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Principal’s Welcome 
Welcome to Ark Charter! 

  

I am delighted that you have chosen to attend Charter Academy. We are a large and 

vibrant school situated in the heart of Portsmouth and boast some excellent facilities 

including our much celebrated indoor swimming pool. Our new Christopher building 

opened last year and houses some exceptional learning places including a dance studio, a 

fully equipped dark room, a glorious food technology setting, art rooms and ICT suites. 

All these facilities are shared amongst the school community enabling everyone to 

benefit. If you haven’t had time yet to view the virtual tour we have posted on our website 

please do so. It will help to orientate you on arrival! 

  

The move to secondary school can seem daunting but it is also very exciting. A whole new 

world of opportunity opens up for you - meeting new friends, learning a range of exciting 

subjects, encountering new sports and clubs and increasing your levels of independence. 

It is the latter that will see you flourish as individuals. Secondary school provides a wealth 

of opportunity and it is all there for the taking. You just have to get involved. 

  

You will be arriving at a time when we are making further significant financial investment 

in the school with the addition of a new state of the art MUGA. This will be installed 

during the month of October and will mean plenty of opportunity for you to hone your 

sporting skills before perhaps going out and playing competitive sport against other local 

schools.   

It is such an exciting time to be joining Charter. We look 

forward to welcoming you. 

Fiona Chapman 

Principal  

Ark Charter Academy 
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Senior Leadership 
Team 

Mrs F Chapman 

Mrs E Morey Mrs P Dawson 

Miss G Duffy Mr Z Morgan 

Assistant Vice Principals 

Mr J Hayter 

Principal 

Associate Assistant Principal 

Miss V Hart 

Mr L Murray 

Mr R Williams 

Vice Principals 
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History of         
Charter 

Ark Charter Academy opened in 2009. It takes it’s name from King 

Richard I, better known as Richard the Lionheart who reigned from 1189

-1199. He was a brave soldier and a great crusader. On May 2nd 1194, 

King Richard I of England gave Portsmouth its first Royal Charter. 

This granted rights and privileges to towns, boroughs and cities. Our 

school logo, the Charter lion, is inspired by Richard I’s coat of arms. 

Our Church of England Heritage 

We are a Church of England school, meaning we have a close 

relationship with St. Luke’s Church and the Diocese of Portsmouth. All 

of our school buildings are named after previous Bishop’s of 

Portsmouth: Lovett, Fleming, Stevenson and Christopher. The 

previous Bishop of Portsmouth, Bishop Christopher, opened our new 

building named in his honour last year! We were also invited to host the 

Bishop Jonathan, when he was announced as the new Bishop of 

Portsmouth in October last year.  

Ark Charter Academy recognises 

that faith and spiritual 

development is an important 

part of life as our students 

grow into responsible 

members of society, 

and this development 

goes far beyond the 

classroom. 
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All students will be confident and resilient 

young people, assured in their strength of courage, value of justice and 

necessity of respect.  

We inspire and support our students so they can become the very best 

they can in every single way. With love and care, we develop motivation 

both inside and outside the classroom, encouraging an appetite of 

learning in a safe and stimulating Christian environment. We want our 

students to become the leaders and game-changers of the future.  

As a Church of England school, we have 

adopted three Christian values: 

Justice, Courage and Respect  

Honesty Kindness 

Independence Team Work 

Determination Responsibility 

We are committed to ensuring the Ark Charter community live by these 

values and encourage them to demonstrate these values through: 

“With God all things are possible” 

Matthew 19:26 

Our Vision and 
Values 
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The purple box shows you the plan of 

the day when you join us in Year 7. We 

will let you know the final details of the 

day before your first day. 

 
Current Day: 

 

Tutor 

Collective Worship 

 

Period 1 

Period 2 

 

Break 

 

Period 3 

Period 4 

 

Lunch  

 

Period 5 

Period 6 

 

After-school clubs   

Interventions           

Detentions 

You could have a double or a single lesson of 

each subject, meaning you might have Maths 

for just Period 1, or Period 1 and 2.  

