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Academic Year 2020-21
(and what a year it’s been!)
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020/21 will be an academic year
that will never be forgotten! A
year of challenge, unknowns,
rapidly changing government
guidance…..and uncertainty for us all.
However it is also a year when our students
did us proud. They have achieved so much
over the last 12 months and the collective
strength of the community has been
remarkable. I will always be grateful for the
extraordinary support that you as parents
have provided during this time. Thank you.
Summer 2 has seen lockdown easing and
therefore much more opportunity for our
students. It has allowed us to reopen many

of our clubs, sailing has taken place weekly,
DofE and CCF are active once again, music
concerts (albeit, and sadly, no audiences)
have taken place in the Hornpipe Theatre
and of course……all pupils have taken
examinations! These tests have allowed us to
gauge where individuals are on their
academic journeys and ensure that as we
travel into September the necessary
interventions and catch up classes are
scheduled.
The summer now stretches tangibly ahead of
us. A time to relax and take stock of the year
past. For our year 10 pupils perhaps even
some exam preparation in advance of

Ark Charter Academy
entering their final year! 12th August will
see our GCSE exam results delivered and
we are looking forward to celebrating with
the pupils on the day. The grades awarded
are robust, fair and most importantly
absolutely accurate. The latter enables you
as parents to send your child onwards
through education knowing they are
prepared for the courses that they have
chosen.
It does remain to say please stay safe and
look after those around you. Although the
much lauded “Freedom Day” looms the
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scientific evidence and advice points
(increasingly sharply) to extreme care being
needed. Infection rates are soaring,
hospital admissions rising and all the time
we are learning more about the capability
of this virus.
Warm regards,

Fiona Chapman
Principal – Ark Charter Academy
@CharterAcademyARK

Six House challenges,
including creating
Christmas Card designs,
writing a poem to
commemorate MLK day
and Welly Wanging!
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We opened Christopher Building in
February 2021.

We said goodbye to our Year 11’s in May
after A LOT of CAG assessments!
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On Monday 19th July, Years 7-9 got to experience taster sessions in a variety of different areas on
our Activities Day. Year 7 had some Big Ideas about Global Warming; Year 8 worked with the
Combined Cadet Force to practice Field Gun and Archery, then in the afternoon learnt
orienteering at the Queen Elizabeth Country park on a Duke of Edinburgh taster. Year 9 had a
CSI day, investigating a crime scene to try and identify the correct suspect responsible for the
crime!
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There were also some other fun activities available for students to try on Activities Day, including
diamond painting, trash arts, pom-pom making, swimming the length of the English channel,
designing and editing their own music and Connect made their own afternoon tea (and ate it all
afterwards!).
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Last Summer, we were able to nominate staff members for a long service award with Teach
Portsmouth. We were given a cut-off date of mid-September 2020 to put names forward of staff
who had been with us for 20+ years by the cut-off date.
Due to Covid restrictions, those awards took place virtually last week with Rev Richard Coles
hosting – a recording of the event is available on the Teach Portsmouth website if you’d like to
have a look.
We are incredibly proud of our staff team as a whole, you all work extremely hard all year round
and we really appreciated the opportunity to recognise some of you for your dedication and commitment to supporting our students for 20+ years!!
The nominees who achieved the Long Service Award are:

Miss Watt
Mrs Cohen

Miss Seale
Mrs Jolly
Mrs Yarker
Mrs Spragg
Mr Goodwin

Well done to each and every one of you!
We know there are other staff members who have since achieved 20+ years’ service, so watch this space for the next Teach Portsmouth Awards!
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University Education helps state-school students
to feel empowered and excited about fulfilling
their potential at top universities. Over the next
academic year, Azlan, Shahriyar and Al Habib
will be taking part in a highly selective, academic
and pastoral mentoring programme, designed to
maximise their chances of getting into a Russell
Group university, such as Oxford University,
where the boys will be spending a week in August.
The boys are working towards 8s and 9s in their
GCSEs and this is a fantastic opportunity to
discover higher education at one of the most
prestigious establishments in the country.

Waitrose has donated a huge £333 to
Ark Charter Academy to support
families with financial difficulties.
Thank you so much for including us
in your current charitable campaign "helping to end child poverty".

