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Principal’s Update

@CharterAcademyARK

I hope that all enjoyed the half term break and the

As the term ended we said our farewells to our year

added delight of a 4 day Platinum Jubilee

11 cohort as they departed to start their GCSE study

Celebration. There was certainly something for

leave. A rite of passage back on the agenda

everyone during the multiple day extravaganza.

following a 2 year hiatus. The leavers BBQ was a

fantastic opportunity not just to enjoy gourmet
Last term passed by so quickly and the first 2 weeks

cooking (it really was exquisite catering!) but also

of the examinations were met with maturity and a

for pupils to chat informally with their year 11

real sense of collective ambition and resilience. The

teachers who were on hand throughout.

exam rooms were filled with a palpable air of
trepidation but also excitement. Everything our

Summer term 2 will see the GCSE examinations

students have worked for plays out over the next

complete over the month of June. Please do

few weeks and it is vital we all walk that path with

remember (and utilise) the quiet, staffed study

them.

room that will be remaining open during all school
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hours for any pupil wishing to be on site and have

going to reserve two exciting pieces of news that I

easy access to teachers. We are also running

am keen to share with you all until….the end of the

regular revision sessions which all pupils are

week!

expected to attend (a timetable of these sessions
was sent out in the post at the start of the half term

Warm regards,

break).
As ever many thanks to all those parents that stay
in regular direct contact with me. I have been
approached a few times now regarding sending out

Fiona Chapman

more regular newsletters. So… commencing this

Principal – Ark Charter

Friday you will all receive the first of our weekly

updates on all things Charter. To that end I am

Upcoming Term Dates

@CharterAcademyARK

Last day of term
•

Summer 1

27th May 2022

Bank Holiday
•

30th May 2022

School holidays
•

30th May– 3rd June 2022

Students return to school
•

6th June 2022

Year 10 College Taster Days
•

30th June & 1st July 2022

Staff INSET Day
Summer 2

•

1st July 2022

Last day of term
•

22nd July 2022

School Holidays
•

25th July-2nd September 2022

GCSE Results Day
•

Autumn 1 (2022/23)

25th August 2022

Students return to school
•

5th September 2022
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Some of our Y7 students competed in the
‘Big Ideas’ regional finals at Portsmouth
University this week. One of the teams
were awarded the Runners up in the
competition which is such a huge
achievement given that there were over 70
initial applicants! Another of the teams
were offered 1:1 support from a local
charity/counsellor if they want to
continue
with
their
idea.
We are incredibly proud of them. We
certainly have some mini entrepreneurs at
our school!

Our Runners up:
Lylie
Amelia
Elise
Riley

And our other competitors:
Crystal-Lee, Betsey-B, Indie,
Lily-Mai, Ralf, Riley, Saffie
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Kathryn Evans
Author Kathryn Evans will be visiting Ark Charter Academy in July!
Kathryn Evans is an award winning author of young adult novels, with themes of identity, family,
dystopia, diversity, well-being, friendship, courage and love. She is also an experienced speaker
for schools and festivals, giving inspiring talks and workshops.
Kathryn is actually a former
pupil of St Luke’s School
(Charter’s
predecessor
school), which makes her visit
even more exciting! Her
books are available to borrow
from the Library. Ask Ms
Cohen for more details!
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Library Corner
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Ebooks
Parents, Carers and Students… Did you know that every student has access to thousands of
eBooks via the Charter Academy website? Check out the library page to find the link! Students
will be reminded of their log-in details after half term.
Every book read is another step in your literacy development. Please ask our librarian Miss
Cohen if you have any queries or questions about your/your child’s reading.

Second-Hand book appeal

Reading Millionaires

Do you have any old children's books that
don't get used any more?

Shako (x4)

Harry

We are looking for second-hand books to

Gracie (x3)

Tayla

donate to a small community in Ghana,

Maseera

Mehnaaz

condition and will be sent in the Summer.

Uzoma

Lucas

Please drop off any books you wish donate

Fanta

Ranvi

Jack

Hareem

West Africa. Books just need to be in good

to Mrs Cohen in the library.

READATHON IS COMING!
Readathon is a sponsored reading event to raise money for books for children in hospital. You
will need to register in order to participate, Ms Cohen has all the details so please ask her for
more information.
We recommend signing up and reading
for 20 minutes a day! Just 20 minutes
of reading each day will mean you will
have read for 821 hours over the year! It
also helps promote brain development,
helps you to develop empathy and
improve your imagination, as well as
increasing your abilities with spellings
and enhancing your vocabulary.
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Literacy Quiz
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We are very proud of our Lit
Quiz team members. They
worked so hard to prepare
for the Quiz which took place
on the 28th April at Fratton
Park.
In particular, a massive
thank you to those who
stepped in at short notice.
Thank you to the School
Library
Service
who
organised the event, to the
authors who inspired and
entertained us, to staff and
volunteers at Charter who
helped us get there, and to
the Hayling Island bookshop
who provided our bookstall.
Congratulations to our team: Maseera, Mehnaaz, Kyren, Angel, Hope, Mirela, Honey, Olivia,
Fanta, Crystal, Uzoma, Het and Harry. We hope each student will enjoy the new book they
chose, personally signed and dedicated by the author!
Every student earned a Bronze pledge for the event as well!

