
Curriculum outline: Year 7 

Term Topic  Exam skills Reasoning 

Autumn 1 World 
Religions and 

the concept of 
God 

AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 
 
 

In general students have little knowledge of the 6 World Religions. We want to introduce key 
skills in the first half term.  More than three quarters of the world’s population follow a 
religion. Beliefs impact how people act, so to understand people we need to understand their 
beliefs.  

Autumn 2 Religion and 
the Media 

AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

It is important that students understand different types of media e.g. internet and film. They 
must know the impact the media can have for religions both positive and negative.  

Spring 1 Judaism AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

Judaism is the oldest Abrahamic faith. This is the foundation for students learning Christianity 
which is studied at GCSE.  

Spring 2 Christianity AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

Christianity is the second oldest Abrahamic faith. As a CofE school it is vital that our students 
understand key concept. Christianity is the largest religion in the UK and must be studied at 
GCSE.  

Summer 1 Islam AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

Islam is the final Abrahamic faith. Due to misconceptions from media outlets, we feel it is vital 
to address Islamophobia at early stage (once students are comfortable with their teacher). 
Islam is the second largest religion in the UK and as a school we have chosen to study Islam at 
GCSE.  

Summer 2 Hinduism AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

Hinduism is a polytheistic religion and this is allowing students to understand that there is 
diversity within other faiths, they don’t all believe in one God.  Hinduism provides an 
introduction into concept they study in year 8.  

 

 



Opportunities to increase cultural capital:  

Cultural capital in year 7: Students will be able to understand the world we live in through religious beliefs. This will allow them to Students will be able to engage with 

different cultures and beliefs in society. Students participate in philosophy for children lessons which allows them to improve on their speaking and listening. Parents will 

receive a text at the start of the year informing them of a free eBook ‘understanding world religions in 15 minutes a day’. This will allow students to read around the topics 

for the whole year.  During the Autumn 2 unit we will provide a list of books, films, website and TV shows that will guide students learning. Engaging local believers to come 

in and answer student’s questions. 

Possible trips: Visit the local Church (St. Luke’s) to see what it is like in a Church.  Summer term trip to London to visit places of worship: London central Mosque, 

Westminster Abbey, The central Synagogue and The London Mandir.  

Curriculum map: Autumn 1 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Expectations and baseline assessment To understand the classroom expectations in RE 
lessons. 
To begin to develop an understanding of the six 
main world religions. 

Baseline assessment 

2 Christianity  To describe key Christian concepts. 
To understand the role Christianity has had within 
the world we live in. 

 

3 Hinduism To describe key Hindu beliefs through learning about 
Karma, Samsara, Atman, Moksha and Brahman. 
 
To describe key Hindu concepts and apply them to 
society.   

 

4 Revision and assessment   A(2) 
B(5) 
C(8) 

5 Sikhism To describe key Sikh concepts.  

6 Buddhism To describe key Buddhist beliefs through learning 
about: 

• Buddha,  
• Enlightenment/Nirvana,  
• The Four Noble Truths 
• The Eightfold Path.  

 

 

7 Judaism To describe some key Jewish beliefs 
To describe some key Jewish beliefs with examples.  
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To describe and begin to explain some key Jewish 
belief with examples.  
 
To evaluate the importance of key Jewish concepts. 

8 Islam  To describe some key Islamic beliefs 
To describe some key Islamic beliefs with examples.  
To describe and begin to explain some key Islamic 
belief with examples. 
 
To understand Islamic concepts through 
philosophical discussion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum map: Autumn 2 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Religion and the media- an introduction Must be able to describe what the media is and give 
some examples. 
 
 Should be able to describe how religion features in 
the media with one example. 
 
Could describe and begin to explain how media can 
affect someone's view of religion with examples. 

 

2 Religion and music  Must be able to describe the concept of faith  
 Should be able to describe how religious believers 
express their faith through music with examples  
 
Could be able to describe and begin to explain 
different views about whether or not popular music 
should refer to religion. 

 

3 Revision and assessment  A(2) 



B(5) 
C(8) 
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4 Religion and TV  Must–  describe how religion is shown on TV. 
 
Should– describe how religion is shown on TV with 
some examples.   
 
Could– describe and begin to explain how religion is 
shown on TV and how it effects belief with examples.  

