
Our first group of intrepid explorers went out into the wild this week with our new Outdoor 
Activities Leader. Year 7 students had the opportunity to learn some new survival skills! Their 

brief included:  

You have survived a helicopter crash but are now stranded. A storm is expected so it’s a 
race against time to get your shelter prepared. You need to sling your hammock and cover it 

with a tarp so you can sleep comfortably tonight. You have a hammock, a tarp, a 5m length 
of rope and 4 pegs.  

Layla figured out how to put her own shelter up independently, and then helped out another 
student who was a little perplexed—great team work skills displayed!  

Upcoming scenarios students will be working through include tracking animals, cooking on 
an open fire and hiking to a safe rendezvous 

point using map and compass.  
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Charter pupils who follow the Portsmouth Sail Training 
Trust’s programme were invited to take part in the 

opening ceremony of the Sea Angling Classic, taking part 
off the coast of Portsmouth. 

The competition is the largest of its kind in the UK and 

the ceremony was opened by the 
mayor of Portsmouth surrounded by 
pupils who take part in water-based 

activities from the city. 

After the ceremony, all the pupils 
marched in procession from the steps 

of the Guildhall to Gunwharf Quays 
behind the band of the Royal Navy. 

On Friday, two pupils from the 
Charter Year 8 sailing programme 
were also invited to take part in the 
angling competition. They learnt 

some angling skills and gained their 
sea legs. PSTT instructor Will, based at 
The Andrew Simpson Sailing Centre 

said, “The boys got really stuck in to 
the challenge of sea angling and were 
a credit to the school.” 

Date Time Event 

27th and 
30th June 

4pm - 
7:30pm 

Brigade Uniform fitting and 
information sharing open 

Evening 

4th and 
5th July 

9.30am-
2.30pm 

Year 6 Transition Day Visit to 
Charter 

Both events are key in terms of ensuring the smooth 
transition into secondary school starting September. 
We look forward to meeting you and your child over 

the next month and cannot wait to greet them into the 
next phase of their journey in Education. 

We are proud to announce that Kevin in Y9 has been chosen 
by Portsmouth City Council School Library Service as the 

Secondary School Reader of the Year.  

Kevin has worked hard with reading since year 7. He has 
regularly borrowed books, taken part in reading events and 

returned reading logs weekly. In literacy classes, Kevin 
volunteers to read almost every week, he follows the text 
closely and disregards all distractions in his determination to 

read.  

This is the second year running a Charter student has won this 
award. We couldn’t be prouder of Kevin! 

Year 6 — Dates for your diary! 
For those of you that have younger children joining 
Ark Charter in September, we have finalised some 
dates to add to your diary: 

Sea Angling 


