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Principal’s Update

A busy and vibrant term for all seems to have
passed in a flash as we prepare to welcome in the
summer term. I was particularly struck by the
positive can-do attitude of the majority of our
students towards their mock GCSE examinations
and their diagnostic assessments.
Our year 11s have weathered a complex and
challenging journey to reach this stage of their
education and they will be the first cohort to take
formal examinations since 2019. The maturity
shown and the support of parents has been pivotal
in getting them to this stage. The uptake over the
Easter vacation to complete coursework has been
commendable and means that for most students
they can now really hone into their exam revision
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and preparation. It is all still to play for with 3
weeks to go until the first formal GCSEs begin! Staff
will be consistently on hand for the students and for
any parent looking for guidance, advice or just
someone to talk to (!) as you make this journey
together with your child. Intervention classes will
continue to run throughout summer 1 term and we
encourage you to support your child attending.
These sessions can be the difference between grade
boundaries!
As for years 7-10 they engaged well with the testing
series that ran throughout the rest of the school.
Again a sense of matureness was evident and also a
determination to do well despite the challenges of 2
disrupted years of education. Discussions have
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already begun with parents and will continue into
the summer term.

and welcome visits into school to meet me face to
face.

We have now started to welcome back external
visitors to site and enjoyed some rather vibrant
(and highly engaging!) drumming in the last week
of spring term. Sports fixtures are being finalised
and teams readied for the fun and enjoyment of
competition against other schools. Things we took
for granted when we were at school but have been
largely absent the last academic years. Clubs
continue to be well attended and please, if your
child has not yet signed up to a club, relook at our
offer and encourage participation. There are so
many varying options on offer.

My direct email
is f.chapman@charteracademy.org.uk

As ever do keep up direct communication with the
school and with your child’s tutor/HoY. As ever I
am always delighted to hear directly from parents

We look forward to welcoming back all students on
Wednesday 27th April
Warm regards,

Fiona Chapman
Principal – Ark Charter

Upcoming Term Dates
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Staff INSET Days
•

25th 26th April 2022

Students return to school
•

27th April 2022

Bank Holidays

Summer 1

•

Monday 2nd May 2022

•

3rd May—School Closure

•

30th May 2022

Half Term
•

30th May - 3rd June 2022

Students return to school
•

6th June 2022
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Installation of Bishop Jonathan

@CharterAcademyARK

On Saturday 12th March, around 500 churchgoers, civic dignitaries, community representatives
and guests packed the Portsmouth cathedral for this special service, at which the Rt Rev Jonathan
Frost was formally welcomed to our diocese. He was officially placed in his ‘seat’ in the cathedral,
dressed in his bishop’s robes, mitre and cross, and handed the bishop’s crozier that had been
placed on the cathedral altar by his predecessor Bishop Christopher.

Two Charter students, Christina and Areen played a
key role in the installation service of Bishop
Jonathan, the new bishop of Portsmouth. In the
moments before Bishop Jonathan strode into our
cathedral as the tenth Bishop of Portsmouth, Head
girl Christina whispered some comforting words to

him.
It was an apt illustration of Bishop Jonathan’s
vision that God can use this emerging generation to
help lead more mature Christians deeper into faith.
It was a point that was reinforced throughout his
installation service and to which he returned in his
sermon.
You can relive the whole of the installation service
on YouTube: https://youtu.be/Yabls5_-3wQ
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Bishop Jonathan chose children and
young people to play major roles
throughout the service. Young singers
from Portsmouth Cathedral Choir and
the Cathedral Sing school workshops
sang beforehand and throughout, whilst
our students Christina and Areen
processed in and out of the cathedral
alongside him, and helped him to robe.

