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Principal’s Welcome 
Welcome to Ark Charter! 

  

I am delighted that you have chosen to attend Charter Academy. We are a large and vibrant 

school situated in the heart of Portsmouth and boast some excellent facilities including our 

much celebrated indoor swimming pool. Our new Christopher building opened this year and 

houses some exceptional learning places including a dance studio, a fully equipped dark 

room, a glorious food technology setting, art rooms and ICT suites. All these facilities are 

shared amongst the school community enabling everyone to benefit. If you haven’t had time 

yet to view the virtual tour we have posted on our website please do so. It will help to 

orientate you on arrival! 

  

The move to secondary school can seem daunting but it is also very exciting. A whole new 

world of opportunity opens up for you - meeting new friends, learning a range of exciting 

subjects, encountering new sports and clubs and increasing your levels of independence. It is 

the latter that will see you flourish as individuals. Secondary school provides a wealth of 

opportunity and it is all there for the taking. You just have to get involved. 

  

We understand that the last 18 months have been unusual! So much educational time and 

so many educational experiences have been lost due to the pandemic. It has been a time of so 

much uncertainty for everyone. Here at Charter we will help you to catch up with lost 

learning and experiences. We are a school that has remained open throughout the pandemic 

working closely with our community so if Covid does continue to be an issue rest assured we 

will be here to support you through. 

  

It is such an exciting time to be joining Charter. We look forward to welcoming you. 

Fiona Chapman 

Principal  

Ark Charter Academy 
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Currently, this is what our school day for Year 7 looks like. 

This may change slightly before you join us. If it does, we will 

let you know!   
Current Day: 

 

8:45am—Period 1 

9:35am—Period 2 

 

10:25am—Break 

 

10:40am—Period 3 

11:30am—Period 4 

 

12:20pm—Afternoon 

Tutor  

12:55pm—Year 7 

Lunch  

 

1:30pm—Period 5 

2:20pm—Period 6 

 

3:10pm—End of day 

You could have a double or a single lesson 

of each subject, meaning you might have 

Maths for just Period 1, or Period 1 and 2.  

Individual lessons are 50 minutes long, 

making the double lessons 100 minutes. 

You will have 5 lessons a week of English 

and Maths and 4 lessons of Science. You 

will also have a reading lesson every week.  

Break is 15 minutes long, Lunch is 35 

minutes. 

Morning Tutor is 25 minutes and Afternoon 

Tutor is for 30 minutes, whilst the older 

year groups have their lunch. 

School day at Ark 

Charter... 
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All students will be confident and resilient young people, assured in their strength 

of courage, value of justice and necessity of respect.  

We inspire and support our students so they can become the very best they can in 

every single way. With love and care, we develop motivation both inside and 

outside the classroom, encouraging an appetite of learning in a safe and 

stimulating Christian environment.  We want our students to become the 

leaders and game-changers of the future.  

We are committed to ensuring the Ark Charter community live by these 

values and encourage them to demonstrate these values through: 

Our Vision and 

Values 
As a Church of England school, we have adopted three Christian values: 

“With God all things are possible” Matthew 19:26 

Justice, Courage and Respect  

Honesty 

Kindness 

Independence 

Team Work 

Determination 

Responsibility 
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Senior Leadership 
Team 

Mrs F Chapman 

Mrs E Morey 

Vice Principal 

Curriculum 

Mrs P Dawson 

Vice Principal Pastoral / 

SENCO 

Miss J Bailey Miss G Duffy Mr Z Morgan 

Assistant Vice Principals 

Mr J Hayter 

Principal 

Miss V Hart 

Associate Assistant Principal 

Mr A Thorpe 

Vice Principal Teaching 

and Learning 
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Year 7 Tutor Team 

Mr J White 

Head of Year 7 

Miss Appleton Miss Powell Miss Alves-Goncalves 

Mrs Carter Miss Price Miss Loveridge 

Mr V Kaddy 

Year 7 Support 

Tutor     Tutor              Tutor 

Tutor     Tutor               Tutor 
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School Subjects 
During your time in Year 7, you will study 

the following subjects, can you guess them 

all? 
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Show My Homework 
Show My Homework is our new, online software that 

helps you, your teachers and your parents/carers to 

all work together and support your     learning. 