The Year 11
Leaver’s
Hoodies have
arrived! We
can’t wait to
welcome all our
Year 11’s back
on Result’s Day
on Thursday
12th August
where these will
be available for
collection.
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Talented Charter Academy Students scoop first prizes in every category
Adchaja: Portsmouth Secondary School Reading Champion 2021
Nisha and Ebru: ‘Picture The Book’ art competition winners
Alexia: Book Trailer Competition Winner
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Library Corner

Congratulations to Adchaja in Y9 for
winning the Portsmouth Secondary
Schools Reading Challenge 2021!
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Congratulations to Alexia in Y9 for
winning the Authors Abroad Short
Story competition!
BE A READING MILLIONAIRE
Congratulations to all our READING
MILLIONAIRES this year, students who have taken
Accelerated Reader quizzes on the books they have
read and reached at least one million "words read".
Several of our students have reached three and four
million words read, but Gracie has reached the
highest word count of all, almost five million!
All word counts re-set at the end of term, but from
September all students in years seven, eight and nine
can start all over again to become Reading Millionaires, earning certificates, and book token prizes
throughout the year.

The link to ACCELERATED READER is on the
Library page of the school website. Students can
quiz from home during the week.
https://ukhosted20.renlearn.co.uk/1977260/

Ark Charter Academy
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Virtual Concert!

On Tuesday 13th of July 60 talented students participated in the recording of Charter’s first Virtual
Concert!
Due to COVID restrictions we were unable to have parents and carers come to watch our students, but we
hope that you will be able to enjoy the concert from the comfort of your own home, with the footage being
released on Tuesday 20th July on YouTube.
The concert included a wide variety of genres, with students performing pieces such as Maple Leaf Rag by
Scott Joplin to I Want You Back by the Jackson 5 and Pachebels Canon in D!
We hope you enjoy the show! Congratulations to all of the students involved:
Year 7: Fabiha , Dina , Sabiha , Samirah , Kyran, Kendra , Ciara , Holly , Crystal , Arya , Andreea , Katy ,
Hamid , Het , Gabriella , Alesha , Millie , Lilly
Year 8: Abbie , Filip , Ben , Marley , Miles , Laura , Josiah , Emilia , Ethan
Year 9: Millie , Alaina , Mia , Alexia , Noor , Yannis , Hannah
Year 10: Mollie R, Seren C, Leyla P, Tia B, Ollie D, Jimmy C, Sarah S, Ellie-May C, Krithika K, Christina
B, Olivia P, Soraya M, Keeley S, Millie P, Tyler M.

Ark Charter Academy

School Event

Newsletter Summer 2 2020/21
@CharterAcademyARK

Ark Charter Academy

Art Department

Newsletter Summer 2 2020/21
@CharterAcademyARK

Year 7
Year 7 have made a selection of Clay Masks. These were based on the `Noh mask` design
drawings they completed earlier in the Autumn Term.

Year 7 Portrait drawings using Symmetry.

Year 7

Artists of the
Year:
The following pupils

have been given an Art

Enzo , Teegan, Abbas, Mirela, LillyMai, Aston, Gabriella, Gracie, Lania
and Arya
Year 8

Wisdom, Dannia, Kai and Mahdi

Prize in the last week of
term.

Year 9
Harvey H, Ceren, Dulcie, Alfie,
Cosmina and Areen
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Year 8
Year 8 have been completing drawings based on their ‘Day of the Dead’ project.
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Year 10 Food and Nutrition
The students in Food and Nutrition have been working on making foods from around the world.
Below you will see our vegetarian spring rolls that we baked instead of frying to be extra healthy.
To make these they had to develop their knife skills to ‘julienne’ cut the carrots.
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Year 10 students have also made rather indulgent white chocolate and raspberry cheesecakes.
There is nothing to say about this product except it was delicious and left us wanting more. We
also looked at finishing techniques and as you can see there was a range of finishes that
included crushed biscuit, melted white chocolate, and dried raspberries.
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Congratulations to the year 7 Girls Rounders Team who played Portsmouth High School on 16th
June at Southsea Common. It was their first competitive match. We lost by 5 rounders but the
girls were fantastic. Well done! We look forward to many more sporting fixtures from September.

Summer

Andante

Lexi

Katie- Jane

Izzy

Buhle

Honey

Demi

Sabiha

Ciara

Julia

Lilly

Ark Charter Academy

Newsletter Summer 2 2020/21

PE Department

@CharterAcademyARK

Sports day with a difference
Students in the week beginning 12th July completed inter house competitions in a number of activities in replacement of the cancelled sports day event. Student participation was fantastic, and
it was a very enjoyable way to sign off a challenging year with some fantastic individual and group
performances across activities such as swimming, basketball, football, tchoukball, ultimate frisbee
and sports quizzes.
We are pleased to announce the final positions of the competition for the different year groups, as
well as the overall ‘sports days with a difference’ totals for the whole school.
A huge congratulations and thank you to all that took part, supported performers, and assisted
the teachers.
2021 Sports day with a difference results
Stand out performances from:

Year 7

Position

King

1st

Hawking

2nd

Obama

3rd

Year 8

Position

Hawking

1st

Marley M

Roqia F

King

2nd

Wana K

Mahdi M-Z

Obama

3rd

Hamid I

Year 9

Position

Obama

1st

Ceren F

Maaria C

King

2nd

Ebru H

Neerav D

Hawking

3rd

Amir B

Isaac T

Year 10

Position

King

1st

Thomas E

Obama

2nd

Naji S

Hawking

3rd

Elouise M

Heath R
Lilly-Mai W
Mason S

Andante S-M
Stand out performances from:

Stand out performance from:

Stand out performances from:

Whole School

Position

King

1st

Hawking

2nd

Obama

3rd
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Year 10 Geography students went on an exciting fieldtrip to Hengistbury Head on Wednesday 7th July.
They had a great time on the beach collecting data and saw some amazing views of the lovely
Christchurch/Mudeford coastline. It was great to get out and see some of the beautiful coastal landforms
that students have been learning about in the classroom.
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Last weekend, 11 intrepid year 9 students took part in the practise expedition element of their Bronze
DofE award. We all had a lovely weekend hiking up and down hills in the sunshine (and torrential rain)
and as you can see from all the smiling faces, much ‘fun’ was had putting the tents up in the rain! On the
Saturday, the students learnt to navigate using just a map and compass and hiked almost 10 miles from
Havant Thicket to Queen Elizabeth Country Park. On the Sunday, we handed over the navigation and let
the students guide us from Queen Elizabeth Country Park to the pick up point at Harting Downs. I have to
say that I have now seen paths in the country park that I never knew existed and Mr Francis and Miss Torr
had an unplanned guided tour of Buriton before their group made it back onto the correct footpath! The
students all showed an admirable amount of resilience and determination throughout the weekend and we
wish them luck on their upcoming qualifier expeditions.
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As this academic year draws to a close, it is a good time to make plans for next year, when our
students return in their new year groups, ready to take on the challenges and the fun of growing
up.
Pending covid restrictions, we are looking to run the already traditional Mock Interviews and
Work Experience for Year 10s, Business Speed Networking for Year 9s and, hopefully, some offsite visits to local colleges, universities and career information events. There will be PSHE
lessons focussing on employability and financial skills (Y10 and Y11), choosing GCSEs and
making progression plans (Y9), getting to know our skills and aptitudes (Y8) and much more.
We will be holding regular assemblies with inspirational speakers, employers and training
providers, as well as 1-to-1 guidance interviews with Year 9 and Y11 students, ad-hoc events and
visits. And, of course, Careers Office is always open for drop-ins and emails on
careersoffice@charteracademy.org.uk. Our full careers programme 2021-22 will be published
on the school website in the first week of September. In the meantime, check out the page for
links and e-magazines, particularly, the latest issue of “The Parents’ Guide to…” – a
compendium of useful information for parents and carers of 15-18 year olds.
Students! Summer is the time to relax and have fun outside, but when it is raining why not
spend your screen time wisely and check out the following websites:
Colleges: Portsmouth College, Havant and Southdowns College, Fareham College, Highbury
College
Apprenticeships: Amazing Apprenticeships vacancies, Find an Apprenticeship
Which jobs would suit me? Personality quiz: Buzz Quiz
NHS careers – take a test to find out which one of the 350 roles is for you

Have a lovely, restful Summer and see you back in September.
Mrs Riches
Careers Lead

Ark Charter Academy
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We are a Careerpilot school:
Careerpilot is a free website helping 11—19 year olds in the South of England plan their future
study and work and has a lot of useful information for young people and parents.

STUDENTS
If you are 11—19 and living in the South of
England, Careerpilot has all of the
information you need to help you plan
your future study and work.
Find out about and look at:
•

Your choices at 14, 16 and 18

•

Different job sectors and what they are
looking for

•

Information on routes to different
qualifications including apprenticeships and university level study

•

Your skills and how to use them

•

Online careers sessions and stories

Get ALL of the information you
need to help you plan your future
study and work in one place!
www.careerpilot.org.uk

PARENTS
Get the information you need to help
your child make the right choices at 14,
16 and 18 through the Careerpilot
website - aimed at young people, and
the Parent Zone – aimed at parents and
carers.