Christina read a responsive Psalm, and
Areen spoke the words reminding
Bishop Jonathan that he was first and
foremost a child of God.
“It was magical,” said Christina afterwards. “It was really spiritually overwhelming and so special.
It was such an important day, and it was great to be able to talk to Bishop Jonathan beforehand
and to tell him that this was the Lord's day, and we should rejoice in it. I was so happy and
honoured to experience this beside him.”
Areen, who is 14, was a last-minute replacement for head boy Oren who had tested positive for

Covid. He said: “This has been the biggest honour of my life. It is a once-in-a-lifetime thing to be
involved in. I feel sorry for Oren, but it felt like a gift from God that I was able to take over. I’ve
never felt as spiritual in my life, and God was guiding us through this ceremony.”
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Sporting News
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Community Boxing
Year 7 student Franky competed in his 3rd bout a
few weeks ago. He didn't manage to get the win,
but not for one second did he ever want to quit.
He is a credit to Charter.

Basketball Competition
It’s been a long time coming due to covid, but we saw the first game of Basketball against another
school this half term! Years 9 and 10—Charter Vs Oaklands 9th March 2022
The boys had been working hard over the last few months preparing for the fixture, with
afterschool training every Monday night. The game was in the balance during all four quarters,
with the lead changing hands all the time. In the last moments of the game, Charter called a time
out to lay out the final plan and ensure everyone knew their job.
The final two minutes seemed to take
forever as the boys worked hard both in
offensive and defensive positions. As

the whistle went, Charter had won by
one point, 36-35!
What a great game! The whole team
worked very hard and enjoyed their
first victory of the season.
Well done team Charter!
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Taiko Drumming Event
On Thursday 7th April 120 of our music
students had the amazing opportunity to
experience Japanese Taiko drumming.
Students learned how to count in Japanese,
what different sounds are called and how to
work as a team to create an amazing
ensemble performance. Students described
the day as 'exhilarating', 'amazing to sample
another culture', 'a once in a lifetime
experience' and 'it was awesome to feel the
beat in your body'.
To all of those involved, who behaved
excellently and were a credit to the school well done from Mrs Steaggles!

The art of Taiko drumming was first
introduced into Japan in 6th Century CE
and has remained an important part of
the culture and tradition ever since.
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Here at Charter, Our year 7 students
were given the ultimate challenge…
They had to submit a project for a ‘big
idea’ but we only had 4 days to do it!
The teams each created an idea of ways
they could help to save our planet.
They completed their own research,
business

plan,

Powerpoint

presentation and ‘Meet the team’

Video.

Team Ecofreezer—Indie, Saffie and Ralf
Team Beach Clean
Scarlett and Riley
Team Beach Clean’s ultimate
goal is to rid the oceans of
plastics and save as many
animals as possible.

EcoFreezer want to help the ever increasing water levels by
creating a boat with a built in freezer that they can take out
and make artificial ice caps out of the already melted ones.

Team Testolio
Lylie and Amelia
Testolio is a new invention to stop drink
driving! In order to have your car keys
released, you would have to do a
breathaliser test. If you pass, your keys are
released, but if you fail, you do not have the
option to drive!

Team Plastic Free Pompey
Betsey-B, Lily-Mae and
Crystal-Lee
Plastic Free Pompey want to gather as
much single use plastic as possible
throughout our city and have it all made
into Portsmouth Football Kits. The Kits
will then be sold on and the money made
will go towards a charity that they also
plan to create.

Our projects have now been submitted to the judges at ‘Solutions for the Planet’
and we recently found out that our students have been successful and are
now through to the regional finals!
The team has worked so incredibly hard and shown a real passion for all their
ideas, we are so proud of the progress they have made and the ideas they have
had.
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Food and Nutrition
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It’s a Happy Easter from all of us in Food and Nutrition.
This half term the students have been learning about bread products, but we have also had some
fun with the seasonal celebrations to do with Easter as you can see. Happy Easter to you all and
well done to year 10 students.

