
Curriculum outline: Year 8  

Term Topic  Exam skills Reasoning 

Autumn 1 Sikhism AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 
 
 

Sikhism is the final theistic religion students study. It is important to challenge misconceptions 
that Sikhs are Muslims. This is studied after Islam and Hinduism as Sikhism Guru Nanak wanted 
to bring peace between the two religions.  

Autumn 2 Buddhism AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

Buddhism is our final World Religion. We finish with this as Buddhists do not believe in a God. 
We believe this shows diversity within beliefs.  

Spring 1 Religion and 
prejudice  

AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

Students have looked at different prejudices during year 7 and 8 within their topics. It is 
important that they understand that faith has encouraged people to stand up against 
prejudice. They look at positives and negatives within this (MLK and Malcolm X). 

Spring 2 Religion and 
Poverty 

AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

It is important to understand the link between belief and behaviour with regard to poverty and 
wealth. Religions promotes helping those in need. It is important that we study different faiths 
within this unit.  

Summer 1 Religion and 
the 
Environment 

AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

In order to play an active part in in the world in which we live- and have some influence on its 
future. Students need to appreciate that religious believers believe the world is a gift and 
should be cared for. Students should be able to make well-informed decisions, they might be 
able to act in a way that has a positive effect on the future of our planet.  

Summer 2 Religion and 
conflict 

AO1: Knowledge and 
understanding 
 
A02: Analyse and evaluate  
 

War is a reality of life in the twenty-first century. Religious people often have strong views 
about war and peace. It will help students to make decisions about war and to understand the 
world they live in.    

 

 



Opportunities to increase cultural capital:  

 

Cultural capital in year 8: Students will be able to understand the world we live in through religious beliefs. This will allow them to Students will be able to engage with 

different cultures and beliefs in society. Students participate in philosophy for children lessons which allows them to improve on their speaking and listening. Engaging local 

believers to come in and answer student’s question. For religion and conflict we hope to have a member of the armed forces with a faith to come and speak to the 

students.  

 

Possible trips: Visit the local Gurdwara.  

 

Curriculum map: Autumn 1 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Expectations and baseline assessment To understand the classroom expectations in history 
lessons. 

Baseline assessment 

2 Skills: What is history? 
Skills: Understanding chronology 

 

To describe what the study of history is and how 
time is divided up. 

To describe key terms and place events in 
chronological order. 

 

3 Skills: Introducing sources 
Skills: Bias 

 

To identify different primary and secondary sources. 
To understand what bias is and begin to describe the 

usefulness of source. 

 

4 Skills: Eras and anachronisms 
Skills: Inference 

To identify different eras and anachronisms. 
To make valid inferences from sources. 

Inference (4) x2 

5 Maiden Castle To create a hypothesis and solve a mystery using 
evidence. 

 

6 What was England like in the 1060s? 
Who will be the next King of England? 

To describe what England was like in the 1060s. 
To compare the three key contenders to the throne. 

 

7 Battle of Stamford Bridge To describe what happened at the Battle of 
Stamford Bridge. 

To explain why Harold won. 

Describe two key features (4) x2 

8 Did William win because Harold rushed into 
battle? 

To describe what happened between the Battle of 
Stamford Bridge and the Battle of Hastings. 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum map: Autumn 2 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Was William’s army better equipped? 
Leadership or luck? 

To describe the weapons used by both sides during the 
Battle of Hastings. 

To describe the leadership of William 

 

2 Battle of Hastings To describe what happened at the Battle of Hastings. 
To explain why William won. 

 

3 Revision and assessment  Main assessment 
Infer (4) 

Describe two key features (4) x2 
Explain why (12) 

4 What problems did William have? 
How effectively did William solve his problems? 

To describe the problem William faced and explain 
why they were problems. 

To describe William’s solutions to his problems. 

 

5 How did the feudal system help William rule 
England? 

How did the Doomsday book help William rule 
England? 

To describe the feudal system and explain how it 
helped William rule England. 

To describe the Doomsday book and explain how it 
helped William rule England. 

 

6 Reteach 
How did Motte and Bailey castles help William 

to rule England? 