 

5 Religion and Film  Must be able to describe the concept of symbolism   
  

Should be able to describe how some films have secret 
religious messages and give examples  
 
Could be able to describe and begin to explain if films 
should be used to convey religious messages. 

 

6 Reteach 
Religion and comedy 

To describe how religion has been used in comedy and 
discuss whether or not this is acceptable using 
examples. 

A(2) 
B(5) 
C(8) 

7 Religion and celebrities To describe and begin to explain what celebrities are 
religious and how this might influence someone.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum map: Spring 1 



Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Introduction to Judaism  
 

The covenant  

Good– To begin to describe some key Jewish beliefs 
Great – To describe some key Jewish beliefs with 
examples.  
Excellent– To describe in detail Jewish belief with 
examples.  
 
To begin to describe the Jewish belief about God. 
To describe some key Jewish beliefs about God with 
examples.  
To describe in detail Jewish beliefs about God with 
examples.  

 

2 Torah 
Abraham  

To begin to describe the Jewish belief about the Torah. 
To describe some key Jewish beliefs about the Torah 
with examples.  
To describe in detail and begin to explain Jewish 
beliefs about the Torah with examples 
 
To begin to describe who Abraham was. 
To describe some key Jewish beliefs about Abraham 
with examples. 
To describe in detail and begin to explain Jewish 
beliefs about the Abraham with examples. 

A(2) 
B(5) 
C(8) 

 

3 The Holocaust 
Signs and symbols 

To begin to describe what happened during the 
Holocaust. 
To describe some key events during the Holocaust. 
To describe in detail and begin to explain key events 
during the Holocaust. With examples 

 
To begin to describe Jewish signs and symbols. 
To describe some key Jewish signs and symbols with 
examples.  
To describe in detail Jewish signs and symbols with 
examples. 

 

4 Assessment 
Synagogue 

To begin to describe a Synagogue. 
To describe some key Jewish beliefs about the 
Synagogue. 
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To describe in detail Jewish beliefs about the 
Synagogue with examples. 

5 Kosher To begin to describe the Jewish Kosher laws. 
To describe some Jewish beliefs about Kosher. 
To describe in detail Jewish beliefs about Kosher with 
examples.  

 

6 Bar Mitzvah  To begin to describe Bar Mitzvah. 
To describe Bar Mitzvah with examples and one or 
more key words. 
To describe in detail Bar Mitzvah with examples and 
several key words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum map: Spring 2 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Introduction to Christianity   
Trinity 

To begin to describe some key Christian beliefs 
To describe some key Christian beliefs with examples 
To describe in detail Christian beliefs with examples 
and several key words 
 
To begin to describe some key Christian beliefs 
regarding the Trinity.  
To describe some key Christian beliefs with regarding 
the Trinity examples. 
To describe in detail Christian beliefs regarding the 
Trinity with examples and several key words. 

 

2 The Bible 
Jesus 

To begin to describe what the Bible is and why it is so 
important to Christianity 

 



To describe what the Bible is and why it is so 
important to Christianity 
To describe in detail what the Bible is and why it is so 
important to Christianity with examples.  
 
To describe the role and importance of Jesus within 
Christianity. 

3 Denominations 
Assessment 

 

To be able to describe what the different 
denominations are within Christianity. 

A(2) 
B(5) 
C(8) 

4 Miracles 
Crucifixion 

 

To know what a miracle is. 
To know some Biblical examples of miracles. 
To Evaluate whether a miracle can happen in the 
modern day.  
To describe the nature of the crucifixion. 
 

 

5 Reteach 
Resurrection 

To explain why the resurrection is important to 
Christians. 

 

6 Easter story 
P4C 

To describe the story of Easter and why it is such an 
important time for Christians. 
To describe different points of view on forgiveness 
related to Christianity 
To describe different points of view on forgiveness 
related to  Christianity with some examples and key 
words 
To describe different points of view on forgiveness 
related to Christianity with several examples and key 
words. 
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Curriculum map: Summer 1 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Introduction to Islam  
 

Tawhid 

To begin to describe some key Islamic beliefs 
To describe some key Islamic beliefs with examples.  
To describe in detail Islamic belief with examples.  
 
Must be able to describe unity and give examples 

 



Should be able to describe the concept of Tawhid 
Could be able to describe the effectiveness of Tawhid 
for religious believers 

 
 

2 Shahadah and Salat 
 
 

Sawn 

Must be able to describe Shahadah and Salat 
Should be able to describe how Shahadah and Salat are 
expressed by Muslims. 
Could be able to describe the importance Shahadah 
and Salat to religious believers.  
 