Cinnamon Rolls

Macaroni Cheese and Rustic Bread Sticks and Dough Balls
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Food and Nutrition
Pancake Day

The Best Ever Brownies

Bagels
If you would
like any of
these recipes,
please
contact
Ms Cowern
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Second-Hand book appeal
Do you have any old children's books
that don't get used any more?
We are looking for second-hand books
to donate to a small community in
Ghana, West Africa. Books just need to
be in good condition and will be sent in

the Summer. Please drop off any books
you wish donate to Mrs Cohen in the
library.
My name is Anny Osabutey from Ghana, and I run a community reading clinic in Prampram, a
small fishing community east of Accra, the Ghanaian capital. We are looking for books to be
donated to us, so we can easily distribute them to the young people in our community, with a
goal to open a library in the future… we even have the land ready but haven't started any
building work on it, yet! Thank you for any donations you make, they will really make a
difference.
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Students had the opportunity to meet the author,
Nigel Hinton in the Reward Event on Wednesday 6th
April, as part of the World Book Day celebrations!
Hinton really engaged the students with stories
about how he came to be a writer and how each book
came about, mostly from personal experiences.
When he read extracts from his books, students were
hanging on his every word, disappointed when he
stopped!

A selection of the author’s
books are available to buy
on iPayimpact for a
limited time at the
bargain price of £5 each!
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Over the course of this half term, we will be focusing on the Christian value of generosity
(grace). This is one of those words that we tend not to use in everyday language, but it has
huge meaning and significance. Grace means to receive God’s love, care, forgiveness, and
salvation, even if we don’t deserve any of these things. God gives these generously and
freely to everyone without limit or condition.
Here at Charter, grace is something we can all experience daily in our community together.
We are all encouraged to exercise grace. The generosity of this, once experienced and
acknowledged by each one of us can in turn release a generous spirit towards others.
The bible says in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians: ‘For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God’
We will be exploring the following themes during daily and year group collective worship.
· Unconditional generosity
· The joy of being generous
· Giving time generously
· Giving generously
· Generosity for future generations
Particular attention will be paid to how generosity and grace can be part of all our everyday
lives.
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Careers Office

Business Speed Networking event by EBP South
Our partner, EBP South, came into school in the last week of term to
deliver a series of mini-talks about their job roles and career pathways.
Students heard from a CEO, a hairdressing academy manager, a
historian and an events manager. One of the key messages was that
students will change jobs and sectors many times during their careers
but in every role they take on they will be relying on some key
employability skills such as working with others, being professional,
willing to learn and adapt to change.
National Citizenship Service Summer Programme is once
again open for applications to all Year 11!
An opportunity not to be missed. If your child is in Year 11, it is well
worth looking at what NCS can offer to our young people this Summer.
The 2-week programme, including a full-board residential is only £50,
and only £10 for students in receipt of Free School Meals. Go to
https://wearencs.com/summer to find out more. Interest forms are
available from your child’s tutor. Places are filling up fast so it’s best to
apply as soon as possible.
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Upcoming Events
Year 11 — Meet The Russel Group” webinar 27th of April
12:00-14:30 and 16:30-20:00
Thinking about applying to a top
university? An amazing opportunity to
virtually engage with all 24 Russel
Group
Universities,
including
Southampton. Students and parents will
have an opportunity to take virtual
campus tours, listen to presenters and
download prospectuses and other useful
information. All content, including live
sessions, will be available for 1 month
after the webinar.
To sign up and for more information,
please visit:
https://russellgroup.vfairs.com/
Year 10 and 11 — Apprenticeship Talk - Thursday 28th of April
Interested in applying for an apprenticeship after school? We have an
opportunity for students to talk to a range of apprentices on a one-toone basis and to ask any questions they may have about the application
process, how to search for vacancies and so on.
28th of April 2022, 8:45am – 9:30am in Hornpipe Theatre.
To book your place please email Mrs Riches on
o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk
Year 10 - Work Experience
We are so excited to be able to send our Year 10 students out on Work Experience this year! It is
a tremendous opportunity for the students to do something different, try themselves in a
different role and just not be a student for 2 weeks but a member of a professional team. Work
Experience can and does provide an invaluable insight into the
world of employment. It reinforces the requirements of
punctuality, professional conduct and reliability. It can help boost
self-esteem and provide new, positive, face-to-face social
interactions and connections. The dates for Work Experience are
16th – 27th of May and the final deadline to secure a placement is
the 6th of May.
Students can find a placement via the online database of EBP South or they can go out and
search for their own placement using the Own Placement form. All forms and logins are
available from students’ Tutors and Mrs Riches.
Year 9 — “Speak Out” Challenge! - Thursday 5th of May
The “Speak Out” Challenge! is an opportunity for students to
engage in communication skills training, which empowers
teenagers to become strong communicators, raising confidence
and providing opportunities to connect with one another.
Places are limited, to apply please email Mrs Riches on o.riches@charteracademy.org.uk
There is always something going on at Careers Office! Keep an eye on Ark Charter
Academy Twitter and Facebook news feeds.
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Attendance Reminder
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Parents and carers are reminded not to book holidays during term time—this is against the law.
We will refer parents who take pupils on holiday during term time to the Portsmouth Education
Welfare Service and recommend penalty notices.

