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Principal’s Update @CharterAcademyARK 

W 
e have moved on once again and 
this week we said good bye to our 
year 11 cohort. How proud they 
have done themselves over the 

last few weeks as they have sat assessment 
after assessment in order to secure their 
deserved GCSE grades. The systems and 
processes in place at Charter have been 
rigorous but fair and the outcomes will be 
reflective of each individual’s input. Just 
walking around Fleming building over the last 
month and seeing the absolute commitment 
and perseverance of our pupils with their 
examinations has been a powerful experience. 

But school is more than just academic results. 
It’s about how you develop as a young person 
ready to take your place in society. On the 
whole Charter students have dealt admirably 
with the last 14 months. Whatever the 
pandemic has served them they have adapted 
and flexed to. The characteristics of resilience 
and endeavour have stood out. 
  
For the rest of the school the return to full 
time education has been much more relaxed! 
It has been an opportunity for students to 
catch up with each other and also for teachers 
to start to close the gaps that widened across 

Year 11 

Leaver’s 

Special! 



the country during lockdown. This is an 
extensive piece of work ahead of us as a school 
as although remote education has provided 
educationally for our students nothing 
compares to actually being in the classroom. 
  
With lockdown continuing to ease (although 
the latest new variant may see the brakes 
applied once again!) we are starting to open up 
a range of after school clubs. Such 
extracurricular activities are vital to a young 
person’s development and wellbeing. Please 
do sign up and try out new experiences and 
make new friends. 
  
So what does summer 2 term hold for us? 
Hopefully the relentless rain of the last month 
will abate and the sun will get a glimpse. 
Pupils will return to academic testing 
throughout the school, we will be trialling with 
year 7 an outdoor hot food bar with an exciting 
and nutritious menu offer, and year 11 will 
return to site for one last time on July 2nd for 
their Leaver’s Prom. This will be a night they 
will always remember as we celebrate the end 
of their 5 years here at Charter. As at the 
Leaver’s Lunch earlier this week, I feel sure 
many tears will be shed as the night unfolds.   
  
In the meantime do enjoy the half term 
vacation. Stay safe and we look forward to 
welcoming everyone back on Monday 7th June. 
 
 
  

Warm regards, 
  
  
 
 
 
 

 
Fiona Chapman 
Principal 
Ark Charter Academy 
f.chapman@charteracademy.org.uk   

Summer 2 

7th June 2021: Pupils return to school 

21st July 2021: Last day of term 

 

Staff Training Day 

• 2nd July 2021 (TBC) 
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Drama Club Returns!  
We are pleased to tell you that Extracurricular Drama Clubs will recommence after half term. Days and 

times below. 

You can only come on your year group bubble day. 

You can bring comfy clothes to work in if you want – you must not get changed until after school 

and in the drama studio.  

We will be working on performance pieces outside of the curriculum and having some fun! 

 We can’t wait to see you all there!!  

Any questions? See Ms Claxton or Mrs Dulson. 

Day Year Time 

Tuesday 7 3.15-4.00 

Wednesday 8 3.15-4.00 

Thursday 9 
3.15-4.00 

  

  

Choir has returned in Covid safe bubbles! If you are interested 
in participating, go to the Music room on your year group’s day 
to register. 
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The return of sports day! (with a 

difference) 

This summer we welcome back our sports day 
after missing out last year due to the 
pandemic.  As we are still dealing with the 
challenges of Covid-19, this does mean that 
our sports day will look different this year.  
Sadly, the biggest difference will be that we 
are unable to take the whole school over to 
HMS Temeraire to compete at their fantastic 
athletics facilities.  However, we are hoping 
that the plan for this year will be just as 

exciting and offer the same opportunities for all students to participate and demonstrate the 
values of the academy through competitive sport. 

This year’s sports day will take place on school site and is likely to carry over a number of days so 
that we can maintain students remaining in their year group bubbles.  Students will get the 
opportunity to participate in several different activities, including a swimming gala, rounders 
competition and other team games and challenges. 

We firmly believe that this will be the big finale of the ongoing house competition and that 
students will have the opportunity to represent their house in a fun and competitive environment. 

More details will be shared with parents, carers and students after half term, so keep a watchful 
eye out on tutor announcements and the PE noticeboards in the 
sports centre reception. 