Creative Therapy
At Charter, we are very lucky to have access to Creative
Therapy support through a not-for-profit social enterprise
called Impact, who are dedicated to improving children and
young people’s mental health.
Christine is a Creative Arts Therapist who has started
working with us for two days a week. She will be supporting
students facing emotional and mental health challenges in
their lives every Tuesday and Wednesday in school.
If something worries you at home or in your life at Charter, you can speak
with Christine to explore what can be done to support you. If she can’t help,
Christine will point you in the direction of someone who can.

So how do you get in touch with Christine?
You will find a self-referral slip in Reception. Just write your name, year and
reason for wanting some support. These can be left in any of the Concern
Boxes placed around school and she will be in touch.

Ark Charter Academy

Newsletter Summer 1 2021/22

Careers Office
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Year 10 Work Experience
A huge WELL DONE to all our Year 10 students
who are completing their Work Experience this
half term! Across the two weeks, we had 130
students out doing various placements in the
city, including hairdressing, theatre assistant,
barbers, retail, primary schools, nurseries, water
sports, catering and even blacksmiths. Work
Experience is a great opportunity to have a go at
a range of tasks and to gain an insight into what
employment may look like. A very big thank you
to all the parents and carers who supported their
children in finding a placement.

Year 10 students Ruby and Millie
enjoying their work experience
placement at Ark Dickens Primary
Academy.

College Taster Days
Year 10 will be having College Taster days during
the next half-term. We will be going by coach,
leaving from and returning back to the school site. A
letter with more details will go out shortly to all
parents, carers and students. College Taster Days
are a great opportunity to have a look around a
college and have a go at a range of subjects. It makes
the transition into post-16 education much
smoother and helps students make informed
choices.
Feedback
Our Careers Lead, Mrs Riches, is always happy to answer any questions you may
have about subject choices for KS4, post-16 and/or post-18 education, or anything
else relating to careers. We are always looking for employer, ex-students or parents
who would like to get involved in the school life and share their employment or
business experience with the new generation. Please feel free to get in touch with
Mrs Riches on o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk No question is too small.

Ark Charter Academy

Newsletter Summer 1 2021/22

Community Sports News
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Community Boxing
Year 7 student Franky won his first boxing bout this half
term; it was a close fight but his extra training, hard work
and dedication paid off in the end and he was announced
the winner!
Well done Franky, we're all really proud of you!

Birmingham Commonwealth Games 2022
The Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth Games has unveiled the
highly anticipated route that the Queen’s Baton Relay will take
through England this summer.
Travelling via land, air and sea, more than 180 communities in
England will experience the Queen’s Baton on a route spanning
2,500 miles (4,000 kilometres). From energetic cities and historic
market towns, to rolling countryside and rugged coastline, the
Baton will head as far south as Cornwall and as far north as
Northumberland.
Birmingham 2022 is hosting the 16th official Queen’s Baton Relay –
a journey which brings together and celebrates communities across
the Commonwealth, during the build up to the Games.
In England, the Queen’s Baton Relay will provide the opportunity for communities to experience the buzz
and excitement for Birmingham 2022, as the 11 days of showstopping sport nears ever closer.
Communities that will be visited
include:
Wednesday 6 July
(South East)
Stoke Mandeville, Maidenhead, Eton &
Windsor, Aldershot, Winchester, Hambledon,
Southampton, and Portsmouth.

Ark Charter Academy

Newsletter Summer 1 2021/22

Sailing

@CharterAcademyARK

Three groups of students are currently learning how to sail and other
skills linked to the marine industry. A group of Year 8 students on a
Thursday and Year 10 on a Friday sail with the Portsmouth Sail Training
Trust. As well as learning to sail small yachts (Hawks) they also have
recently completed a first aid course and they have been on a site visit to
Trafalgar Wharf.
All of the students have been trying really hard with their sailing and we
have been impressed with how they have thrown themselves into
learning new skills.

A small group of Year 7 students
have recently started to learn to
sail dinghies at the Andrew
Simpson Sailing Centre. They are
learning to helm these boats as
well as trim the sails; not to
mention how to right the boats if
they capsize!
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Maths Dept

@CharterAcademyARK

Maths Homework
All students in years 7-10 are expected to do
weekly

homework online, on Sparx Maths.

Please help us to

support your child's future

skills of independent learning and embed their
current

understanding. It should take them

about 1 hour in total to complete, each school
week of the year. We suggest this is done over 2-4

separate sessions, rather than all at once. They
need to be able to write calculations down on
paper while they do the work online. Please get in
touch with your child's tutor if finding a suitable
space to work is challenging as we can make
arrangements for you at school.

Maths Challenge
This question was on the Year 11 Higher Tier Maths paper 1 this exam season. Can you solve it?
The diagram is made from three circles, each of radius 4cm.
The centre of the circles are A, B and C, such that ABC is a straight line.