Teachers can set you homework at the correct level 

such as research assignments, quizzes and spelling 

tests. This can then be given in through the app so no 

more forgetting your homework! 

The app will also send you notifications when new 

homework tasks are set or when one is due for 

submission, making the homework process far   

simpler for you and your teachers.  

Your parents can also check the app to help 

you understand your homework and keep 

on top of your deadlines.  
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We are very lucky to have full access to the Charter 

Academy Community Sports Centre, which includes a 

Swimming Pool, Gym, two Sports Hall’s and the outdoor 

Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). We also have a 20 metre 

running track on the main school playground! 

You will have 2 PE lessons a week during Year 7. These 

will include a variety of sports and activities such as 

Football, Basketball, Badminton, Swimming, Tennis, 

Athletics and Rugby.  

We are also able to run a number of sports based 

After-School Clubs including swimming, girls 

and boys football (split for KS3 and KS4), 

basketball, netball and fitness in the 

gym. 
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At Ark Charter, we have a fantastic 

Catering team who dish up amazing food every 

day, including ‘Grab and Go’ hot options, baguettes 

and a home cooked meal once a week for each year group. 

They offer Vegetarian and Halal options every day so all of 

our students can enjoy something for lunch.  

 

We are also lucky enough to have a completely free breakfast 

club every morning with a selection of cereals, toast and hot 

drinks, as well as free fruit and milk every break time.  

During the Christmas season, all students get to enjoy a 

free Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings in a 

fully decked out Canteen too! 
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 Uniform 
The Charter blazer must be worn with a plain white shirt with collar 

(short or long sleeves) and a Charter tie. 

Plain black          
formal trousers...     

No jeans, jean 

style, skinny or 

legging type 

trousers.  

 ...or the     

Charter skirt.  

This must not be 

rolled up. 

Plain black school shoes or trainers.  

School shoes should have a flat, black, rubber sole. Black laces. No boots of any 

kind. Only a low heel. Trainers are acceptable but these must be completely 

black. 

Charter Backpack or Sidebag  

All students must have a 

Charter Backpack or Sidebag 

with them at all times. There are 

no exceptions to this. Students 

cannot bring their own black 

bags. 
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Equipment List 

 

Have you remembered all 

of this equipment ready 

for your first day of 

school? 
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In Year 7, we will start your secondary education with the Charles 

Dicken’s novel Oliver Twist, followed by an introduction in to 

William Shakespeare’s work, beginning with A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream. We will finish Year 7 by exploring poetry. 

Alongside all of this we will improve our writing by building more 

complex types of sentences and longer forms of writing in 

different genres. In writing, we will focus on the structure and 

key elements of narratives and stories to extend our control and 

creativity.  

 

You will start Year 7 by exploring positive and negative 

numbers, factors and multiples and the order of operations, 

followed by an introduction to algebra. You will build on this 

algebraic understanding throughout the next half term where you 

will explore formal notation and solving equations and 

inequalities. This will be followed by 2D Geometry, in particular: 

shapes, angles, area, co-ordinates, constructions and 

transformations. Finally, in the Summer you will begin to look at 

fractions, percentages and ratio and deepen your 

understanding of proportional reasoning.  

Core Subject   

Year 7 begin their journey as scientists considering the following 

topics: 

Exploring cells, particles, forces and reproduction during the 

Autumn term.  
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This will be followed in Spring by atoms, elements and 

compounds, gravity, interdependence, and energy 

transfers.  

Finally, during Summer term we will learn the chemistry of 

mixtures and electric circuits. 