Portsmouth School Sport Partnership and Sheffield Hallam 

University 

The PE department have linked up with the Portsmouth School Sport 
Partnership and Sheffield Hallam University to help shape the PE 
curriculum for the future.  All Key Stage 3 students will be given the 
opportunity to take part in a questionnaire designed by the University to 
help gain insight into what activities and sports they would like to see on 
the PE curriculum at Ark Charter in the future.  Once completed, Sheffield 
Hallam University will collect and analyse the responses from the 
students and feed back to the PE department.  This will help guide the 
structure of the PE curriculum at Ark Charter from September 2021.  
This is an amazing opportunity not only to work with a prestigious 
sporting establishment, but also to gain greater insight so that we can 
shape the PE curriculum to meet the needs and interests of our 
students. 

Opportunities to represent Ark Charter Academy 

This summer, we are looking to compete against other 

Portsmouth schools in rounders.  We will be looking to put 

together under 13 (Year 7/8) and under 15 (Year 9/10) teams to 

challenge the other schools in the city.  This event will be held at 

Southsea Common next term and the PE department will be 

looking for participants to make up the teams and represent the 

academy.  Please keep an eye out for more information in tutor 

times, PE lessons and on the PE notice board in the sports centre reception area. 



            

Ark Charter Academy                 Newsletter Summer 1 2020/21 

@CharterAcademyARK 

Writing Competitions  

                    

Win a virtual hour visit for Charter with an author or poet! 

Authors Abroad are launching a writing competition for students. There is a poetry 
competition and a short story competition. Finish the poem and/or short story started by 
the poet or author. The best entrant will win for their school a virtual hour ’s visit by the writer 
whose story or poem they completed, and a signed book for themselves.  

Key Dates and Competition Information 

Poems - maximum of 150 words 

Short stories - maximum of 500 words 

(The poem/story starter provided by the author does not count towards the word count)  

Story Starter Option 1 

The three girls looked down the side of the cliff. From the top, the body looked just like a 
broken doll.  

“Well, that was unexpected.” 

“Not unwelcome though.” 

“No. Not unwelcome. But what are we going to do now? When school find out…” 

“They can’t. That’s obvious enough. We’ll ….” 

Story Starter Option 2 

Firefly glared at the crowd around him. He knew he hadn ’t imagined it. The (________)  in 

his hand was proof enough of that. He understood why they didn ’t believe him, but all that had 

all happened a long time ago and besides, he hadn’t lied then and he wasn’t lying now.   

Poem Starter 

Poem by Karl Nova to complete (maximum 150 words, no minimum word count) 

It’s a journey of discovery  

you take steps just where they’ll lead 

and you have to keep going  

without really knowing  

what the end is going to be  

but it seems to unfold  

the further you go  

you even feel excitement stirring in your soul  

Piece by piece you’re solving the puzzle 

even though you began with everything muddled 

 

PLEASE RETURN ALL ENTRIES TO LIBRARIAN MRS COHEN BY JUNE 14TH (in 

person or via c.cohen@charteracademy.org.uk) 

 

mailto:c.cohen@charteracademy.org.uk
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Guided Reading this term 

LOST 

Now an ordinary girl must become extraordinary. 

Everything used to be comfortable at home until the monsoon rains came and dad went. 

Lola has to look after herself and her little brother, even when the money has gone and the streets 
become home. 

Like too many children in the world, Lola has to grow up fast. 

“GRIPPING, POIGNANT AND  TIMELY”. 

Y7—Lost 

The Monster Calls 

Conor has the same dream every night, ever since mum fell ill. But tonight is different. The 
Monster knocks at the window. 

It’s time for Conor to understand the truth. 

A story, an allegory,  a lesson. 

“BRAVE AND BEAUTIFUL” 

Y8—A Monster Calls Y9—Looking for JJ Y10—Of Mice and 

Men 

Looking For JJ 

Six years ago a child disappeared, and Alice knows exactly what happened. 

 Alice is now a young lady, with a new identity, struggling to separate herself from JJ. 

“COMPASSIONATE, UNSENSATIONAL AND UNFLINCHING” 
Of Mice and Men 

A tale of two outsiders looking for their place in an unforgiving world. 

Drifters in search of work, George and simple-minded friend Lennie have nothing in the 
world except each other and a dream, that one day they will have  some land of their own,  

and even rabbits… 

“A THRILLER, A GRIPPING TALE, THAT YOU WILL NOT SET DOWN UNTIL 
IT’S FINISHED” 
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On Thursday 6th May, Year 10 GCSE Music students participated in a day of musical fun, enjoying a     

variety of practical workshops designed to enhance their musical knowledge.  

