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If you wish to comment or contribute to  

Charter Academy’s newsletter, we would love to hear from you. You can contact us on: 

info@charteracademy.org.uk 

Everything within the newsletter is subject to possible amendments by the Principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Principal’s Welcome 
          
   

I am delighted to have joined the team at Ark Charter as 
Executive Principal from January 2020. It is an exciting 
time for the Academy as we meet the challenges of the 
new decade and seek to ensure the school provides a 
wealth of opportunity for our pupils. 

The warm welcome I have received not only by the students and staff but also from many par-
ents has been superb. Your support for us in our endeavours to ensure that all at Charter      
access their education in a way that sets them up to be able to enter the colleges and courses 
of their choosing is central. As we are all aware modern life throws many challenges down to 
our children as they deal with a rapidly changing and complex world in which they are due to 
take their place. It is imperative that we work together, collaboratively, to ensure that every 
pupil is given all opportunity to succeed.   

As you are aware Charter is currently enjoying a period of investment and growth and as our 
new building begins to rapidly take shape there will be opportunity to share the plans for the 
site at upcoming parent/teacher meetings. It is at these events that I very much look forward 
to meeting with as many parents as possible on an individual basis.  

In the meantime if you do have any queries or concerns that you would like to raise with me 
please do contact the school reception and we will find a mutually convenient meeting time. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Fiona Chapman, 

Executive Principal – Ark Charter. 
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Spiritual, Moral, Social, Cultural. 
 

  

Ark Charter Academy Christmas card: 

Year 7 and 10 students volunteered their time to write Christmas cards for Bluebell nursing home.  

The residents received at least two cards each. The residents loved having extra cards to open at 

time which can be very lonely.  As a Christian school we believe it is a duty to help anyone we can. 

Stewardship giving is really a response to the generosity of God. We are able to give only because 

God has first given to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charter Charity project: 

Thank you to all the Charter Academy students and their families who donated to operation Christ-
mas: The Foyer.  We collected 13 bags of gifts (snacks, toiletries and treats) for distribution to some 
of the young people at the Foyer.  Your generosity really made a difference to our community.  
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Drama at Ark Charter Academy 
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Component 1 Devised               

Performance  

Year 11 have been very busy completing their Compo-

nent 1 Devised Performances. This group piece that is 

presented to the class for marking and external modera-

tion.  

Everyone has worked so hard and even with mock exams 
happening during the rehearsal process all he groups 
have produced some imaginative and moving work for 
the exam.  

 

 

They will be working next on the Component 2 Scripted Performance. The visiting exam-

iner is coming on April 1st (not joking!) to watch the extracts that the year 11 drama stu-

dents have been rehearsing in class and intervention.  

The plays extracts being performed this year include; ‘A Zoo Story’, ‘My Mother Said I 
Never Should’, ‘Bouncers’. ‘The Woman in Black’ and ‘Stags and Hens’.  All of these are 
tried and tested script choices and we are very much looking forward to showing off the 
hard work of the year 11 cohort.  

Component 2 Scripted Perfomance  



  Ark Charter Academy achieve overall 3rd place in the   

Portsmouth Literature Quiz 2020! 

 

 

Our Teams, displaying  their book prizes! 

The Winning Team 

www.charteracademy.org.uk Follow us on Twitter: @ArkCharter Like us on Facebook: charteracademyARK 

Ark Charter Academy       Spring 1 



Ark Charter Academy student reviews on the               

Portsmouth Literature Quiz 2020 

 

Original pieces of work written by the students. 

The Lit Quiz is an event for year 7 and 8 where you read 4 set books and look at the authors web-

sites. At the time of writing this Charter has won the lit quiz in 2013,2014 and 2016. At the event 

you can buy books. This school will give you a book token for a free book, but you can also get more 

by winning rounds or buying them with your own money. The authors will sign the books you buy. 

At the event, as soon as you walk in you get a welcome quiz with pictures of authors. You are given 

options but only 10 names represent an author picture. The first round is general knowledge mean-

ing that you don’t know what to expect. It can be difficult if you don’t know many books. Visual A is 

next. You have to guess books based on images. Depending on how well you know the books and 

where the images come from can affect your score. The next round is on 2 authors of the books. 