The Careerpilot Parent Zone can help you as a
parent/carer get answers to the career
questions you want to ask, about:
•

Choices at 14, 16 and 18;

•

Further Education College;

•

Apprenticeships and Traineeships;

•

Higher Education (including HE provided
at local colleges);

•

Job sectors and growth;

•

How to fund study and further support for
you.

Access the Parent Zone from the Careerpilot home page or through
the direct web address https://www.careerpilot.org.uk/parent-zone

Ark Charter Academy
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After England’s devastating defeat in the Euro 2020 final on Sunday 11th July, Harvey in
Year 8 has written an inspiring letter to Gareth Southgate and all the England Football
Team, showing support in the face of adversity!

Ark Charter Academy
Portsmouth
PO5 4HL
Tuesday 13th July 2021
Dear Gareth Southgate and all the England team,
We are very proud of everything the England squad have accomplished in the Euro 2020 tournament and
getting to the finals. You have showed incredible courage and determination through every match and
even when we were losing you showed that you were desperate to win every match. We were very
unfortunate to lose in the finals as we deserved to win the tournament, but even though it didn’t happen
you brought the country back together again and showed us and everyone else how amazing this country
is.

Certain moments that happened in the competition nobody can ever forget, such as the first England goal
in the tournament and the stunning 2-0 win over Germany. The biggest England win of the competition
was also an incredible game as we scored 4 goals. You also showed determination when we came back
from being 1 goal down in the Semi-Finals. Sometimes it was not even the goal itself that was special, it
was the play before the goal such as the goals against Germany and the goal in the first 2 minutes of the
Final or even the astonishing saves made by the goalkeeper.
We hope everyone in the squad has an amazing rest now as they fully deserve it and once again, we are
thankful for all the excitement and joy you gave us this summer, it is a summer that will be remembered
forever in every England fan’s heart and we wish you good luck for the World Cup and we can’t wait to
watch you play again.
Yours sincerely,
Harvey
Year 8

Harvey’s letter has been displayed to the whole school in the
main school playground, with artistic help from Ralphie in Y8!
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21st July 2021: last day of term
Summer 2

12th August 2021—GCSE Results day
Summer School
•

26th July—6th August

Ark Charter Academy
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Parents and carers are reminded not to book holidays during term time—this is against the law.
We will refer parents who take pupils on holiday during term time to the Portsmouth Education
Welfare Service and recommend penalty notices.

Kurdish
Dêûbav û lênêrîn têne bîra kirin ku betlaneyên di dema dema termê de nehêlin-ev li dijî qanûnê ye. Em ê
dêûbavên ku xwendekar di betlaneyê de dibin betlaneyê bişînin Xizmeta Refahê ya Perwerdehiya
Portsmouth û notên cezayê pêşniyar dikin.

Arabic
يتم تذكير اآلباء ومقدمي الرعاية بعدم حجز العطالت خالل فترة الفصل الدراسيهذا مخالف للقانون سنحيل اآلباء الذين
يأخذون التالميذ في عطلة خالل فترة الفصل الدراسي إلى دائرة الرعاية التعليمية في بورتسموث ونوصي بإشعارات
.جزائية

Romanian
Părinților și îngrijitorilor li se reamintește să nu rezerve vacanțe în timpul perioadei—acest lucru este
împotriva legii. Vom trimite părinții care iau elevii în vacanță pe termen lung la Serviciul de Asistență
Socială pentru Educație Din Porturi și vom recomanda notificări de penalizare.

Persian
 ما والدینی را که در طول ترم دانش آموزان را به. این خالف قانون است- به والدین و مراقبان یادآوری می شود که در طول مدت ترم رزرو نکنند
. به خدمات رفاهی آموزش پورتسموث ارجاع می دهیم و اعالمیه های جریمه را توصیه می کنیم، تعطیالت می برند

Polish
Rodzicom i opiekunom przypomina się, aby nie rezerwowali wakacji w okresie—jest to sprzeczne z
prawem. Skierujemy rodziców, którzy w czasie semestru zabierają uczniów na wakacje, do Portsmouth
Education Welfare Service i zalecimy kary.

Bengali
পিতা-মাতা এবং যত্নশীলদের মমযাদোত্তীর্ণ সমদয ছু টি বুক না মেওযার কথা মদন কপরদয মেওযা হয - এটি
আইনপবদরাধী। আমরা িযাদরন্টসমাউথ এডু দকশন ওদযলদেযার সাপভণ দস মমযাদের সমযকাদল ছু টির পেদন পশক্ষাথীদের পনদয

WisePay
Please remember to top up your child’s lunch accounts regularly, as credit cannot be guaranteed.
This is easily accessible via WisePay.