The day began with learning about Bossa Nova and Samba dance, linking this into their unit on Fusions. 

Students explored Brazilian rhythms, trying out a selection of moves as instructed by a professional 

Samba dancer. 

We journeyed to the West End, enjoying a virtual tour of a West End theatre then watched a                 

performance of Defying Gravity by professional singer Laura Pick. Our vocal students watched a vocal 

masterclass with Laura, whilst our instrumentalists tried to learn parts of the song itself. Very difficult 

stuff! 

Students were also able to participate in a careers fair, interviewing people in music-related careers. We 

spoke to: 

• Evie Asio-Okwalinga – Youth Music Officer at London College of Creative Media (also singer/

song-writer, and former secondary music teacher) 

• Joe Townsend – Head of BA Music Performance & Industry at Trinity Laban (and self-taught                          

punk and jazz musician) 

• Linton Stephens – bassoonist with Chineke! & Multi-Story Orchestra and Chair of 

the Musicians’ Union’s Equality Diversity and Inclusion Committee 

• Carys Evans – An event/carnival producer, charity manager and professional DJ. 

• Anna Brown – Apprenticeship & Work based learning advocate at Artswork. 

 
The day finished with performances by students from each school. Well done to Tia who represented 

Charter fabulously with her acoustic rendition of Diamonds which was described as ‘stunning!’ 

Thank you to ARK Secondary Music for making the day so interesting and engaging! 
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2021 
This last year has been a difficult time for 

everyone, but many children have been 

experiencing a really tough time being stuck at 

home, causing further pressures on their 

mental health. It’s also had an effect on 

younger children, with an increase in children 

under 11 turning to our Childline service for 

help with mental health issues.  

So Ark Charter Academy stepped up to support 

the NSPCC on Friday 7th May, celebrating 

Number Day with non-school uniform.  

A massive thanks to everyone for contributing 

to Number Day, we were able to raise over 

£700 for NSPCC and the Childline Service.  



          School News 
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£723.94  
        Ark Charter Academy raised 

  

 

 

 

 

                          for the NSPCC 

Obama King Hawking 
3617 2908 3364 

Here is a quick update on where the houses are at for this half term.  Please see below.  

Well done Obama, your flag will be flying high soon!  Hawking, I can see you have upped the ante 
a LOT! 

          House Points Update 
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It has been an honour and a privilege to 

have been your head of year. 

We have faced a challenging year, but with 

the hard work and dedication that you have 

applied to your studies I cannot be any 

prouder of you. You are an exceptional 

group of young people and are all about to 

embark on your next steps. 

As you continue through life, never forget to 

keep learning, keep having fun and keep 

pushing yourself. Remember you will always 

be a part of Charter. Take advantage of every 

opportunity you get and give it your all. Live 

life with no regrets and go have the best 

experiences, and I wish you all the success 

in your next step. 

Mr White 



          Year 11 Special 
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To year 11 (Barry’s Bootcamp) 

Sorry I could not see you guys through year 11 

but I’ve heard Mr White has been doing a great 

job! I know I have been called Big Bad Barry in 

the past but I promise I always tried to do my 

best by you guys and support you as your HOY 

as much as I could! You have all grown up so 

much since I last saw you before my maternity 

leave. I wish you all the very best for the future. 

Work hard in whatever you do and be the best at 

whatever you do, smile lots snd enjoy life and I 

promise in years to come you will miss being at 

school! See you at the prom! Adiós amigos! 

Miss Barry 

Wishing you all the very best for your 

future. Good luck at college and your 

chosen career path. Aim high and you 

will achieve your potential. Best wishes. 

Mrs Dunn 

Best wishes to the whole of year 11 class of 

2021. May you all reach the hopes and dreams 

you have in your hearts.  Massive well done to 

you all! 

Ian (Student Mentor) 

To Emily, Chris, Bensley, George, Blake and Kuba. 

Wishing all the best for your new adventures in college. Have an amazing 

time and make the most of every memory you have. Good luck for your 

future career choice and the rest of your lives. I will 

cherish our 5 years working together. 

Mrs Spragg 

As Anna says in Frozen 2, " All one can 

do is the next right thing". I hope you 

will always know what is "the next 

right thing" for you. 

God bless you, Mrs Cohen 
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Class of 2021—I can't believe that your time 

at Charter has come to an end! It doesn't 

seem that long ago since we were welcoming 

you in for your induction days in Y7. It's 

been a privilege to be a part of your 

journey as you've grown from children into 

young adults. Always remember: 

'You're braver than you believe, stronger 

than you seem, and smarter than you think." 

