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E 
aster has arrived, vaccines have now 

been administered to 50% of the 

population and lockdown is easing! 

There is indeed much to both 

celebrate and reflect on. As ever pupils at 

Charter have shown resilience well beyond 

their years, returning to school and their 

studies with determination and also a 

noticeable sense of maturity to the situation. 

Our children’s understanding of what has 

transpired reminds us of the ability of 

youngsters to assimilate and understand 

complex scenarios and indeed adapt and work 

with them. There is much discussion in the 

media regarding the damage done to children 

throughout the pandemic and in this I do not 

disagree. However we must also not 

underestimate the power to heal and come 

back stronger than ever before. Life is a 

journey, a rich tapestry, and what is important 

is how we approach that journey. Over the 

coming months we will be working with our 
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students to ensure their learning moves 

forwards confidently whilst simultaneously 

addressing any issues that may have surfaced 

for individuals during the periods of 

lockdown. Never has it been so important for 

school and community to work together and I 

do ask that any parent who has concerns 

about their child and the effects of the 

pandemic to access the support we can 

provide here at school. 

As the lockdown lifts so does our ability to 

offer a range of clubs and activities to our 

pupils. Please do encourage your sons and 

daughters to take part in an extracurricular 

activity as this is a great opportunity for them 

to re-engage with the normality of life moving 

on. 

In the meantime it remains to say  enjoy the 

Easter vacation, the sunshine and our new 

found freedom. Do though too be mindful that 

Covid remains undiscerning and still has the 

capacity to move quickly between us. The 

rules of hands, face, space have not altered. 

We have come so far, earned the freedoms 

now coming our way, but our situation 

remains precarious as we find our way in a 

world which we now share with Covid. 

As ever gratitude to each and every one of you. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

 

 

Fiona Chapman 

Principal 

Ark Charter Academy 

f.chapman@charteracademy.org.uk 

Summer 1 

21st April 2021: Pupils return to school 

28th May2021: Last day of term 

 

Half Term — 31st May 2021 to 4th June 2021 

Staff Training Days 

• 19th & 20th April 2021 

Summer 2 

7th June 2021: Pupils return to school 

21st July 2021: Last day of term 

 

Staff Training Day 

• 2nd July 2021 (TBC) 
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           Year 11 GCSE CAGs 
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Last academic year, GCSE, A-level and BTEC results were awarded on the basis of Centre Assessed Grades 
(CAGs) for the first time. This decision came after schools closed and there were no further opportunities 
to assess students' skills and knowledge. We therefore relied on previous evidence that had already been 
gathered, alongside teachers’ judgements of students’ likely attainment.  

This year the awarding process is slightly different. Whilst students have been out of school for a 
considerable amount of time over the last two years, they are now back in school. This gives us the 
opportunity to assess them on taught content before making judgements on the grade they should be 
awarded.  

We don’t yet know how many pieces of evidence we will be expected to have on which to base our students 
CAGs. We do know that the evidence should represent the best of each pupil’s ability and should cover a 
representative sample of the taught content domain. This should include evidence from the following list: 

1. Autumn Mock Age Related Grades where available 

2. Non-exam assessment (NEA) components where applicable, such as performance and composition 
pieces in music.  

3. Assessments in the Summer 1 term drawn from exam board materials. 

4. Any additional pieces of evidence of our choice. 

Steps must be taken to ensure every piece of evidence can be proven to be the pupils own. The higher 
control of an assessment, the more reliable the results will be. Evidence can be broken down into three 
categories: 

At home—No Invigilation Virtual Invigilation 
In school under exam 

conditions 

It is difficult to prove that work 

completed at home is the students own 

work, however some of this may be 

important evidence for subjects such as 

Art and Music. Parents/Students may be 

asked to sign a declaration to support this 

evidence. 

Some online programmes offer 

assessments that are timed with video 

invigilation. These are not entirely 

reliable as we cannot guarantee students 

do not have access to additional material 

to aid them. 

Most reliable source of  

evidence.  Assessments taken 

in exam hall and classroom 

under exam conditions meet 

this criteria. 

Low Control High Control 



           Catering Classes 
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In GCSE Food and Nutrition this half 

term, we have been learning about the 

theory behind combining ingredients and 

having a go at making different products 

to demonstrate this knowledge.   