Must be able to describe Sawm. 
Should be able to describe how Sawm impacts on a 
Muslims life. 
Could be able to describe the importance Sawm has on 
religious believers. 
 

 

 

3 Zakat 
 

Hajj 

Must be able to describe the concept of  Zakat  
Should be able to describe reasons for giving Zakat  
Could be able to describe the impact Zakat to religious 
believers  
 
Must be able to describe Hajj 
Should be able to describe how Hajj impacts on a 
Muslims life 
Could be able to describe the importance Hajj has on 
religious believers. 
 

 

A(2) 
B(5) 
C(8) 

 

4 Ummah 
 
 
 

Jihad 

Must be able to describe the concept Ummah 
Should be able to describe the importance of Ummah 
Could be able to describe how a belief in Ummah 
affects a believers actions and society 
 
Must be able to describe the concept of Jihad  
Should be able to describe how greater jihad affects a 
Muslims life  

 



Could be able to describe the differences between 
lesser and greater Jihad  
 
 
 

 

5 Muhammad (pbuh) 
 
 
 
 

Qur’an 

Must be able to describe Muhammad (pbuh 
Should be able to describe how Muhammad (pbuh) 
affects a Muslims life   
Could be able to describe the importance of 
Muhammad (pbuh) to religious believers.  
 
Must be able to describe what the Qur’an is 
Should be able to describe the importance of the 
Qur’an to religious believers.  
Could be able to describe what the Qur’an is and how it 
affects a Muslims life 

 

 

 

Curriculum map: Summer 2 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Brahman  
 

Trimurti 

Must be able to describe the concept of Brahman. 
Should be able to explain different aspects of Brahman. 
Could be able to evaluate how a belief in Brahman may 
affect a believer’s actions 
 
Must be able to describe the Trimurti. 
Should be able to explain the roles of the Trimurti. 
Could be able to evaluate whether Shiva should be 
worshipped. 
 

 

2 Atman 
 

Karma 

Must be able to describe the concept of atman 
Should be able to describe what Hindus believe about the 
atman 
Could be able to describe the existence of the atman 
 
Must be able to describe the concept of Karma 

 



Should be able to explain Hindu beliefs about Karma 
Could be able to evaluate whether Karma is fair.  

 

3 Assessment and revision (depending when 
class sit their test) 

 
Caste  

 
Dharma 

Must be able to describe the concept of caste 
Should be able to describe Hindu beliefs about the caste 
system 
Could be able to describe how the caste system affects 
society  
 
Must be able to describe the concept of Dharma  
Should be able to explain Hindu beliefs about Dharma  
Could be able to evaluate how the dharma and the caste 
system affects society  
 
 
 

A(2) 
B(5) 
C(8) 

D(15) 
A(2) 
B(5) 

 

4 Assessment and revision(depending when class 
sit their test) 

 
Caste  

 
Dharma 

Must be able to describe the concept of caste 
Should be able to describe Hindu beliefs about the caste 
system 
Could be able to describe how the caste system affects 
society  
 
Must be able to describe the concept of Dharma  
Should be able to explain Hindu beliefs about Dharma  
Could be able to evaluate how the dharma and the caste 
system affects society  
 

5 Samsara 
 
 

Puja 

Must be able to describe the concepts of Samsara and 
Moksha 
Should be able to explain Hindu beliefs about Samsara 
and Moksha 
Could be able to evaluate how belief in Samsara and 
Moksha affects society  
 
Must be able to describe how Hindus worship. 
Should be able to explain the significance of the different 
items used in a puja ceremony. 

 



Could be able to evaluate why worship is important for a 
religious believer. 

 

6 Gandhi  
 

Reincarnation case study  

Must be able to describe the concept of ahimsa  
Should be able to explain how Gandhi used ahimsa in his 
life 
Could be able to evaluate whether one person can affect 
society 
 
Must be able to describe the concepts of Samsara and 
Moksha linked to Cameron’s life  
Should be able to explain Hindu beliefs about Samsara 
and Moksha linked to Cameron’s life 
Could be able to evaluate how belief in Samsara and 
Moksha affects society linked to Cameron’s life 
 

 

 

7 Reteach   

 


