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 Year 7  Reasons for teaching   Year 7  Reasons for teaching  
Autumn 1  World 

Religions and 
the concept 
of God 

In general students have little 
knowledge of the 6 World Religions. 
We want to introduce key skills in 
the first half term.  More than three 
quarters of the world’s population 
follow a religion. Beliefs impact how 
people act, so to understand people 
we need to understand their beliefs.  

Spring 2  Christianity Christianity is the second oldest Abrahamic faith. 
As a CofE school it is vital that our students 
understand key concept. Christianity is the largest 
religion in the UK and must be studied at GCSE.  

Autumn 2 Religion and 
the Media 

It is important that students 
understand different types of media 
e.g. internet and film. They must 
know the impact the media can have 
for religions both positive and 
negative.  

Summer 1 Islam Islam is the final Abrahamic faith. Due to 
misconceptions from media outlets, we feel it is 
vital to address Islamophobia at early stage (once 
students are comfortable with their teacher). 
Islam is the second largest religion in the UK and 
as a school we have chosen to study Islam at 
GCSE.  

Spring 1  Judaism Judaism is the oldest Abrahamic 
faith. This is the foundation for 
students learning Christianity which 
is studied at GCSE.  

Summer 2  Hinduism Hinduism is a polytheistic religion and this is 
allowing students to understand that there is 
diversity within other faiths, they don’t all believe 
in one God.  Hinduism provides an introduction 
into concept they study in year 8.  



Cultural capital in year 7: Students will be able to understand the world we live in through religious beliefs. This will allow them to Students will be able to 

engage with different cultures and beliefs in society. Students participate in philosophy for children lessons which allows them to improve on their speaking 

and listening. Parents will receive a text at the start of the year informing them of a free eBook ‘understanding world religions in 15 minutes a day’. This will 

allow students to read around the topics for the whole year.  During the Autumn 2 unit we will provide a list of books, films, website and TV shows that will 

guide students learning. Engaging local beliefs to come in and answer student’s questions. 

Possible trips: Visit the local Church (St. Luke’s) to see what it is like in a Church.  Summer term trip to London to visit places of worship: London central 

Mosque, Westminster Abbey, The central Synagogue and The London Mandir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RE Year 8 Curriculum overview 

 

 Year 8  Reasons for teaching  Year 8  Reasons for teaching 
Autumn 1  Sikhism Sikhism is the final theistic 

religion students study. It is 
important to challenge 
misconceptions that Sikhs are 
Muslims. This is studied after 
Islam and Hinduism as Sikhism 
Guru Nanak wanted to bring 
peace between the two religions.  

Spring 2  Religion and 
Poverty 

It is important to understand the link between 
belief and behaviour with regard to poverty and 
wealth. Religions promotes helping those in need. 
It is important that we study different faiths within 
this unit.  

Autumn 2 Buddhism Buddhism is our final World 
Religion. We finish with this as 
Buddhists do not believe in a 
God. We believe this shows 
diversity within beliefs.  

Summer 1 Religion and the 
Environment 

In order to play an active part in in the world in 
which we live- and have some influence on its 
future. Students need to appreciate that religious 
believers believe the world is a gift and should be 
cared for. Students should be able to make well-
informed decisions, they might be able to act in a 
way that has a positive effect on the future of our 
planet.  

Spring 1  Religion and 
prejudice  

Students have looked at different 
prejudices during year 7 and 8 
within their topics. It is important 
that they understand that faith 
has encouraged people to stand 
up against prejudice. They look at 
positives and negatives within 
this (MLK and Malcolm X). 

Summer 2  Religion and 
conflict 

War is a reality of life in the twenty-first century. 
Religious people often have strong views about war 
and peace. It will help students to make decisions 
about war and to understand the world they live in.    

 



Cultural capital in year 8: Students will be able to understand the world we live in through religious beliefs. This will allow them to Students will be able to 

engage with different cultures and beliefs in society. Students participate in philosophy for children lessons which allows them to improve on their speaking 

and listening. Engaging local beliefs to come in and answer student’s question.  

 

Possible trips: Visit the local Gurdwara.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RE Year 9 Curriculum overview 
 

 Year 9 Reasons for teaching  Year 9 Reasons for teaching 
Autumn 1  God and 

suffering  
The existence of evil and 
suffering affects religious 
belief. Some people believe 
that evil and suffering proves 
that God does not exist. Some 
people believe that religious 
teachings might help to limit 
the effect of evil and suffering.  

Spring 2  Is it 
fair?  

Students need to understand why people may be treated 
differently. They look at religious beliefs of how people should 
be treated. The concept of equality and the need to make the 
world a fairer place.  

Autumn 2 The Holocaust  The horrors of Auschwitz and 
World War II led governments 
to become increasingly 
sensitive to the need to 
educate society about the 
dangers of exclusionary 
institutional structures and 
genocidal social policies. 

Summer 
1 

Ethics It is important to study topics which impact our students and 
their families such as gambling and animal testing. Students are 
able to share their belief sand understand the religious 
teachings and their impacts on society.  

Spring 1  Authority, 
religion and 
state.  

Student’s live in an every 
changing world and it is 
important they understand the 
Human Rights they are entitled 
to. Students to understand the 
aims and purposes of 
punishment in the UK. It is key 
that they understand that 
religion can clash with 
authority.  

Summer 
2  

Scienc
e and 
ethics 

It is important to understand what it means to be part of a 
society which values science and how religious and non-religious 
responses can help science to develop. Religious people respond 
in different ways to science and the moral issues it raises.  

 



Cultural capital in year 9: Students will be able to understand the world we live in through religious beliefs. This will allow them to Students will be able to 

engage with different cultures and beliefs in society. Students participate in philosophy for children lessons which allows them to improve on their speaking 

and listening. Use of ‘Maus’ graphic novel to help with the understanding of the Holocaust. Use of ethical studies to widen students understanding of 

different points of view.  

 

Guest speaker: Holocaust survivor to come in and speak to the year group. Portsmouth University guest speaker regarding the Holocaust. Amnesty 

international speaker to speak to the students regarding ethical issues.  

Possible trips: Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp- joint trip with History to Berlin.  

 