Throughout, we develop the students' understanding of and 

appreciation for the world around them and support them in 

building the necessary skills to explore new contexts as scientists, 

underpinned by the logical processes of the scientific method. 

Content for Year 7 

In year 7 students will 

begin with an overview 

of the six main world 

religions, and then 

spend a half term 

looking at religion in the 

media. After this, they 

will study Judaism, 

Christianity, Islam 

and Hinduism in 

detail.   

In year 7, students will focus on the 

key question: 'What are the key 

physical and human processes on 

our planet?'. We will do this by 

exploring the following topics; where 

am I? our planet, resources and trade, 

brilliant biomes, fantastic places 

in the UK and UK coasts.   

In year 7 we look how the power of the 

monarch changes and key history 

skills. You start with the Battle of 

Hastings, life in Medieval England 

and King John, the Crusades and 

Tudor England.  
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Ark Charter Academy takes it’s name from King 

Richard I, better known as Richard the Lionheart who 

reigned from 1189-1199. He was a brave soldier and a 

great crusader. On May 2nd 1194, King Richard I of 

England gave Portsmouth its first Royal Charter. 

This granted rights and privileges to towns, boroughs 

and cities. 

Our school logo, the Charter lion, is inspired by 

Richard I’s coat of arms. 

Looking at the map of our school, you will see that our 

buildings have the names: Lovett, Fleming, 

Stevenson and Christopher.  

These are the names of previous Bishop’s of 

Portsmouth. Bishop Christopher, the previous Bishop 

of Portsmouth opened our new Christopher 

Building earlier this year! 

History of Charter 

Academy 
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Using the information in this booklet, can 

you answer all  of the questions to find the 

hidden word? 

Charter 

Crossword 

1. _______ my Homework 

2. Your new Principal’s surname 

3. A noisy subject you will study. 

4. Item of equipment for measuring length 

5. The name of our Theatre 

6. Where we eat our lunch. 

7. A racket sport you will learn in PE 

   1.        

 2.          

3.           

4.           

5.           

   6.        

  7.         

       Your 

answer: 
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Spot the Difference 
Can you spot the 5 differences between  

these two photos? 
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The Great Escape! 
Can you help the Charter Lion get 

through the maze? 
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The Charter Lion has been hidden 10 

times in the photo below, can you find 

them all? 

Pride and seek!? 

Hint: He’s even changed his colour to blend in! 
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Ark Charter Academy’s Creative Therapist Daisy 

works to support students with emotional and mental 

health challenges. She has opened a self-referral 

system, so students can arrange to meet with her in 

the therapy room, and to explore what kind of support 

might help them best.  

Everyone struggles at times to make sense of their 

thoughts and feelings, and sometimes we feel               

overwhelmed or confused by changes such as starting 

a new school.  

You can find more information about Daisy and the        

interventions she offers in her flyer.  

Mental Health    

and                 

Well-Being 

If you are feeling scared or anxious we have placed a secure,            

self-referral box in the library for students who feel they are in need 

of some support to manage their feelings.  

 

Just write your name, year and reason for wanting 

some support and place it in the box. 
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Everyone at Ark Charter cares about your wellbeing and safety.             

If you are worried about yourself or somebody else, you can talk to 

any member of staff or a member of the Safeguarding Team: 

There are also lots of agencies out there that offer young people support with lots 

of different problems. Take a look at these  organisations and how to contact 

them if you need some help or advice: 
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 The SEND    Department   

Intervention Hub 

The Intervention Hub is a small group, quiet classroom 

students go to for support for various reasons including 

literacy, numeracy, handwriting, touch typing and social 

skills.  
Nurture  

Nurture is a small class for students who need some extra 

support with their learning. There are Nurture classes in 

Years 7-10 and they can learn English, Maths, 

Science, History, Geography and RE with this 

class. 

At Ark Charter Academy we have a dedicated team to      

support any students with additional needs, including     

physical disabilities and learning difficulties.  