We successfully made a fatless sponge – a 

swiss roll - which was a bit tricky to roll up 

but tasted great.  We’ve also learned to 

make shortcrust pastry for the first time 

and made a quiche with this.  

This week, we have made the seasonal 

bread product Hot Cross buns.  I hope you 

enjoy seeing our impressive products.  The 

class go from strength to strength and 

have endless enthusiasm each week. 

 

Ms Cowern 

Year 10 Food and Nutrition  

 

March 2021 

@CharterAcademyARK 



          Catering Classes 
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Shortcrust Pastry Quiches 

Chocolate Chip and Orange Hot Cross Buns 

Happy Easter from our Food and Nutrition Class! 

@CharterAcademyARK 



           The Easter Story 
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With Easter approaching and Ramadam soon after, we know that many staff and students will 

want to visit our Prayer Room. 

Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar. It celebrates the 
resurrection of Jesus on the third day after his death; three days that changed the world. 

The week had started well for Jesus and his followers, welcomed as celebrities by the 
people of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. But by Thursday, the atmosphere was 
changing. Jesus gathered in a room with his friends. He shared a meal with them at the 
festival of Passover, telling them that the bread he broke was his body, and the wine 
they shared was his blood. They were mystified. Then he announced that one of his 
friends would betray him. That night, as Jesus had warned, Judas betrayed him to the 
authorities. Jesus was humiliated and locked up. 

Friday brought Jesus’ trial of beatings and humiliation. Despite the celebrity welcome only five days 
earlier, the crowd now condemn Jesus to death. After carrying his own cross to the execution site, Jesus 
was nailed to the cross, alongside two other men. 

On the cross, with his mother and friends watching, Jesus cried out to God, “Father. 
Why have you forsaken me?” Why had everything come to this? Finally, Jesus cried out 
“It is finished”, his head fell and he died. 

Taken from the cross, Jesus was wrapped in burial robes and laid to rest in a donated 
tomb that the soldiers sealed with a massive rock. On Holy Saturday, as the city 
returned to normal, Jesus’ friends and family mourned, while soldiers guarded the 
tomb. 

The next morning, Jesus’ follower Mary Magdalene, followed later by some of the 
disciples, visited the tomb only to find that, despite the guards, the rock had been 
moved and Jesus’ body was gone. Mary asked a nearby man what had happened to the 
body. When he spoke to her, she realised he was Jesus, risen from the dead, and ran to 
tell the disciples. Over the next few days many more of the disciples met the risen Jesus 
and the news of his resurrection spread quickly. 

Prayer Room 

To learn more: https://www.ctmparish.org.uk/easter/ 

@CharterAcademyARK 
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Ark Charter Academy                 Newsletter Spring 2 2020/21 

@CharterAcademyARK 

Reading Competition 

Reading is a key life skill, that much we know. To show your 

commitment to reading and be in with a chance to win a book by 

one of our visiting authors, Tom Palmer and Alex Wheatle, all you 

have to do is show your commitment to reading in school and at 

home!  

A few tips could be to read aloud in class, have your reading book 

with you every day, take Accelerated Reader quizzes and use your 

eBook account. All of these will help you earn teacher nominations 

which will be collected until the end of Summer 1. The more 

nominations you receive, the higher your chance of winning. It’s that 

simple! 

Portsmouth Book Awards 2021 

Each year pupils from schools across the city 
meet to show off their knowledge of books and 
their enthusiasm for reading, hoping to win the 
coveted trophy for their school. 

Quiz rounds include Book General Knowledge 
and Visual Clues. Teams prepare for some 
sections of the quiz in advance, such as The Life 
of an Author, and Books by Guest Authors. These 
guest authors take part in the quiz (and sign 
books for pupils). Winners are awarded book 
tokens. 

Portsmouth Lit Quiz is normally held every year 
but due to the pandemic it has been postponed 
until January 2022. Thank you to all the Year 
7’s who have been preparing for this, your work 
will not be wasted so keep reading! 

