
 

  

 
2nd July 2021 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
On the 19th July, we will be running an Activities Day event at school for all year 8 students.  
At this time, all normal timetabled classes will be suspended, and staff and pupils will all be 
involved with a variety of different and often new experiences. There are a couple of events 
below for students to choose from. We recommend you and your child read them both 
BEFORE making their choice. We ask that you discuss with your child which activities they 
wish to take part in. We will assign them, on a first come first serve basis, to a choice that 
they need to complete for the day.   Failure to indicate preferences by July 9th will result in 
us placing them on activities for the day, and this will then become non-negotiable. Please 
also note that whilst we will do our best, we cannot guarantee to offer them their first-
choice event.   
 
Choice 1- The Duke of Edinburgh Award- Taster Session and Pompom Making, Diamond 
Painting and Trash Art 
 

The Duke of Edinburgh Award- Taster Session 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award consists of three levels: Bronze, Silver and Gold.  At Charter, 
we can run the Bronze Award in Year 9 and the Silver in Year 10. Following successful 
completion of Bronze and/or Silver, pupils can go on to complete their DofE journey at 
college if they wish. There are four elements to the award: skill, physical, volunteering and 
expedition.   
 
Two groups of students will be taken off site for half the day each to Queen Elizabeth Park, 
to have a go at orienteering. Each group will have approximately an hour to navigate their 
way to several checkpoints around the park using a map and compass. Due to the outside 
nature of the day, students are required to wear their Charter PE kit. Please be aware that 
some of the paths in Queen Elizabeth Country Park are steep and can get quite muddy so 
please make sure your child also wears suitable footwear (black PE trainers or walking 
boots). The group that visits the country park in the afternoon will be arriving back at 
Charter at approximately 3pm so will be dismissed as usual at 3:10 pm. All students will be 
on site for lunch so there is no need to provide packed lunches. Please do ensure your child 
has sunscreen and water with them as we are hoping for a sunny day. As this is an offsite 
activity there is additional information and consent needed as part of the booking process 



 

via the online form on the link at the end of this letter. This activity will be paired with 
Pompom Making, Diamond Painting and Trash Art.  
 
 

Pompom Making, Diamond Painting and Trash Art 
 

Pompom Making 
Who doesn’t love a pompom! These sweet balls of fluff are relatively easy to make and can 
be used in all sorts of projects. In this pompom activity, we will show students different ways 
of making them using cardboard as the base to make mini pompoms and even make shaped 
pompoms too!   Think of it as sculpting with yarn and scissors: We'll show students how to 
take a spherical pompom and transform it into a different shape with some precision 
trimming. 

Diamond Painting 
This is a new DIY hobby idea that is an exciting way of painting with diamantes/rhinestones.  
You use an applicator to apply hundreds of sparkling resin rhinestones, one-by-one, on an 
adhesive color-coded canvas painting. The result is a vivid, shimmering work of art that 
students get to take away with them. It is an easy way to relax and free your mind from 
everyday trouble.  
 
Trash Art 
Recycled art/ Trash art is a specific type of creative work made from discarded materials. 
This type of art seeks to transform waste such as paper, cardboard, wood, glass, plastics, 
metals and rubber into works of art. The concept, therefore, goes beyond the conventional 
recycling of materials by creating objects that exceed the economic, cultural and social value 
of the original product. This is a fantastic way of unleashing the creativity in you! 

 
Choice 2- Combined Cadet Force: Royal Navy Section and Musical and Swimming Gala 
 

Combined Cadet Force: Royal Navy Section- Taster session 

At Ark Charter Academy the combined cadet force has a Royal Navy Section, which meets 
every Monday 3.15-5.30pm. We offer each cadet the opportunity to learn leadership skills, 
resilience, teamwork, and many nationally recognised qualifications such as RYA powerboat 
level 2, First Aid level 3 and many more. We also take part in national camps where cadets can 
try kayaking/canoeing, mountain biking and take part in the Royal Navy damage control 
simulator.  

The taster day will be delivered to two groups, each of whom will have the opportunity to 
try out some enrichment activities such as archery, field gun training, ship simulator and 
tallest towers- a practical leadership task, which will give each child the chance to use their 
own skills for problem solving within a team. This activity will be paired with Musical and 
Swimming Gala. 
 

 



 

 
 

Musical and Swimming Gala 
 
Swimming Gala 
Have our children got what it takes to go the distance and swim the English Channel?  For 
the swim challenge, students will work in groups to collectively swim the equivalent of the 
22 miles across the English Channel.  Every length that they swim will add to their team 
total, and they will be able to track their team’s progress as they make their way across the 
Channel. 
 
Musical Gala 
Does your child have a musical mind? Are they a budding pianist, singer, drummer or 
guitarist? In our music session, students will form mini-bands to work collaboratively in 
producing a performance of a popular song, recording each of their performances and 
producing their own track! 
 
 
Once you and your child have decided which taster session they would like to take part in, 
please complete the online form on the link below by Friday 9th July. Please note that places 
will be given on a first come, first served basis. We cannot guarantee to offer them their 
first-choice event.   
 
Please book your choice on this link https://forms.office.com/r/LHsGD92wEd . 
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Miss Bailey 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/LHsGD92wEd