To describe Motte and Bailey castles and explain how 
they helped William rule England. 

Explain why (12) 

7 How did castles develop? 
Castle case study: Rochester, Corfe or 

Portchester 

To explain how castles changed. 
To describe what happened at a key castle case study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Curriculum map: Spring 1 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Exam skills 

1 Why were the barons angry at King John? To describe what a King should do. 
To explain why the barons were angry with King John.  

Knowledge describe key 
features 

Knowledge explain why 
Source follow up 

2 Why were the barons angry at King John? To describe what a King should do. 
To explain why the barons were angry with King John. 

Knowledge describe key 
features 

Knowledge explain why 
Source follow up 

3 What was life like in a Medieval village? 
How did towns change between 1066 and 1300? 

To describe what life was like in a Medieval village. 
To describe what life was like in Medieval London. 

Knowledge describe key 
features 

Source inference  

4 What was the worst job in the Middle Ages? 
What sport and leisure activities did they have in 

the Middle Ages? 

To describe key jobs from the Middles Ages and 
compare them. 

To describe sport and leisure activities from the 
Middle Ages. 

Knowledge describe key 
features 

Source inference 

5 What were the symptoms of the Black Death? 
What did people believe caused the Black 

Death? 

To describe what the Black Death was and identify key 
symptoms. 

To describe what people thought caused the Black 
Death. 

Knowledge describe key 
features 

Source inference 

6 What were the effects of the Black Death? 
Was the Black Death a disaster? 

To describe consequences of the Black Death and 
make a judgement on whether it was a disaster. 

Knowledge describe key 
features 

Knowledge explain 
consequences 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum map: Spring 2 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 What was life like for peasants in 1300s? 
What happened during the Peasants Revolt? 

To describe what life was like for the peasants. 
To describe what happened during the Peasants 

Revolt. 

 

2 Why did the peasants revolt? To identify short-term and long-term causes. 
To explain why the peasants revolted. 

 

3 Revision and assessment  Main assessment 
Infer (4) 

Follow up (4)  
Explain why (12) 

4 Who joined the first Crusade and why?   

5 Reteach 
What difficulties did the crusaders face on their 

journey to Jerusalem? 

  

6 How did the crusaders capture Jerusalem? 
How did the Holy Land change? 

 How useful (8) 

 

Curriculum map: Summer 1 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 What was Britain like in 1509? 
Who was young Henry VIII? 

To describe what Britain was like in 1509. 
To describe what young Henry VIII was like. 

 

2 Who were Henry VIII’s wives? 
What were Henry’s problems? 

To describe who Henry VIII’s wives were.  
To describe and begin to explain what Henry VIII’S 

problems were.  

 

3 Why did Henry VIII break from Rome? To explain why Henry broke with Rome.  Interpretations: Main difference 
and why different views (2x4)  

4 Why did Henry VIII break from Rome? 
Was Henry VIII a man or a monster? 

To explain why Henry broke with Rome. 
To identify reasons why Henry could be seen as a man 

or a monster and reach an overall judgement.  

Interpretations: Main difference 
and why different views (2x4) 

5 Who was Edward VI? 
Who was Lady Jane Grey? 

To describe who Edward VI was and begin to explain 
the changes that he made.  

 



To describe who Lady Jane Grey was and explain why 
she became queen. 

 

Curriculum map: Summer 2 

Week Lesson topic Learning objectives Assessment 

1 Who was Mary I? 
What problems did Elizabeth I have? 

To describe who Mary I was and to decide whether she 
deserved to be called ‘bloody Mary’. 

To describe what problems Elizabeth I had and how she 
solved them. 

 

2 Should Elizabeth I marry? 
What did Elizabeth do to religion? 

To identify Elizabeth’s different suitors and decide 
whether she should marry. 

To describe the middle way and explain why she made 
those changes. 

 

3 Assessment and revision  
 
 
 

Main assessment 
Describe (4) 

How useful (8) 
Interpretations main difference 

(4) 
Interpretations different views 

(4) 
Explain why (12) 

4 Assessment and revision  

5 Local history: What was Portsmouth like 
during… 

  

6    

7 Reteach  Explain one way (4) 

 