Individual lessons are 50 minutes long, 

making the double lessons 100 minutes. 

You will have 5 lessons of English a week, and 

4 lessons of Maths and Science. You will also 

have a reading lesson every week.  

School day at 
Ark Charter... 
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School Subjects 
During your time in Year 7, you will study the 

following subjects, can you guess them all? 
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Online Learning 
All students at Ark Charter Academy have access to a range of digital platforms 

which aim to supplement their in school learning. These include, Hegarty (maths), 

Tassomai (science), Lexia (English) and Seneca (used by multiple subjects). All 

homework at Ark Charter is set through Microsoft Teams.  

My Child At School App 

We also have an app that allows parents to check their students daily attendance, 

detention record and what homework has been set. MCAS also provides alerts when 

homework has been issued by a class teacher. 

Ark Charter is part of Ark’s 

‘Pathfinder programme’, 

meaning all students are 

issued with a Chromebook 

device when they join us!  

This can be used to complete 

and access their homework. 

Did you know? 
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In Year 7, we will start your secondary education with the Charles Dicken’s 

novel Oliver Twist, followed by an introduction in to William Shakespeare’s 

work, beginning with A Midsummer Night’s Dream. We will finish Year 7 by 

exploring poetry. Alongside all of this we will improve our writing by building 

more complex types of sentences and longer forms of writing in different 

genres. In writing, we will focus on the structure and key elements of 

narratives and stories to extend our control and creativity.  

English 

Maths

Science 

You will start Year 7 by exploring positive and negative numbers, factors 

and multiples and the order of operations, followed by an introduction to 

algebra. You will build on this algebraic understanding throughout the next 

half term where you will explore formal notation and solving equations 

and inequalities. This will be followed by 2D Geometry, in particular: 

shapes, angles, area, co-ordinates, constructions and transformations. Finally, 

in the Summer you will begin to look at fractions, percentages and ratio 

and deepen your understanding of proportional reasoning.  

Year 7 begin their journey as scientists considering the following topics: 

Exploring cells, particles, forces and reproduction during the Autumn 

term. This will be followed in Spring by atoms, elements and compounds, 

gravity, interdependence, and energy transfers. Finally, during Summer 

term we will learn the chemistry of mixtures and electric circuits. 

Throughout, we develop the students' understanding of and 

appreciation for the world around them and support them in building the 

necessary skills to explore new contexts as scientists, underpinned by the 

logical processes of the scientific method. 

Core Subject   
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Content for Year 7 

RE 
In year 7 students will begin with an 

overview of the six main world religions, 

and then spend a half term looking at 

religion in the media. After this, they will 

study Judaism, Christianity, Islam and 

Hinduism in detail.   

History 

Geography 
In year 7, students will focus on the key 

question: 'What are the key physical and 

human processes on our planet?'. We 

will do this by exploring the following topics; 

where am I? our planet, resources and trade, 

crazy cities, weather and UK coasts.   

In year 7 we look how the power of the 

monarch changes and key history skills. You 

start with the Battle of Hastings, life in 

Medieval England and King John, the 

Crusades and Tudor England.  
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PE Department 
We are very lucky to have full access to the Charter 

Academy Community Sports Centre, which includes a 20 

metre Swimming Pool, Gym, two Sports Hall’s and the 

outdoor Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). We also have a 

20 metre running track on the main school playground! 

You will have 2 PE lessons a week during Year 7. These 

will include a variety of sports and activities such as 

Football, Basketball, Badminton, Swimming, Tennis, 

Athletics and Rugby.   

We are also able to run a number of sports based After-

School Clubs including swimming, girls and boys football 

(split for KS3 and KS4), basketball, netball, taekwondo 

and fitness in the gym. Some of our clubs will also compete 

in tournaments between other local 

schools. This year our basketball and 

football teams have travelled to 

other  schools and local facilities 

to compete! 
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School Uniform 
The Charter blazer must be worn with a plain white shirt with collar 

(short or long sleeves) and a Charter tie. 