Work out the total area of the two shaded regions.
Give your answer in terms of π
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Parent Governor Vacancy

@CharterAcademyARK

Become a Parent
Governor
DO SOMETHING INSPIRING and help us make a difference.

Ark Charter Academy is part of The Ark Schools network; an
education charity and one of the country’s top-performing academy
chains in the country with over 30 schools across England. Their
aim is to create outstanding schools that give every pupil the
opportunity to go to university or pursue the career of their choice.
Ark Charter is supported by it’s own community

based Local Governing Body, made up of parents/
carers,

local

community

representatives

and

businesses.
We are looking for parents/carers who are passionate
about the education, development and futures of all
of our young people, and would like to help shape the
future for the next generation.

You do not need any
specific skills or
experience to be a
governor, but be willing to
commit your time to the
welfare of our students.

Governors need to prepare for and attend LGB
meetings 4 times a year, as well as take a share of

All parents, carers and
guardians of children at
the school are eligible to
be candidates. To be
considered, complete the
online form at:

tasks within the LGB and to take part in training.

https://arkonline.org/ukschools/become-

keeps children safe, provides for children with

You will also be expected to visit the school as a
governor – this can be a very different experience to
visiting as a parent! You might be expected to join a
committee or take on a ‘link’ role to understand a
particular area of the school’s activity, such as how it
special

educational

needs

and

disabilities,

manages the school’s finances.
Application deadline is Friday 17th June.

or
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St Luke’s Church

@CharterAcademyARK

St Luke’s Church, Southsea, will be welcoming our local community to some special celebration events
over the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday weekend, and would love your company!
Commonwealth Concert Bank Holiday Monday 30th May — 11am to 12pm
Come and enjoy art, poetry, storytelling, dance and song. Experience the diversity, talent and vibrance that
migrant communities bring to the City. This concert is funded by the Arts Council and hosted in
partnership with Portsmouth City of Sanctuary.
St Luke’s Community Summer Fair Friday 3rd June - 12pm to 3pm
Mucky Bucket Farm, Batala Samba Drummers, Pompey Pluckers, live performances, BBQ and tasty treats,
stalls and children's activities.
The Great Jubilee Lunch in the heart of the city Sunday 5th June—12pm to 2pm
In the open air at St Luke’s grounds. A celebration that includes a special lunch, live music, stilt walkers
and children’s entertainers, optional fancy dress and time to remember.
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Attendance Reminder

@CharterAcademyARK

Parents and carers are reminded not to book holidays during term time—this is against the law.
We will refer parents who take pupils on holiday during term time to the Portsmouth Education
Welfare Service and recommend penalty notices.

Kurdish
Dêûbav û lênêrîn têne bîra kirin ku betlaneyên di dema dema termê de nehêlin-ev li dijî qanûnê ye. Em ê
dêûbavên ku xwendekar di betlaneyê de dibin betlaneyê bişînin Xizmeta Refahê ya Perwerdehiya
Portsmouth û notên cezayê pêşniyar dikin.

Arabic
يتم تذكير اآلباء ومقدمي الرعاية بعدم حجز العطالت خالل فترة الفصل الدراسيهذا مخالف للقانون سنحيل اآلباء الذين
يأخذون التالميذ في عطلة خالل فترة الفصل الدراسي إلى دائرة الرعاية التعليمية في بورتسموث ونوصي بإشعارات
.جزائية

Romanian
Părinților și îngrijitorilor li se reamintește să nu rezerve vacanțe în timpul perioadei—acest lucru este
împotriva legii. Vom trimite părinții care iau elevii în vacanță pe termen lung la Serviciul de Asistență
Socială pentru Educație Din Porturi și vom recomanda notificări de penalizare.

Persian
 ما والدینی را که در طول ترم دانش آموزان را به. این خالف قانون است- به والدین و مراقبان یادآوری می شود که در طول مدت ترم رزرو نکنند
. به خدمات رفاهی آموزش پورتسموث ارجاع می دهیم و اعالمیه های جریمه را توصیه می کنیم، تعطیالت می برند

Polish
Rodzicom i opiekunom przypomina się, aby nie rezerwowali wakacji w okresie—jest to sprzeczne z
prawem. Skierujemy rodziców, którzy w czasie semestru zabierają uczniów na wakacje, do Portsmouth
Education Welfare Service i zalecimy kary.

Bengali
পিতা-মাতা এবং যত্নশীলদের মমযাদোত্তীর্ণ সমদয ছু টি বুক না মেওযার কথা মদন কপরদয মেওযা হয - এটি
আইনপবদরাধী। আমরা িযাদরন্টসমাউথ এডু দকশন ওদযলদেযার সাপভণ দস মমযাদের সমযকাদল ছু টির পেদন পশক্ষাথীদের পনদয

iPayImpact
Please remember to top up your child’s lunch accounts regularly, as credit cannot be guaranteed.
This is easily accessible via iPayImpact.