You will be asked specific questions on the books. You need to know them well to score high. Visual 

B is the second visual round where you have to guess a section of a book title. This can be difficult 

as the books are from random authors. The 3rd round is about the other 2 authors of the books. 

These questions will also be specific meaning that you must know these books well. Visual C is 

when you have to guess the missing word in the blurb. This is a very hard visual round. Round 4 is 

the last non-visual round about the authors websites. There is lots of detail in these questions and 

they ask about their own life and some of their other books. Visual D is the last visual round. It is 

the last round for the quiz. At the end of the quiz, Charter came 3rd. At the end, the authors an-

swered questions from others at the quiz. It really inspired me to write and I wish I could learn 

more about creative writing. It was fairer then last year because now only 1 team can win a round 

once which means other teams get a chance. However, there are still some things that could be im-

proved. One of these things include changing the length of the Q&A. I wish it could be a bit longer 

because we couldn’t ask many questions that we wanted to. However, it was still fun and it defiantly 

was an improvement from last year.   

                Shaun 

In my opinion, the Literature Quiz 2020 was a wonderful experience to have. Competition filled the 

air, everyone was involved as part of a team and even the famous authors took part in the intriguing 

questions that were asked. The bravest students among the team were selected to go up during the 

Tie Breaker Round. Even though, Charter Academy did not win, we as participants had a lot of fun 

and we enjoyed our time together. I especially enjoyed the last part of the quiz when we got to find 

out more about how the authors wrote their books, and from where the inspirations came.  

                Alexi 

The Literature Quiz 2020 was a fantastic experience and I really enjoyed it. The quiz brings out 

confidence and a passion for reading in us. The authors were a huge inspiration and understanding 

what they go through daily made us so determined. I highly recommend the Literature Quiz to chil-

dren who really enjoy reading and are quite competitive. My favourite author was Stewart Foster 

who has written the famous books Bubble Boy, All The Things That Could Go Wrong and (my per-

sonal favourite) Check Mates. Other authors that were there included Ali Sparkes, Andy Mulligan 

and Sita Brahmachari. I believe that the quiz this year was better than last years quiz as we got to 

experience a Q&A session with the amazing authors. I am still in shock over one of our teams win-

ning 3rd place and I am so proud of us. It just shows that hard work and determination pays off. I 

highly recommend doing the Literature Quiz as it is an incredible experience.  

                Millie 
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Ark Charter Academy student reviews on the               

Portsmouth Literature Quiz 2020 

 

                        

     Literature Quiz 2020 

 

This year, I really enjoyed this literature quiz because it inspired me to do more in English as I was-
n’t really into English as a kid. Since joining this literature quiz in year 7 I’ve grown to love English.  

Its sad to know that it’s our last year (as a year 8) to do this competition because it’s one of the best 
experiences I’ve had.  

Reading has become apart of my daily routine and I’m happy that I’ve managed to read books I 
thought I would have never thought of reading.  

I enjoyed ‘Death by Detention’ and ‘Zebra Crossing Soul Song’ (they were the only books I read for 
the competition). People recommended Dog and Checkmates and I hope to read them in the future 
and enjoy them.  

Another thing I enjoyed was talking to the authors and learning more about them and the story be-
hind writing their book. I talked to Sita Brahmachari and she explained that she wrote her book be-
cause her son enjoyed music and wanted to write a book for him.  

I think this year’s quiz has been more fun since we had a Q&A with the authors which was fun be-
cause we knew more about them and their advice was helpful because it inspired many people to 
not take reading as joke because it might help people to love and enjoy reading and maybe push 
them forward to become a writer.                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                                           Alaina 
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Why not enter 
OUR WORLD BOOK DAY competition ?

.
Ask in the Library for details. Competition closes 

March 9th.



            P1                P2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

                     

                     P3                                            

           P4          

 

Can you name these 4 famous authors, who were 

at the Portsmouth Literature Quiz 2020? 