Plain black          
formal trousers...     

No jeans, jean 

style, skinny or 

legging type 

trousers.  

 ...or the     

Charter skirt.  

This must not be 

rolled up. 

Plain black school shoes or trainers.  

School shoes should have a flat, black, rubber sole. Black laces. No boots of any 

kind. Only a low heel. Trainers are acceptable but these must be completely 

black. 

Charter Backpack or Sidebag  

All students must have a 

Charter Backpack or Sidebag 

with them at all times. There are 

no exceptions to this. Students 

cannot bring their own black 

bags. 
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Equipment List 

Have you remembered all 

of this equipment ready 

for your first day of 

school? 
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School 
Canteen 

At Ark Charter, we have a fantastic Catering team who dish up 

amazing food every day, including ‘Grab and Go’ hot options, 

baguettes and a home cooked meal once a week for each year 

group. They offer Vegetarian and Halal options every day so all of 

our students can enjoy something for lunch.  

 

We are also lucky enough to have a completely free breakfast 

club every morning with a selection of toast, fruit or cereal bars. 

Students are also offered free fruit during break time. 

 

During the Christmas season, all students get to enjoy a free 

Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings in a fully decked out 

Canteen. We also celebrate Eid with a special menu. 
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Using the information in this booklet, can 

you answer all  of the questions to find the 

hidden word? 

Charter 
Crossword 

1. A type of school bag 

2. Your new Principal’s surname 

3. A noisy subject you will study. 

4. Item of equipment for measuring length 

5. Online learning website you will use 

6. Where we eat our lunch. 

7. A racket sport you will learn in PE 

   1.        

 2.          

3.           

4.           

 5.          

   6.        

  7.         

       Your 

answer: 
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Spot the Difference 
Can you spot the 5 differences between  

these two photos? 
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School Map 
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Christine is our Creative Therapist. She supports students 

facing emotional and mental health challenges in their 

lives.   

If something worries you at home or in your life at Charter, you can 

have a word with Christine to explore what can be done to support you. 

If she can’t help, Christine will point you in the direction of someone 

who can.    

So how do you get in touch with Christine?   

You will find a self-referral slip in Reception. Just write your name, year 

and reason for wanting some support. These can be left in any of the 

Concern Boxes placed around school and she will be in touch.  

Mental Health and                 
Well-Being 

Creative Therapy 
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Everyone at Ark Charter cares about your 

wellbeing and safety. If you are worried 

about yourself or somebody else, you can 

talk to any member of staff or a member of 

the Safeguarding Team: 

There are also lots of agencies out there that offer young 

people support with lots of different problems. Take a 

look at these  organisations and how to contact them if 

you need some help or advice: 

Safeguarding 

We also have a number of Concern Boxes around school site that students can write down a prob-

lem they are having and post to our safeguarding team. This can be anonymous if the student pre-

fers.  

Find out about some 
common feelings, how to 

cope and where to get help. 

If you are worried about 
online abuse or the way 

someone has  been 
communicating with you 

online, report it with 
CEOP! 

The Campaign Against 
Living Miserably offers 

mental health and anxiety 
support through helplines 

and webchat. 

0800 58 58 58 



 24 

 24 

 The SEND       Department   

Intervention Hub 

The Intervention Hub is a small group, quiet classroom 

students go to for support for various reasons including 

literacy, numeracy, handwriting, touch typing and social 

skills.  
Behaviour Mentoring 

A behaviour mentor helps to build trust with 

students who may need emotional support 

and help with behaviour management. This 

provides a safe space for students to talk 

about any aspects of home or school that 

they are struggling with. 

At Ark Charter Academy we have a dedicated team to      

support any students with additional needs, including     

physical disabilities and learning difficulties.  

Many people have additional needs which can affect their: 

• Learning 

• Behaviour 

• Social skills 

• Ability to understand things 

• Concentration levels 

• Physical ability 

We run a number of SEND 

Interventions to support our 

students, including: 
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Lego Therapy  

Lego Therapy helps students learn skills to work together, 

following instructions, taking turns, improving friendships 

and working independently.  