Many people have additional needs which can affect their: 

• Learning 

• Behaviour 

• Social skills 

• Ability to understand things 

• Concentration levels 

• Physical ability 

We run a number of SEND Interventions to support 

our students, including: 
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Lego Therapy  

Lego Therapy helps students learn skills to work together, 

following instructions, taking turns, improving friendships 

and working independently.  

Emotional Literacy - (ELSA) 

ELSA is used to support students with their emotional 

wellbeing, social skills, self-esteem, bereavement, friendship 

issues and anger management. 

The SEND    Department    
Behaviour Mentoring 

A behaviour mentor helps to build trust with students who 

may need emotional support and help with behaviour      

management. This provides a safe space for students to talk 

about any aspects of home or school that they are                          

struggling with. 

Creative Therapy  

Therapy can help us to understand ourselves better, and to 

learn to manage our emotions during difficult times. 

Including creativity with art materials in sessions means you 

can communicate thoughts and feelings that are hard to 

put into words in different ways. 
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SEND  

Miss Moger 

 

Nurture Teacher 

Daisy  

 

Creative Mental 

Health and Well-

being Support 

Mr MacPherson 

 

Behaviour  

Mentor 

Mrs Spragg 

 

ELSA and 

LSA 

Mr Kaddy 

 

Nurture Teacher 

Miss Blades 

 

LSA and Pastoral 

Support 

Miss Leggett 

 

LSA and Pastoral 

Support 

Mr Banks 

 

ELSA and 

LSA 
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Miss Williams 

 

Senior LSA 

Mrs Barrett 

 

LSA 

Mr Page 

 

LSA and 

Pastoral Support 

Team 

Mrs Yarker 

 

Intervention           

Teacher /  

HLTA 

Miss Watt 

 

Maths HLTA 

Mrs Richards 

 

LSA and Pastoral     

Support 

Mrs Dunn 

 

Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities 

Co-Ordinator 

Miss Beck 

 

LSA and Pastoral     

Support 
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Literacy Support 
Many people struggle with literacy, with around      

1 in 10 people having some kind of reading 

difficulty. To help students who struggle with 

reading, we have lots of interventions at Charter, 

Catch-Up Reading 

This is a Year 7 specific intervention that gives students 1:1 

reading time with an adult to help improve their reading age.  

Dyslexia Support 

If you struggle with Dyslexia you may be offered some           

additional support. This small group intervention will run as 

long as you need it to help secure vital literacy skills. 

If you think any of these will be helpful to you, please speak 

to Mrs Dunn in L1-06. 

Word

Lexia 

Lexia is an online program that helps you to learn all areas of 

reading and writing in English. This is particularly useful for 

students learning English as a second language. 

Smart Talk 

You may have some Smart Talk lessons on your timetable 

when you start in Year 7 which will involve re-learning some 

skills for reading and writing. Once you have mastered these 

skills you will graduate from Smart Talk! 
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ABSENCE 

BEAUTIFUL 

BELIEVE 

DEFINITELY 

DIFFERENCE 

EFFECT 

FRIEND 

IMMEDIATE 

NEIGHBOUR 

RECEIPT 

RECEIVE 

RHYTHM 

SEPARATE 

SIMILAR 

TOMORROW 

Word  Can you find these tricky 

words and then learn 

their correct spelling? Search 
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Year 6 

Transition 

We will be holding some online Meet and 

Greet sessions with our Tutor team in 

July. This is a great opportunity to 

get to know your tutor before you 

start school in September. Keep 

an eye out for a letter and 

email with more 

information coming 

soon! 

We are hoping to run two Transition Days for Year 6, on the 

5th and 6th July. We are awaiting the Government 

announcement on the 21st June to confirm whether this will 

be possible and any Covid-19 restrictions we must take into 

account.  

 

This will be confirmed with you and our local feeder Primary 

Schools after the 21st June.  

Tutor Meet and Greet 
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We can’t 

wait to  

meet you in  

September! 