Portsmouth Lit Quiz 2021

This year the Portsmouth Book Awards is taking a slightly different 

approach, it’s going to be an online event where young people can 

vote virtually and discuss their favourite books of the year in one of 

three categories: the picture book (year 1), shorter novel (year 5) and 

longer novel (years 8 and 9). 

This is taking place on 24th May 2021.  
Portsmouth 

School 

Competition 

Book Recommendations from Ms Cohen 



          Charity Event  
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On Friday 19th March 2021, Ark 

Charter Academy held a charity day in 

aid of Comic Relief, better know as Red 

Nose Day. Charter students have 

raised the highest ever total from a 

charity event EVER, with just over 

£700 raised!  

A massive well done and thank you to 

all of you who donated, did a 

sponsored event or took part in the 

non-school uniform/superhero fancy 

dress day. You have made a difference 

and made a bit of history too! 

Comic Relief raised over 

£50million on Friday 

night, and you all 

contributed to that! 

But which School 

House donated the 

most??? 

@CharterAcademyARK 
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Red Nose Day – In Pictures 

Staff and Student Non-Uniform Day 

 Super Hero dress up or dress down 

day. 

@CharterAcademyARK 
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For every £100 raised by students and staff for Red Nose Day,  a teacher was cream pied in the 

face! 

As the total grew, more staff were caught! Keep an eye on our Facebook page for the next videos 

documenting the events of the Pie Challenge. 

£290.80 

£235.70 
£173.80 

We managed to raise an amazing 

total of £700.37, which is the largest 

amount ever raised at Charter. 

We chased them... 

But Obama House have come out on 

top, raising a huge £290.80!  

WELL DONE OBAMA HOUSE! 

@CharterAcademyARK 

We caught them... 

We pied them! 



          Charity Event 
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£700!!Mr White HOY7 

Mr Murray HOY9/10 

Mrs Rickman  HOY8 

Mr White  HOY11 

@CharterAcademyARK 



          World Book Day 
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World Book Day was very different than normal 

this year, but we didn’t let the pandemic stop us 

from having some fun and dressing up as our 

favourite characters!  

Staff and students both in the Community 

Classroom and working from home came up 

with some fantastic costumes this year. 

Every student was also sent a World Book Day 

token which can be exchanged for a £1 book or 

used to get money off a different book of your 

choice. We hope all of our students made use of 

these! 



          World Book Day 
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How many characters 

can you identify? 



           Wellbeing Support 
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Take a look at these mental health and well-being ideas to support children and young people who are 
finding things a bit tough. This could be issues at home, at school, family and friendship problems, 
relationship advice, physical or mental health as well as much more. 

At times, we all need someone to talk to, so if you need any support, advice or guidance in this challenging 
period contact; www.parentsguideto.co.uk  

@CharterAcademyARK 



          The Spanish Corner 
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I wish you the best during this hard time. I hope you can spend 

some quality time with your family and make this Spanish 

omelette together! 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or something you want me to include in 

the next Newsletter. 

Kind regards, 

Miss Ferrón Palomo                                                                                  

g.ferron@charteracademy.org.uk 

¡Hola amigos! 

Spanish Omelette Recipe 

1. Peel and cut the potatoes and onion. 

2. Warm olive oil in a pan. 

3. Cook potatoes and onion on slow cook until golden. 

4. Mix eggs in a separate bowl. 

5. Take the potatoes out of the pan and dry them off as much as 

possible. Mix them into the bowl with the egg. 

6. Put the mixture into a warm pan with a dash more olive oil. 

Don’t mix it, just wait until it settles. 

7. Put a plate on top of the pan and turn the pan over so the 

Omelette is on the plate. Slide the omelette back into the pan 

to cook the other side.  

8. Serve hot or cold. 

Ingredients 

2-3 potatoes 

1 onion (optional) 

Olive oil (enough to cover 

the bottom of the pan, 

about 1cm high. 

3-4 eggs  

Salt 

A non-stick pan 

A mixing bowl 

@CharterAcademyARK 
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Yasmina Lania 

Helen 

Reuben Tiago 

These are some of our favourite Art pieces from the Spring Term from Years 7 and 8. They have 

been studying Natural Forms and Typography. We hope you like them as much as we do! 

Ms Bryce and Miss Alexander. 