Emotional Literacy - (ELSA) 

ELSA is used to support students with their 

emotional wellbeing, social skills, self-esteem, 

bereavement, friendship issues and anger management. 

The SEND       Department    

Creative Therapy  

Therapy can help us to understand ourselves better, and to 

learn to manage our emotions during difficult times. 

Including creativity with art materials in sessions means you 

can communicate thoughts and feelings that are hard to put 

into words in different ways. 

EAL Intervention 

Many of our students are learning English as an additional 

language. For those students new to the country needing extra 

support learning our language, we offer EAL intervention 

where they can use online tools such as Rosetta Stone and 

Lexia to help them acquire the language quicker.  

Handwriting / Touch-Typing  

Some students struggle with their handwriting or fine-motor 

skills, so we offer some handwriting or touch-typing 

intervention depending on the student’s level of need. 
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SEND  

Miss Moger 

Academic Support 

Teacher 

Mr MacPherson 

Chaplain /            

Behaviour 

Mentor 

Miss Blades 

LSA and Pastoral 

Support 

Mrs Barrett 

LSA 

 

Mrs Yarker 

Intervention 

Hub Teacher  

Miss Watt 

Maths HLTA 

Chris Frost 

Creative 

Therapist 

Miss Leggett 

ELSA and HOY 

Assistant 
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Miss Williams 

SEND, 

Attendance and 

Communications 

Co-Ordinator 

Mrs Spragg 

ELSA and 

LSA 

Team 

Mrs Richards 

LSA and 

Pastoral Support 

Mr Banks 

ELSA and 

LSA 

Mrs Dunn 

Special 

Educational 

Needs and 

Disabilities         

Co-Ordinator 

Miss Beck 

LSA and 

Pastoral     

Support 
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Literacy Support 
Many people struggle with literacy, with around      

1 in 10 people having some kind of reading 

difficulty. To help students who struggle with 

reading, we have lots of interventions at Charter, 

Catch-Up Reading 

This is a Year 7 specific intervention that gives students 1:1 

reading time with an adult to help improve their reading age.  

Dyslexia Support 

If you struggle with literacy you may be screened for dyslexia 

and offered some additional literacy support. This small group 

intervention will run as long as you need it to help secure vital 

literacy skills. 

If you think any of these will be helpful to you, please speak to      

Mrs Dunn in L1-06. 

Lexia 

Lexia is an online program that helps you to learn all areas of 

reading and writing in English. This is particularly useful for 

students learning English as a second language. 

Reading Intervention 

You may have some reading intervention lessons when you 

start in Year 7 which will involve re-learning some skills for 

reading and writing. Once you have mastered these skills you 

will graduate. 
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ABSENCE 

BEAUTIFUL 

BELIEVE 

DEFINITELY 

DIFFERENCE 

EFFECT 

FRIEND 

IMMEDIATE 

NEIGHBOUR 

RECEIPT 

RECEIVE 

RHYTHM 

SEPARATE 

SIMILAR 

TOMORROW 

Word  
Can you find these tricky 

words and then learn 

their correct spelling? Search 
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Year 6  
Transition Plan 

We are running two Transition Days for Year 6, on Monday 4th 

and Tuesday 5th July 2022.  

This is a fantastic opportunity for you to visit our school site and 

get a better understanding of what secondary school is like. You 

may get to experience a taster English, Maths and Science lesson, 

as well as some of the following subjects: Music, Drama, PE, Art, 

Catering and PSHE.  

More information will be sent to you in the next few weeks 

regarding these days. 

Uniform and Admissions 
paperwork Evenings 

We are also holding two evening events 

for Year 6 parents to bring their  

child/ren along to complete the 

admissions paperwork and get 

sized up for uniform with our 

supplier, Brigade. There will 

also be an opportunity to put 

in your uniform order on 

these evenings if you are able.  

These will be on Monday 27th 

and Thursday 30th June 

between 4-7:30pm.  

Further information will be sent out 

in the coming weeks. 
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