Mrs Morey 

Congratulations and well done to all of you! 

In what’s been a very unusual year, you have 

risen to the challenges which you should all 

be very proud of! Good luck to everyone! –   

Mrs Morris – HR Officer 

Farewell Year 11. What a long, strange journey it's been! Best of luck to each of you 

for everything you do with your futures. Dream big, work hard, believe in yourself, 

keep learning, have faith, find solutions, be nice and take care. 

Mr Medway 

11A1 and 11B3 - I will miss you 

all.  Take care and be the best you 

can. 

Miss Bailey 

We are all so proud of the young people that you have 

become whilst you have been with us at Charter. Con-

tinue to be brilliant young people and most important-

ly, decent human beings in all you do. Strive to be the 

best you can be, most importantly for yourselves, but 

also for those that do and will care for you the most in 

your lives.  

To my CAP kids:  all the best, I will miss you the most. 

Whichever area it is that you choose to pursue next, 

keep in mind, as mentioned earlier, that we at Charter 

are still amongst those that care for you the most.   

As I always say “be good kids……. good kids”.  Best 

wishes, Mr Kaddy  
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All the very best to each of you. It's been a very difficult and challenging 5 years 

and you have risen to every challenge you have faced. It has been a pleasure to 

work with each and every one of you. 

I wish you all the very best for your futures. 

Be excellent to each other and make good choices. 

Take Care, Ms Claxton x 

Good luck to the fabulous class of 2021!    

All the very best! And remember to 

register for the Ark Alumni platform 

(arkalumni.hivebrite.com) to get 

support, opportunities and a grow your 

professional network.    

Miss Riches 

Have a lovely life, have fun, 

enjoy, learn, be happy and 

smile is free! Buena suerte. 

Miss Ferron 

Sending you all my 

best wishes and 

success for the future.                   

Mrs Howe 

Wishing our 2020/21 year 

11’s all the best as they move 

on to college– I will miss you 

all.  Mr Morgan 

Dear Year 11, it has been a pleasure 

to work with you over the past five years.  I 

will miss teaching you.  I wish you the best of 

luck at college.  

Miss Duffy. 

I will miss you all! You have brightened up 

my day for the last 5 years.  

Have a great life and I love you all! 

From Tracy (Mother Hen) 

Year 11, it’s been a blast, you have made me laugh every day! I will miss you all. 

Make sure you all go on to do great things! Special shout-out to Kuba and Blake who 

have made my job extra interesting these past 5 years!  Miss Williams 

Wishing you all the 

very best for the 

future year 11 - it has 

been such an honour 

to be for tutor for 

your year group, you 

will be greatly missed.                                                     

Miss Efford. 
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You have been with me since my first 

day at Charter. For that reason and 

many others I will remember you all. 

I hope you do go on to have 

successful lives either working in or 

running your own business! Do 

remember me if you become a 

millionaire, come and collect me for 

a coffee in your private jet!  

Mrs Ralston 

I wish you all every 

future happiness, it 

has been an honour 

and a pleasure to 

witness your 

journey's here at 

Charter... 

Remember the sky 

is the limit, follow 

your dreams.   

Mrs Antar. 

Good luck Year 11.  I have had the pleasure and pain of teaching the majority of you at some point 

during your time at Charter, and am proud of all you have achieved in 

Art.  Special congratulations goes to my two Year 11 GCSE classes who have worked so hard to 

complete their art coursework to the best of their ability.  I hope you are as proud of your work as I 

am, and of your GCSE Levels that you will receive in the summer.  I know I have annoyed you with 

my long introductions at the start of every lesson and my constant nagging about homework and 

“one more thing” to complete, but I hope it has all been worth it and that you look back on your art 

lessons with fond memories.  I know I will.  I also hope that you got to enjoy at least one of the 

many art trips that I organised over the years.  These visits should hopefully be another memory to 

treasure.  Take care of yourselves and those around you.  Be kind and try to visit an art gallery or 

appreciate the art around you when you get the chance.  Remember that art is good for the soul .     