          KS3 Art 
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Freddie 

Soma 

Archie 

Mia 



           Careers Update 
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If you are aged between 15 and 19 and want some help finding out what jobs are available locally, which 

industries are growing, and where are the most promising career opportunities, then this online event is 

for you. Parents and carers are welcome too! 

On May 20th 2021, The Careers and Apprenticeship Show is going virtual, bringing you a 

full day and evening of activities including: 

• Information about apprenticeships and degree apprenticeships. 

• 60+ virtual employer booths, for live chat. 

• Inspiring speakers from the largest local employment sectors. 

• Interactive sessions with live Q&A on a range of topics. 

• A wide selection of live apprenticeship vacancies to choose from. 

• Information on training opportunities. 

• Fact sheets, information packs, and resources to download and keep. 

• Updates on the best career prospects in your local economy. 

• A focus on careers in Dorset, Hampshire, Surrey and the Isle of Wight and the M3 corridor. 

30 days access (except for live events interaction which is on the 20th only). 

Full event details will be emailed to registered attendees in March, and you are welcome to attend as an 

individual throughout the day and evening.  

22nd of April 6-7pm Portsmouth College Q&A virtual evening for 
Y11 students and parents  

Portsmouth College team will be speaking with Yr 11s and their parents/carers to answer any 
questions they may have about college life, how they will meet people, what if they don't like their 
subjects and what support is available to them. The meeting will be hosted on MS Teams, please email 
careersoffice@charteracademy.org.uk to register your interest. 

Upcoming Event: 

@CharterAcademyARK 
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          Attendance Reminder 

Please remember to top up your child’s lunch accounts regularly, as credit cannot be guaranteed. 

This is easily accessible via WisePay. 
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          WisePay 

Parents and carers are reminded not to book holidays during term time—this is against the law. 

We will refer parents who take pupils on holiday during term time to the Portsmouth Education 

Welfare Service and recommend penalty notices. 

 

Kurdish 
Dêûbav û lênêrîn têne bîra kirin ku betlaneyên di dema dema termê de nehêlin-ev li dijî qanûnê ye. Em ê 

dêûbavên ku xwendekar di betlaneyê de dibin betlaneyê bişînin Xizmeta Refahê ya Perwerdehiya 

Portsmouth û notên cezayê pêşniyar dikin. 

 

Arabic 
يتم تذكير اآلباء ومقدمي الرعاية بعدم حجز العطالت خالل فترة الفصل الدراسيهذا مخالف للقانون سنحيل اآلباء الذين 
يأخذون التالميذ في عطلة خالل فترة الفصل الدراسي إلى دائرة الرعاية التعليمية في بورتسموث ونوصي بإشعارات 

 جزائية.

 

Romanian 
Părinților și îngrijitorilor li se reamintește să nu rezerve vacanțe în timpul perioadei—acest lucru este 

împotriva legii. Vom trimite părinții care iau elevii în vacanță pe termen lung la Serviciul de Asistență 

Socială pentru Educație Din Porturi și vom recomanda notificări de penalizare. 

 

Persian 
به  این خالف قانون است. ما والدینی را که در طول ترم دانش آموزان را -به والدین و مراقبان یادآوری می شود که در طول مدت ترم رزرو نکنند 

 تعطیالت می برند ، به خدمات رفاهی آموزش پورتسموث ارجاع می دهیم و اعالمیه های جریمه را توصیه می کنیم.

 

Polish 
Rodzicom i opiekunom przypomina się, aby nie rezerwowali wakacji w okresie—jest to sprzeczne z 

prawem. Skierujemy rodziców, którzy w czasie semestru zabierają uczniów na wakacje, do Portsmouth 

Education Welfare Service i zalecimy kary. 

 

Bengali 
পিতা-মাতা এবং যত্নশীলদের মমযাদোত্তীর্ণ সমদয ছুটি বকু না মেওযার কথা মদন কপরদয মেওযা হয - এটি 

আইনপবদরাধী। আমরা িযাদরন্টসমাউথ এডুদকশন ওদযলদেযার সাপভণ দস মমযাদের সমযকাদল ছুটির পেদন পশক্ষাথীদের পনদয 

@CharterAcademyARK 