Please contact Mrs Cohen in in Library with your 

answers!   
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Student Quiz 



 

 

 

Careers at Ark Charter Academy 

 

It’s been a busy few weeks at the Careers Office. We kicked off 2020 with a series of 
events, including a Year 7 trip to “Get Inspired”, careers fair in Guildhall. Students 
got involved in making boats, building towers and discovering what our 
city has to offer in terms of education and employment.  

During Aspirations Week, we were visited by assembly speakers from var-
ious industries, including an entrepreneur who owns 23 McDonald’s Res-
taurants! They all spoke about how important it is to work hard and al-
ways try to do your best.  

Next up is the National Apprenticeship Week, 3rd-7th of February, where 
Year 10s will be hearing from  apprenticeship experts and training providers. Please do visit the gov-
ernment website for all things  apprenticeships – both for students and their parents! It’s almost nev-
er too late to pursue that dream job and an apprenticeship might be just the right way. Go to appren-
ticeships.gov.uk to visit the website. 

After February half-term, we will be marking the National Careers Week 
with a series of guest speaker assemblies and tutor presentations 
themed  “Citizen of the World”. We will be looking at globalisation, the 
importance of learning languages and broadening horizons. March also 
sees the BAE Roadshow visiting Ark Charter. This is a fabulous show set 
to ignite and inspire young minds about the world of engineering. 

Year 11s will be visited by Ark Central to talk about the Ark Alumni Net-
work – a great way to stay in touch, connect with the wider community, 
grow your network and give something back to the new generation of Ark 
students!  

Please visit our Careers and Further Education page on the school website 
(under “Life At Charter”) – there you can find our Careers Programme as 
well as links to useful websites, such as this one:          
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk  - a wealth of information on 
what different occupations might entail.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, please feel free to get in touch with Ms Riches, Careers Lead 
at Ark Charter, on o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk 

In March, all year 10 students will be going out to Work Experience for 2 
weeks (23rd of March - 3rd of April). Students have been working hard on 
securing their own placements and booking placements online using our 
business partner's EBP South online system. Work Experience is an excel-
lent opportunity to find out first hand what it is like to be an employee. It 
is an important part of careers education as it allows students to come out 
of their comfort zone and challenge themselves in preparation to life after 
Charter. It is a valuable experience to add to their college and/or appren-
ticeship applications. Please encourage your Year 10 child/ren to make the 
most of this opportunity. If you have any questions or would like to discuss 
this further, please do get in touch with the school. 
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P.E. Corner 

Miss Barry took 6 students, (Amy , Tres , Ellis , Skye , Ethan  and Christopher ), to Mountbatten 

Sports Centre to a Step into Sport Leadership programme, which was organised by Portsmouth Col-

lege students on Wednesday 29th January 2020. The students are currently studying Level 2 Sports 

Leaders course at Ark Charter Academy where they learn to coach sports. After the February half 

term, the whole PE class will coach pupils in year 4 from Ark Ayrton Primary School.  
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Ark Charter Diary 

Dates to remember 

 

17th February—21 February Half term 

26th February— Year 9 Options Evening 

4th March– Year 11 Parents Evening 

9th March– Year 11 Alumni Assembly 

10th March– Year 10 LWUS campus visit 

11th March- Year 10 LWUS campus visit 

17th March– BAE roadshow, Year 7/8 select students 

25th March— Year 11 trip to University of Portsmouth (20 students) 

1 April-GCSE Drama Practical External Assessment 

2 April-Year 7-9 Academic Reviews 1230 onwards 

23 March-3 April-Year 10 Work Experience 

3 April– Enrichment P4-P6 

3 April-House Rewards event 

3 April-Year 8 trip to London Science Museum 

6-17 April– Easter Holiday 

20 April-INSET Day 

21 April– Start of Summer Term 

 

A reminder to Parents and Carers; 

Please remember to top up your child’s lunch accounts regularly, as credit cannot be guaranteed. 

This is easily accessible via WisePay, which can also be used to pay for uniform and school trips. If 

students are paying in cash please can they bring the correct amount, as the pay machines do not 

give change. 