Kurdish
Dêûbav û lênêrîn têne bîra kirin ku betlaneyên di dema dema termê de nehêlin-ev li dijî qanûnê ye. Em ê
dêûbavên ku xwendekar di betlaneyê de dibin betlaneyê bişînin Xizmeta Refahê ya Perwerdehiya
Portsmouth û notên cezayê pêşniyar dikin.

Arabic
يتم تذكير اآلباء ومقدمي الرعاية بعدم حجز العطالت خالل فترة الفصل الدراسيهذا مخالف للقانون سنحيل اآلباء الذين
يأخذون التالميذ في عطلة خالل فترة الفصل الدراسي إلى دائرة الرعاية التعليمية في بورتسموث ونوصي بإشعارات
.جزائية

Romanian
Părinților și îngrijitorilor li se reamintește să nu rezerve vacanțe în timpul perioadei—acest lucru este
împotriva legii. Vom trimite părinții care iau elevii în vacanță pe termen lung la Serviciul de Asistență
Socială pentru Educație Din Porturi și vom recomanda notificări de penalizare.

Persian
 ما والدینی را که در طول ترم دانش آموزان را به. این خالف قانون است- به والدین و مراقبان یادآوری می شود که در طول مدت ترم رزرو نکنند
. به خدمات رفاهی آموزش پورتسموث ارجاع می دهیم و اعالمیه های جریمه را توصیه می کنیم، تعطیالت می برند

Polish
Rodzicom i opiekunom przypomina się, aby nie rezerwowali wakacji w okresie—jest to sprzeczne z
prawem. Skierujemy rodziców, którzy w czasie semestru zabierają uczniów na wakacje, do Portsmouth
Education Welfare Service i zalecimy kary.

Bengali
পিতা-মাতা এবং যত্নশীলদের মমযাদোত্তীর্ণ সমদয ছু টি বুক না মেওযার কথা মদন কপরদয মেওযা হয - এটি
আইনপবদরাধী। আমরা িযাদরন্টসমাউথ এডু দকশন ওদযলদেযার সাপভণ দস মমযাদের সমযকাদল ছু টির পেদন পশক্ষাথীদের পনদয
যাওযা এবং মিনাপি পবজ্ঞপির সুিাপরশ করব

iPayImpact
Please remember to top up your child’s lunch accounts regularly, as credit cannot be guaranteed.
This is easily accessible via iPayImpact.
We are constantly working hard to ensure that our communication both within the school and also, with
parents, carers and stakeholders is as efficient as possible. Whilst we endeavour to respond to any
communication on the same day, it is not always possible.
Any communication regarding a safeguarding issue will be responded to on the same day.