I wish each and every one of you all the happiness and success in the future. Your art teacher – 

Miss Bryce.  
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Year 10 Food and Nutrition students have been working on an investigation into chemical 

raising agents such as bicarbonate of soda, cream of tartar and baking powder.  They decided to 

make scones with a variety and different amounts of raising agents to see what the effects would 

be. 
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Update from Careers Office 

 

This half-term saw quite a lot of activity at the Office. Y10         

students participated in virtual Mock Interviews Preparation 

Day and then the Mock Interviews; Year 9 students were 

preparing to make their GCSE Options and having one-to-one 

interviews with our Careers Leader. Final Options choices will be 

made after half-term. An additional round of Mock Interviews is 

scheduled for 1st of July for those students who weren’t able to 

attend during the first round. Virtual interviews went really well. It is a much anticipated event 

and, although students feel “terrified” (in their own words) going into the interview room, they 

come out with a real sense of achievement, having pushed themselves out of their comfort zone. 

Very well done to all Y10s!  

In the final half-term of this year we will be going out on College Taster Days with Year 10s, 

holding careers assemblies, doing a careers module in PSHE with Years 9 and 10 and putting 

together a programme of events for next year, hopefully, Covid-free.  

 

Dates for Y10 students’ diaries: 

1st July P3-4: Mock Interviews additional session (attending Y10 students will be informed in 

person) 

1st July from 1pm: Highbury College Taster Day (by expression of interest, survey will be 

done during Y10 tutor time; details to follow) 

13th July 9-12am: Portsmouth College Taster Day (all Y10 students; details to follow) 

Monthly Careers Office Newsletter for parents of 

students in Years 9-11, directly to your inbox! Containing information about school’s careers 

events, useful links and websites relating to post-16 destinations and how to support your    

children, a “career of the month” snapshot and a career fun fact, it’s a career inspiration delivered 

to your screen.  

, please email careersoffice@charteracademy.org.uk and put SUBSCRIBE in the 

subject line.  

As always, if you have any questions or comments about our careers programme, post-16 

destinations or you would like to get in touch, we are always here for you. Drop us a line on 

careersoffice@charteracademy.org.uk 

mailto:careersoffice@charteracademy.org.uk
mailto:careersoffice@charteracademy.org.uk


          Attendance Reminder 

Please remember to top up your child’s lunch accounts regularly, as credit cannot be guaranteed. 

This is easily accessible via WisePay. 
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Parents and carers are reminded not to book holidays during term time—this is against the law. 

We will refer parents who take pupils on holiday during term time to the Portsmouth Education 

Welfare Service and recommend penalty notices. 

 

Kurdish 
Dêûbav û lênêrîn têne bîra kirin ku betlaneyên di dema dema termê de nehêlin-ev li dijî qanûnê ye. Em ê 

dêûbavên ku xwendekar di betlaneyê de dibin betlaneyê bişînin Xizmeta Refahê ya Perwerdehiya 

Portsmouth û notên cezayê pêşniyar dikin. 

 

Arabic 
يتم تذكير اآلباء ومقدمي الرعاية بعدم حجز العطالت خالل فترة الفصل الدراسيهذا مخالف للقانون سنحيل اآلباء الذين 
يأخذون التالميذ في عطلة خالل فترة الفصل الدراسي إلى دائرة الرعاية التعليمية في بورتسموث ونوصي بإشعارات 

 جزائية.

 

Romanian 
Părinților și îngrijitorilor li se reamintește să nu rezerve vacanțe în timpul perioadei—acest lucru este 

împotriva legii. Vom trimite părinții care iau elevii în vacanță pe termen lung la Serviciul de Asistență 

Socială pentru Educație Din Porturi și vom recomanda notificări de penalizare. 

 

Persian 
به  این خالف قانون است. ما والدینی را که در طول ترم دانش آموزان را -به والدین و مراقبان یادآوری می شود که در طول مدت ترم رزرو نکنند 

 تعطیالت می برند ، به خدمات رفاهی آموزش پورتسموث ارجاع می دهیم و اعالمیه های جریمه را توصیه می کنیم.

 

Polish 
Rodzicom i opiekunom przypomina się, aby nie rezerwowali wakacji w okresie—jest to sprzeczne z 

prawem. Skierujemy rodziców, którzy w czasie semestru zabierają uczniów na wakacje, do Portsmouth 

Education Welfare Service i zalecimy kary. 

 

Bengali 
পিতা-মাতা এবং যত্নশীলদের মমযাদোত্তীর্ণ সমদয ছুটি বকু না মেওযার কথা মদন কপরদয মেওযা হয - এটি 

আইনপবদরাধী। আমরা িযাদরন্টসমাউথ এডুদকশন ওদযলদেযার সাপভণ দস মমযাদের সমযকাদল ছুটির পেদন পশক্ষাথীদের পনদয 

@CharterAcademyARK 




