating complex sociological 

arguments to others.  Developing data 
presentation skills when explaining 

research findings, both orally and in a 
written context.



A degree in sociology 
will enable you to 
understand the 
world you live in.



A degree in sociology will encourage you to think critically about 
every aspect of societal life.



A degree in sociology will allow you to develop a range of transferable 
skills that employers value



A degree in 
sociology will 

contribute to you 
being a                 

well-rounded, 
interesting, 

educated individual 
who can engage in 

discussion about the 
society we live in.



Additional 
information

If you want to find out more, here are some links 
to websites with more information:

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-
advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/sociology

https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/c
ourses/sociology/five-reasons-to-study-sociology/

https://www.britsoc.co.uk/

https://icould.com/explore/search/sociology?cpa
ge=1

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/what-can-i-do-with-my-degree/sociology
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/courses/sociology/five-reasons-to-study-sociology/
https://www.britsoc.co.uk/
https://icould.com/explore/search/sociology?cpage=1
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